  TOWN OF SILT
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
MARCH 8, 2010 – 7:00 P.M.
The Silt Board of Trustees held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, March 8, 2010 in the municipal council chambers.  Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

_____

Roll call



Present
Mayor David Moore 







Trustee Sonny Fernandez








Trustee Bobby Hays







Trustee Nicky Leigh








Trustee Meredith Robinson







Trustee Joe Sos








Trustee Doug Williams

Also present were Town Administrator Betsy Suerth, Town Attorney Gene Duran, Town Clerk Sheila McIntyre, Community Development Director Gale Carmoney, Chief of Police Levy Burris, and members of the public and press.
_____

Pledge of Allegiance

_____

Consent Agenda

1) Minutes of the February 22, 2010 Board of Trustees meeting
Mayor Moore asked for clarification stating that he allowed Mr. McWilliams to speak for 30 minutes “with consent from the board”.    

Trustee Hays made a motion to approve the minutes.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.   
_____

Public Comments

Brit McLin, Fire Chief for Burning Mountains Fire read a prepared statement to address the relationship between town staff and BMFPD, adding that their relationship has never been better.  Mr. McLin commended the entire current staff for being positive, helpful and for doing a great job.  He also recognized the Police Department for being well respected by other law enforcement professionals and by the community, and the Town Attorney for providing accurate and timely advice.  He also commended Administrator Suerth for the job that she does, the decisions that she makes, and for the high morale that is displayed by the employees.  He concluded by saying that he is concerned that the members of the Board do not fully recognize the quality of staff that they currently employ, and that his purpose here tonight is to thank Town staff, each and every one of them, for their dedicated service.  
Glen Ault stated that the town staff is the best in the world, adding that he gets more support from the current town staff than he has in the past.  Mr. Ault stated that he believes that the recent article in the Post Independent about staff is not true, that staff is doing their job, and that people need to understand that staff is directed by the board.  He added that he believes the board is doing a good job also, but if somebody in the town doesn’t like what’s going on, then they need to speak up to the board.  People can only blame themselves if they don’t speak up to address their problems, and then work together to try and make things better, instead of running other people down and pointing fingers.  Mr. Ault stated that every time he has worked with staff, they have been very good and very thorough, and that there is not one person who does not do a good job.  He added that he also feels that there are enough people looking at the books that they are in good order.  He added that money that is spent is by the direction of the board, and if the people do not like the way that money is being spent, then they need to speak up.  
Paul Taylor, candidate for trustee read a prepared statement saying that he is a member of one of the committees for candidate for the Board of Trustees.  Mr. Taylor stated that he feels that the budget has been mismanaged by the trustees and staff, and that the town must balance its checkbook.  Mr. Taylor reflected back to when Cactus Valley Elementary was built, stating that traffic and pedestrian studies were left out of the plan, and that people are forced to walk in the streets.  He added that he feels the school zone should be extended, and that sidewalks are an important issue on Grand Avenue.
Bryan Fleming, candidate for trustee read a prepared statement.  He stated that his family goes to New Castle and Rifle to play in the parks and do their grocery shopping, adding that they would like to be able to do these things in Silt and keep their money here.  Mr. Fleming continued by commenting about the status of the budget, and the hopes of getting businesses to come to Silt.  
Rick Aluise, candidate for trustee stated that he is going to speak about policy issues.  Mr. Aluise gave a history on the recent ordinance discussions that have taken place regarding the Home Rule Charter amendments.  He proceeded to give a history of the Home Rule Charter that was written of which he participated in.  Mr. Aluise stated that it is his opinion that the Charter was changed without sound reason, adding that he does not feel that the Charter or the Municipal Code need to be rewritten, and asked the board to reconsider changing them.    
Mark Rinehart, candidate for trustee stated that the group that he is campaigning with have come up with sensible solutions for Silt, adding that the group fully endorses the abilities of current staff members to guide this town into the future.  Mr. Rinehart added that he has full confidence in staff to see far enough into the future to make the adjustments necessary in the budgetary planning process.  Mr. Rinehart also suggested ideas other than sidewalks on Grand Avenue that would still help to make it safer for the children who walk to school.  He added that the town has attempted in the past to get grants for sidewalks in this area, but the grant was not approved at that time.    
Bob Shivley, candidate for trustee stated that he has spoken with the Principal of Cactus Valley Elementary School regarding the concerns of the children walking to school, and Lisa Whitmore stated that there have been some comments.  Mr. Shivley stated that his concern is the jump into action to put in sidewalks, when there are also issues with drainage that may need to be addressed before sidewalks can even be installed.  He added that he would like to look at the big picture and use a little fore thought and find safe ways for every child to walk to school, not only on Grand Avenue.  
_____
Agenda Changes

There were no agenda changes.  
_____

Updates from Board / Board Comments

Trustee Leigh read a prepared statement regarding the ballot question and ordinance discussed at the last two meetings.   Ms. Leigh gave a history of these two items, explaining the duties that were given to the Town Administrator by passage of the ordinance that was created by the passing of the ballot question.  The Town Attorney had stated previously that even though the ballot language was vague, it is legitimate and the current law of the town.  Trustee Leigh commented about Mr. McWilliams stating at the February 22, 2010 meeting that he felt that the these two items were not legal, and threatened to sue the town and try to disbar Attorney Duran.  Trustee Leigh stated that Attorney Duran had nothing to do with these two items, as he was hired after they were written and adopted, and he was simply interpreting the law to the board at the February 8, 2010 meeting.  She added that the town’s people can now rest assured that the attorney who wrote these two items is no longer employed by the town, and that if people are still upset about the poor representation that they received from the prior town attorney, then they should talk to the Mayor and former Town Administrator (Rick Aluise) since they are the ones who were instrumental in hiring the attorney that Mr. McWilliams apparently would like to disbar.       
Trustee Williams addressed the candidates that are running for office this year stating that he wants them to think long and hard about representing this town as a trustee or mayor.  He added that they should not be running because of their personal feelings for other individuals, and that they should only run for this position if you truly love this town, and want to contribute and make it a better, safer and happier place for our families and our children.  Mr. Williams added that it concerns him to hear that people are running because they are angry about what someone has said or done, and that coming onto the board with those attitudes will only end up in arguments and nothing will get done.  Trustee Williams reiterated to the candidates that if they want to be on the board, then they need to run for the right reasons.  Trustee Sos commented that it is important to work on the budget.  

Trustee Robinson stated that she agreed with some of what Trustee Leigh stated.  She also offered an apology to both Town Administrator Suerth and Attorney Duran for what happened at the last meeting and what was said by Mr. McWilliams, adding that she was not sure how to respond at the time.  She commented that in past board trainings both Gary Suiter and Tami Tanoue with CIRSA have stated that the board needed to remove themselves from personnel matters due to possible liability exposure since Silt has a Board/Administrator type of government, where the Administrator is in charge of personnel, and the board is in charge of all other matters.  She added that this is the reason for the Charter amendment and why the ordinance was drafted.  Trustee Robinson also commented about how the board spent months examining the budget and that they approved it, and that the Town Administrator should not be to blame for it as stated by Mr. McWilliams.  Trustee Robinson also confirmed that Attorney Duran had nothing to do with the ordinance or the amendment and that he was simply using the law that the town has in place when writing the recent municipal court ordinance.

Trustee Hays agreed with Trustee Williams, adding that the town is an employer who has responsibilities to its employees.  He added that with a new board coming in, they need to consider how they treat the employees, and that there are laws on how employees are to be treated.  Trustee Hays stated to those who are voted in to consider their behavior, and to move forward and not look back.      
Trustee Fernandez stated that citizens have told him that they think the Town Administrator and Town Attorney are doing a fine job, but that he hears many concerns about the board changing their minds from week to week, instead of making a decision and sticking with it and moving forward.  He added that there have been comments out there by business people who will not do business here because of the turmoil.  Trustee Fernandez asked that the new people who are voted in to work as a group and represent the people, not themselves.  
Mayor Moore commented that he has also been on the end of attacks, adding that it does not feel good.  He stated that every problem has an answer, and feels that there are answers to the problems that are happening now, but that it has not worked out that way.    
_____

Ordinance No. 2, Series 2010 – Second reading
Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 2, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO AMENDING CHAPTER 6.04 TITLED DOGS AND CATS, ESTABLISHING NEW RATES AND PROCEDURES FOR DOG LICENSING, VACCINATIONS AND NUMBER OF DOGS ALLOWED
Chief Burris went through the ordinance and answered any questions.  

Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 7:42 p.m.  
Brooke Caldwell confirmed that the language regarding dog fighting and cock fighting was left in.  Chief Burris stated that it is still in the ordinance.  
Mayor Moore closed the public hearing at 7:43 p.m.

Trustee Leigh stated that at some time in the future, she would like to readdress allowing chickens, adding that because of the sustainability movement that is currently going on, chickens, excluding roosters serve a good purpose.     

Trustee Williams made a motion to approve second reading of Ordinance No. 2, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO AMENDING CHAPTER 6.04 TITLED DOGS AND CATS, ESTABLISHING NEW RATES AND PROCEDURES FOR DOG LICENSING, VACCINATIONS AND NUMBER OF DOGS ALLOWED.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.
_____

Emergency Ordinance No. 3, Series 2010 
Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 3, Series 2010, AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO, TO REQUIRE THE DISPLAY OF PROPERTY NUMBERS ON BUILDINGS
Attorney Duran explained that this ordinance came about because of a recent incident where emergency responders had a difficult time locating a residence after 911 was called.  Because this does reflect on the health and safety of the community, it is before the board as an emergency ordinance.  Attorney Duran went through the ordinance.
Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 7:51 p.m.  
Paul Taylor suggested that numbers be reflective so that they are easier to see at night.
Mayor Moore closed the public hearing at 7:52 p.m.

There was lengthy discussion on where numbers should be located in regards to homes with long driveways as well as discussion of reflective or illuminated numbers.  Mayor Moore complimented Attorney Duran on this ordinance, stating that it was excellent.  
Trustee Williams made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 3, Series 2010, AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO, TO REQUIRE THE DISPLAY OF PROPERTY NUMBERS ON BUILDINGS with “and/or at the driveway or curbside access point of the property” added to Section 15-02-270(c).  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 

_____

Staff reports
Administrator Suerth went over a letter given to the board tonight addressed to Kathleen Staks with Great Outdoors Colorado regarding a joint grant between the Town of Silt and Aspen Valley Land Trust.  The grant is to acquire funds for a property acquisition of 210 acres on the Stillwater property, also known as the “River Parcel”.  Ms. Suerth stated that GOCO approached AVLT, stating that they are candidates for a grant for this open space, adding that the town is in support of preserving a 160-acre parcel with a conservation easement.  There was a consensus of the board to sign this letter of support expressing an interest in preserving the 160-acre parcel with a conservation easement.     
Administrator Suerth continued with her staff report stating that interviews have taken place for Municipal Judge, information was provided regarding the Safe Routes to School grant application submitted in the past, the Planning and Building budget, information gathered on Attorney costs with a survey of neighboring communities, the attendance of the Antero Resources meeting, an upcoming board training with CIRSA, submittal of the GOCO grant for the Flying Eagle Park Playground Equipment, and attendance of an upcoming Energy Advisory Board meeting and Senior Programs Advisory Board meeting.  Trustee Leigh asked how seniors find out about the Meals on Wheels program.  It was explained that Grand River Hospital gets the word out.  Director Carmoney suggested including this type of information in the upcoming newsletter or on the utility bills and access channel.   
Attorney Duran stated that he appreciated the history regarding the Charter amendment in 2008 and how it was put together.  Mr. Duran explained that CIRSA also reviews Charters, and determines where they would recommend changes to be made in order to avoid liability in the future.  Attorney Duran stated that certain aspects of the Charter should be looked at by a committee in areas that are confusing such as the definition of a legal newspaper and term limits.  Mr. Duran added that in order to properly govern the town into the future, staff must ensure that those types of ambiguities do not exist within the Charter.    
Director Carmoney addressed the public comment earlier tonight, saying that the Eagles View Subdivision has a very nice park for the kids to play at, and Trustee Leigh suggested the Spruce Meadows Park as well, adding that it gets a large amount of use as well.   
_____

Adjournment

Trustee Robinson made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Leigh seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Moore adjourned the meeting at 8:55 p.m.  
_____

Respectfully submitted,



Approved by the Board of Trustees

____________________________


____________________________

Sheila M. McIntyre, CMC



David C. Moore
Town Clerk





Mayor 
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