
TOWN OF SILT
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
OCTOBER 13, 2009 – 7:00 P.M.
The Silt Board of Trustees held their regularly scheduled meeting on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 in the municipal council chambers.  Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

_____

Roll call



Present
Mayor Dave Moore







Trustee Sonny Fernandez








Trustee Bobby Hays







Trustee Nicky Leigh








Trustee Meredith Robinson








Trustee Joe Sos







Trustee Doug Williams
Also present were Town Administrator Betsy Suerth, Town Clerk Sheila McIntyre, Community Development Director Gale Carmoney, Public Works Director Gerry Pace, and members of the public and press.
_____

Pledge of Allegiance

_____

Consent Agenda

1) Minutes of the September 28, 2009 Board of Trustees meeting
2) Settlement Agreement with B & L Liquor Depot
Mayor Moore stated that he has questions relative to the Settlement Agreement but that it could still be voted on tonight.  
Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the minor corrections made to the minutes as requested.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously with Trustee Williams abstaining only from the approval of the Settlement Agreement.  

_____

Public Comments

There were no public comments.     
_____

Agenda Changes

There were no agenda changes.  
_____

Updates from Board / Board Comments

Trustee Leigh stated that she attended the ambulance meeting on October 8th and felt that the meeting was very productive and that progress is being made in the right direction.  Trustees Williams and Hays agreed that it was a productive meeting.    

Trustee Robinson stated that she wanted to speak about comments made by the Mayor at a recent meeting that upset her.  She continued by saying that at that meeting the Mayor commented twice that the citizens did not understand economic development but understood a flower.  She stated that she really takes exception to those comments that indicate that the Mayor does not think the citizens read or understood the ballot issue or what they were voting for, and Trustee Robinson does not believe that that is true.  Trustee Robinson stated that she believes that everybody understands that economic development means more businesses and employment in the Town of Silt.   

Mayor Moore stated that when he was campaigning he was pushing for the approval of the beautification fund in order to beautify the town.  He added that he doesn’t believe that the citizens understand economic development, and that he does not totally understand it either.  

Mayor Moore stated that he had also received a complaint about the excessive amount of sirens coming from the police department.  Trustee Hays added that very rarely has he seen the police use their sirens to pull over people.  Mayor Moore stated that he received another complaint about a parking spot at 7th and Main Street, adding that if the parking space used in front of B & L Liquors has a large vehicle parked in it, it can make it difficult to see traffic coming from the east.  Director Carmoney stated that due to the lack of parking downtown, it would be difficult to ask the business to give up a parking space.  It was suggested that people go down to 9th Street and use the roundabout.  Mayor Moore commented about the Rainbow Liquor sign and asked if it was legal, adding that it was not very attractive.  Mayor Moore asked that the board be paid for attending the meeting in New Castle last week regarding the ambulance.  There was a consensus to pay those board members who attended.  
_____

Recommendation for a Solar Electric Improvement on a municipal building in Silt by the NECI consultants
Public Works Director Pace stated that this is a great opportunity to have a photovoltaic project at a very small cost to the town.  CLEER consultants and town staff have identified a project to install a 10 kW photovoltaic system on three town buildings: Town Hall, Senior Housing and the Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Each fund will budget approximately $70,000, and each fund will expect grant reimbursements and rebates totaling $64,500 in 2010.
Trustee Williams stated that this is a fantastic idea and that he is glad to see the town moving into the future, adding that he would like to see the town move forward and pursue this project as much as financially possible.      

Mayor Moore commented about the cost to the town of $16,500, and Director Pace stated that the project still needs to go out to bid and that it could change.  Mayor Moore stated that in his opinion he believes it would take the town 70 years to get their money back if the town had to pay the entire bill.  However, with the grants and rebates that the town will receive, it could be paid off within 5 ½ years.  He stated that he feels it is a poor return on a huge investment.  Mayor Moore added that it is a good idea to take advantage of the government grants for this project, and that the town would benefit from it.   

Trustee Leigh stated that based on recent reports that she has heard, it is her opinion that the town could be making their money back within just a few years.  Trustee Hays added that it would help reduce the amount of pollution by going solar, adding that solar panels actually add to the strength of the electrical grid.       
Trustee Williams made a motion to proceed with this project and advertise for bids.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 
_____

Budget discussion – Ambulance, Silt Housing Authority, VALE, Conservation Trust, Park Impact, Construction Impact and Mountain Valley Developmental Services
Administrator Suerth went over the special revenue fund budgets for Silt Housing Authority, VALE, Conservation Trust, Park Impact, Construction Impact, and Mountain Valley and briefly discussed the Ambulance budget, which is still in draft form and will be completed by the next meeting for discussion.    

_____
Mayor Moore adjourned for a break at 8:40 p.m. and reconvened at 8:50 p.m.
_____

Staff reports

Administrator Suerth went through her manager’s report regarding the Ambulance/BMFPD merger update, Senior Programs, attendance of a TABOR 101 webinar, the Garfield County Open Space Program, a Colorado River Watershed partnership effort, attendance of the Colorado Entrepreneurship Marketplace seminar, the Piceance Basin Water Quality database, an Access Control Plan update and furlough dates for the remainder of 2009.
Director Carmoney handed out the final edition of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan to the trustees.  
_____

Adjournment

Trustee Williams made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Moore adjourned the meeting at 9:17 p.m.  
_____

Respectfully submitted,



Approved by the Board of Trustees

____________________________


____________________________

Sheila M. McIntyre, CMC



David C. Moore
Town Clerk





Mayor
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