TOWN OF SILT

REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING

JANUARY 25, 2010 – 7:00 P.M.

The Silt Board of Trustees held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, January 25, 2010 in the municipal council chambers.  Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

_____

Roll call



Present
Mayor David Moore 








Trustee Sonny Fernandez








Trustee Bobby Hays








Trustee Nicky Leigh








Trustee Meredith Robinson








Trustee Doug Williams








Trustee Joe Sos

Also present were Town Administrator Betsy Suerth, Town Attorney Gene Duran, Town Deputy Clerk Melody Harrison, and members of the public.
_____

Pledge of Allegiance
_____

Mayor Moore asked for a moment of silence in honor of lives lost in Haiti

_____

Mayor Moore asked the Board for permission to return home momentarily to retrieve his eyeglasses. The Board agreed and the meeting was turned over to Mayor Pro Tem Robinson.

_____
Consent Agenda

1) Approval of fuel bid
2) Approval of alternative solar project contractor
3) 2nd amendment to BMFDPD / Town of Silt IGA to modify funding of 911 medical services from January 1, 2010 through June 2010

4) DOLA grant application for water plant planning

Trustee Leigh made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the corrections as noted.  Trustee Williams seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  
_____

Public Comments

There were no public comments.

_____

Agenda Changes

Administrator Suerth noted that the GARCO Senior Programs staff had not arrived and that the item might need to be changed.
_____

Board Comments

Trustee Fernandez commented that during the meetings everyone should be careful to speak into the microphones; and that it would be helpful if the snowplows lifted their blades to prevent piling snow onto the walks and driveways that people had already shoveled

Trustee Hays commented on the letter to the editor in the Post Independent regarding the Board voting on whether they should uphold the laws of the Town, and reminded everyone present to keep in mind what their duty was and that they must live by the rules.

Trustee Robinson, Sos, Williams and Leigh had no comments. 

Mayor Moore commented that he had attended a meeting that same day. He asked Administrator Suerth if the debt on the Town Shop had been forgiven and a brief conversation ensued on the status of the loan amounts. Mayor Moore further commented on the distribution of stimulus monies to the Western Slope; population fluctuations; medical marijuana; libraries and parking buildings; the air quality in Rifle; emergency crisis plans that are in place in Town; sales tax revenue losses; mass transit and the Town’s RFTA donation; and finally that he had invited the Mayors to meet in Silt in April. 

_____

Municipal Court Dog License Fees

Chief Levy Burris presented to the Board, describing the proposal to provide a free licensing period through March 31, 2010 to change the fee structure for dog licenses to a flat $10.00 for any dog, neutered or not, Chief Burris proposed to reduce the fee to $5.00 for seniors, and to increase the number of dogs allowed to three. Chief Burris explained how these changes would benefit the citizens, Town and police department, and how the changes were in alignment with the County fee structure. The Board continued, discussing various topics such as dogs at large, the keeping of vicious dogs, domestic and feral cats. 
Chief Burris indicated that he would make the changes to the fee structure and total number of pets allowed and bring the ordinance back at a later date.

Trustee Hays made a motion to approve the license amnesty period through March 31, 2010. Trustee Sos seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. The Board was in consensus to direct Chief Burris to make the discussed changes to the animal code.
_____

Consideration of the Garfield County Senior Programs MOU
Judy Martin, Senior Manager for Senior Programs, Garfield County Department of Human Services, PO Box 203.  Mildred Alsdorf, Manager of The Traveler, PO Box 729, GWS.

Administrator Suerth described the MOU.  Judy Martin and Mildred Alsdorf describe the Senior Programs for the benefit of the Board, detailing the meal programs and The Traveler.

The Board briefly discussed the programs, offering compliments to Judy and Mildred on a job well done.  Trustee Robinson noted that eventually an additional funding source will need to be found.

Trustee Williams made a motion for the Board to approve and authorize the Mayor to sign the 2010 Senior Programs MOU. Trustee Robinson seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.
_____

Marijuana Discussion
Mayor Moore stated that he felt an hour long discussion might be more than necessary until such time that the state legislature makes some decisions regarding medical marijuana.
Attorney Duran provided an overview to the Board members and reviewed it in detail. The Board, Attorney Duran and Chief Burris discussed it at length. 
Public Comment
Brooke Caldwell, 298 Birch Court. Ms. Caldwell stated that the board was hilarious. She also stated that she appreciated the Board’s comments. In regard to medical marijuana, she noted that it has been legalized, and that the Town needs to be more progressive in dealing with it. She pointed out that taxes could be collected from the sale of it.
_____

Break: 8:44pm

Reconvene: 8:49pm

_____

Ordinance No. 1, Series 2010 – First reading

Ordinance No. 1, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE REPEALING AND ADOPTING CHAPTER 2.08 OF THE TOWN OF SILT MUNICIPAL CODE TO UPDATE THE MUNICIPAL COURT CODE
Attorney Duran reviewed the ordinance for the benefit of the Board. The item was  discussed by members of the Board, and the following suggestions made: That in 2.08.050 (B) the sentence read: “Any person failing or refusing to leave the courtroom after having been ordered by the Municipal Judge to do so is guilty of contempt of court in accordance with this chapter …” ; on page 3, the sentence at top of the page, “ordinance” should have a capital O; on page 3, under section 2.08.090 the first sentence should read “ ……. a tape” not “an tape”; page 4, section 2.08.140, the sentence should read “… be subject to a penalty not to exceed six months in jail or both …”; that a jurisdictional search of court fees be done to verify that the proposed fees schedule for a jury trial are in alignment with other courts; in section 2.08.220 (A) the first sentence read “…at the discretion of the Town’s prosecutor”; that Attorney Duran would research the legislative history regarding section 2.08.240 and the number of jurors allowed for jury trials of a petty offenses; that throughout the document it should be consistent with he/she; that both sections titled “Failure to Appear” (2.08.130 and 2.08.160) be reviewed for redundancy; and that in section 2.08.220 the word “education” may be outdated and discriminatory and should be reviewed.
Mayor Moore questioned the authority the Town Administrator had to hire the municipal judge, as well as the clerk, treasurer and police chief, stating that he felt it was not right. He further stated concern that the Ordinance 13, Series 2008 that was adopted and specifically delegated the Town Administrator’s authority to hire did not coincide with the ballot language and was a possible violation of the Home Rule Charter. Attorney Duran clarified, noting that the original ballot language that was passed by the voters was very general, delegating authority to the Town Administrator to handle the administrative functions of the Town, and that Ordinance 13 clarified those administrative functions, and was read, passed and adopted by the Board. Administrator Suerth provided the Board with copies of the original ballot language. Mayor Moore requested that the matter be tabled until the next BOT meeting. The Trustees did not agree. 
Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 9:37 p.m.  There were no public comments and the public hearing was closed at 9:37 p.m.  

Trustee Hays made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 1, Series 2010 with the corrections as specified. Trustee Robinson seconded the motion. The motion carried with Trustees Leigh, Williams, Sos, Hays, Robinson and Fernandez voting yay, and the Mayor voting nay. 
_____

Staff reports

Administrator Suerth reviewed her staff report, including the Community Revitalization Partnership Assessment in February; her request for a committee to be formed to assist in selection of a municipal judge from the RFP proposals; the Transportation Master Plan; GOCO Grant for Flying Eagle Park playground equipment; The Notice of Revocation of Medical Billing Privileges which is being taken care of by Director Bak; the RFTA board meeting on January 14; Trustee Hays NECI meeting attendance on January 15; a draft proposal for the Middle Colorado River Watershed Partnership; Trustee Hays’ attendance of the Weed Advisory Board; the next Board Retreat on March 1, 2010; and the miscellaneous other documents provided.

Trustee Hays made a motion to extend the meeting until 10:15. Trustee Fernandez seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.

Administrator Suerth added that the Town had received notice of the award of a grant amount of $25,000.00 from the USDA for a Revolving Loan Fund.
_____

Executive Session

Trustee Hays made a motion to go into executive session for discussion of a personnel matter under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(f).  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  The board adjourned to executive session at 9:59 p.m.  
At the end of executive session, Mayor Moore made the following statement:  “The time is now 10:22 p.m., and the executive session has concluded.  No formal action was taken in executive session.  The participants in the executive session were:  Dave Moore, Meredith Robinson, Bobby Hays, Nicky Leigh, Sonny Fernandez, Doug Williams, Gene Duran, and Melody Harrison.  For the record, if any person who participated in the executive session believes that any substantial discussion of any matters not included in the motion to go into the executive session occurred during the executive session, or that any improper action occurred during the executive session in violation of the Open Meetings Law, I would ask that you state your concerns for the record.“ 
_____

Adjournment

Trustee Sos made a motion to adjourn. Trustee Robinson seconded the motion and it carried unanimously. Mayor Moore adjourned the meeting at 10:23pm.

_____
Respectfully submitted,



Approved by the Board of Trustees

____________________________


____________________________

Melody Harrison




David C. Moore
Deputy Town Clerk




Mayor 
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