 TOWN OF SILT
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
APRIL 27, 2009 – 7:00 P.M.
The Silt Board of Trustees held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, April 27, 2009 in the municipal council chambers.  Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

_____

Roll call



Present
Mayor Dave Moore







Trustee Sonny Fernandez








Trustee Bobby Hays

Trustee Nicky Leigh








Trustee Meredith Robinson








Trustee Joe Sos








One vacancy 

Also present were Town Administrator Betsy Suerth, Town Attorney Gene Duran, Town Clerk Sheila McIntyre, Community Development Director Gale Carmoney, and members of the public and press.
_____

Pledge of Allegiance

_____

Consent Agenda

1) Minutes of the April 13, 2009 Board of Trustees meeting
2) March 2009 financials
3) Municipal Clerks Week Proclamation
4) Resolution No. 18, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE APPRECIATION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES FOR THE SERVICES OF TOD TIBBETTS AS A TRUSTEE OF THE TOWN OF SILT
5) Memorial Wall contribution request
Trustee Leigh suggested increasing the donation for the Memorial Wall to $500.  There was a consensus of the board to this change.  
Trustee Hays made a motion to approve the consent agenda with an increase to the Memorial Wall donation to $500.   Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.   
_____

Public Comments

Cal Whitman with A-1 Traffic Control started by handing out a letter that he had submitted previously to the board that explains why he decided not to go through with his annexation.  He feels that there are issues amongst the board and staff that need to be worked out.  Mr. Whitman stated that he is confused about staff billings, and what he is being billed for.  He asked where the attorney’s fees are listed, and Attorney Duran stated that his fees have been waived, and that the applicant has not been billed for any of his time.  Mr. Whitman stated that he wanted a copy of Attorney Duran’s time records proving that he reviewed Mr. Carmoney’s work on his project.        

Mr. Whitman stated that his planner Janet Aluise had advised him to get an attorney and he stated that he did not feel that he needed one.  He added that he eventually contacted his attorney who provided a cost to him to review the documents, and decided that it was going to cost him too much money and never contacted his attorney again.  Mr. Whitman then commented on the town filing a complaint against Ms. Aluise with the State, adding that she did not advise him legally, and that she just filled out the paperwork.   
Mr. Whitman stated that the Mayor came to his office the day after the meeting, on March 24th stating that he was sorry for the way things were handled, and that he would see what could be done about the whole thing.  Mr. Whitman stated that it is now April 27th and he hasn’t’ heard or seen anything, which tells him that he is not wanted in the town.  He added that it doesn’t mean anything now, and that he was given a false promise and let down.  
Mayor Moore stated that when he visited with Mr. Whitman on March 24th, that he had asked him to reconsider his decision to annex into the town.  Mayor Moore asked again for Mr. Whitman to reconsider and get back with staff or with him.  Mr. Whitman stated that he isn’t blaming any one person, and that everybody makes mistakes.  Mr. Whitman asked about the invoice he received, and he was directed to get with Administrator Suerth regarding his billing.  Mr. Whitman thanked the board and stated that he would be back with his application.         
_____

Agenda Changes

There were no agenda changes.  
_____

Updates from Board / Board Comments

Trustee Fernandez commented about the placement of the “Welcome to Silt” sign on the east end of town, asking if it could be placed closer to the road.  He also suggested moving the public comments section of the agenda before the consent agenda.  Trustee Fernandez asked if for clean-up week if a truck could go around town to pick up trash instead of residents hauling their trash up to the shop.  

Trustee Hays stated that he attended a meeting in Glenwood with the State and RFTA, and that he voiced that he was opposed to the high rail train from Denver to Grand Junction.  He also commented to them that he feels there is a need for another exit for Silt at Davis Point, and that there is a need for three lane sections at the exits to Silt, New Castle and South Canyon.

Trustee Sos commented about the fifth-wheel trailer still parked on 16th Street behind the Co-op.  Trustee Leigh asked when the Baptist Church planned to do their landscaping, and if there is a deadline for this to be done.  She also commented about an RV parked on Ballard near the community garden on 5th Street that someone appears to be living in.  
Mayor Moore stated that he would like to write a letter to contractors and developers encouraging them to use local suppliers, laborers, and subcontractors.  He added that he has also asked the County to consider building in Silt in the future any County buildings, and to also excuse the debt on the county shop building.    

_____

Ordinance No. 7, Series 2009, Ordinance No. 8, Series 2009 – First readings and Resolution No. 19, Series 2009 and Resolution No. 20, Series 2009
Attorney Duran stated that the board should open the public hearing as a convenience to those who might have came to make comments.  Once comments have been made, then a motion should be made to continue the public hearing.  There was not anyone present for public comment so a motion was then made.  
Trustee Hays made a motion to continue Ordinance No. 7, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE ANNEXING 4.88-ACRES KNOWN AS THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF THE VALLEY ANNEXATION, LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 1ST STREET AND HOME AVENUE, GARFIELD COUNTY, COLORADO INTO THE TOWN OF SILT, Ordinance No. 8, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO, ZONING 4.88-ACRES KNOWN AS THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF THE VALLEY ANNEXATION TO R-2 GENERAL RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT, LOCATED ON THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF 1ST STREET AND HOME AVENUE WITHIN THE TOWN, Resolution No. 19, Series 2009, A REQUEST BY THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF THE VALLEY FOR A SPECIAL USE PERMIT TO ALLOW A CHURCH IN AN R-2 ZONING DISTRICT, and Resolution No. 20, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SITE PLAN FOR THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF THE VALLEY until the May 11, 2009 meeting.  Trustee Leigh seconded the motion, and the motion carried with Trustee Robinson abstaining.  
_____
Heron’s Nest request for sewer service
Present tonight are Simon Casas, owner of the Heron’s Nest RV Park and Tom Collins, past manager of the park and builder of their current processing plant.  Director Carmoney explained that staff met with Mr. Casas to discuss his request for connection to the town’s wastewater system at the in-town rates.  Mr. Casas has offered to pay the out-of-town monthly service rates until a pre-annexation agreement can be developed, as it would be cost prohibitive for him to annex at this time.  

Director Carmoney stated that staff is asking the board for direction on whether to permit Heron’s Nest to connect to the town’s wastewater system at the in-town sewer tap fee rate while paying the out-of-town monthly service rate which is 1.5 times the in-town fee and to proceed with a pre-annexation agreement with Mr. Casas before he is asked to make a significant investment in engineering, infrastructure, consultant and staff fees.        
The board discussed having a deadline by which Heron’s Nest would annex into the town written into the agreement.  Mr. Casas stated that he cannot afford to annex into the town without selling some of the property to help pay the fees, and is not in favor of setting a deadline.  He added that he is in favor of a pre-annexation agreement though.  
Trustee Leigh stated her concern that a precedence may be started by not setting a deadline of some type.  Mr. Casas suggested that he be limited to the 15.4 EQR’s, and that in the future, if he wanted to expand his business and increase his EQR’s, he would then have to annex.  Trustee Hays commented that he would like to see an access across the river to the south in that area.  Administrator Suerth stated that staff supports Mr. Casas hooking onto the town’s sewer system.  She added that it is the right thing to do environmentally due to its close proximity to the riparian area and river corridor.  She added that various “triggers” could be written into the pre-annexation agreement such as growth in EQR’s, or sale of a portion of his property in order to obtain financing in order to annex into the town.  Trustee Robinson asked about the lodging tax and if it could apply to a pre-annexation agreement.  
The board gave staff direction to work out the details and bring back a pre-annexation agreement for their review.  
Tom Collins stated to the board that the staff has been very cooperative to work with and feels that they are an attribute to the town.  
_____
Mosquito IGA

Administrator Suerth explained the treatment plan and stated that this years IGA is the same as previous years.  She asked the board to once again give her the authorization to allow additional treatments when time is of the essence because of high-risk mosquito counts and the County’s need to spray immediately.  

Trustee Hays made a motion to authorize the mayor to sign the IGA for Town of Silt approval and to grant authority to the Town Administrator to authorize chemical applications based upon expert opinion, scientific analysis and advice from the professional mosquito control consultant.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 
_____
Mayor Moore adjourned for a break at 8:42 p.m. and reconvened at 8:49 p.m.
_____

Land Use application process 
Administrator Suerth stated that this agenda item is in response to the boards concern over the speed by which a land use application is processed, as well as revenues associated with them.  The board had previously asked staff to work on streamlining the land use process, and staff has put together both the subdivision and annexation processes for the boards review.  Administrator Suerth asked for the boards direction on what they would like to have staff pursue first such as making major changes to the code, or doing minor changes in areas of concern while waiting for the completion of the revised comprehensive plan.  
Director Carmoney stated that the comprehensive plan revision should be completed by July and that it will be more thorough in various areas of land use.  Mr. Carmoney suggested doing minor changes for now until the comp plan is done, and the consultant has offered their ideas on areas to be addressed in the land use code.  Mr. Carmoney explained the land use process and the time it can sometimes take to move an application through, along with the responsibilities of the applicant in providing various information to staff.  Director Carmoney stated that he feels his department is doing well with moving applications through the process in a timely manner.

Mayor Moore stated that he does not feel that this needs to be acted upon tonight, and agrees that we should get the comprehensive plan done first.  He added that he didn’t want Director Carmoney to feel like the board was picking on him, adding that they are having this same problem all over the valley of people feeling like their applications are not being moved through the process fast enough.    
Trustee Robinson voiced how extremely complicated the process can be, and if there is a way to make it easier to understand it would be very helpful whether it be by ordinance or another method.  Trustee Leigh asked if something can be prepared to give to applicants that shows the steps that they will be going through that includes anticipated time frames.  Trustee Leigh asked if staff could check with other municipalities regarding energy efficiency, and if we could think about giving incentives to developers or individuals for using solar, thermal, local labor and other items that would help improve the environment.   
_____

Resolution No. 17, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PURCHASING AND PROCUREMENT POLICY FOR THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO
Attorney Duran went over the revisions made to the Purchase Policy.  There was discussion regarding the competitive bid bonding, and that prior notice should be given to bidders that states that competitive bids be bonded.  There was discussion regarding the consideration of change orders, and that the language should read that the Town Administrator “must consider” all change orders instead of “must approve”.
Trustee Hays made a motion to approve Resolution No. 17, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PURCHASING AND PROCUREMENT POLICY FOR THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO with the two changes discussed.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried with Mayor Moore voting nay.

_____

Staff reports

Administrator Suerth stated that she attended another CLEER meeting and that there was discussion about having several of the surrounding communities join together to do the energy audits.  Staff will come back with an IGA regarding this arrangement.   

The agreement has been signed for the additional scope for the Access Control Plan, and a commitment has been made by Divide Creek Center to bear the additional cost.  Staff is suggesting a joint meeting between the Board and the Planning Commission on either June 2nd or 16th.   There was a recent meeting to discuss ambulance transport service options with Grand River Hospital and Valley View Hospital.  In regards to the ambulance merger, staff will begin preparing an IGA for their next meeting.
Administrator Suerth stated that work continues on the community garden, and that an outline of rules and liability waivers are being drafted for attorney review.  The roundabout committee will be making their decision soon as the deadline for design submittals is May 1st.  The Town of Silt was recently contacted by “Bike and Build” who would like to use the Community Center for an overnight shelter in July.  Their organization raises money for non-profit affordable housing organizations such as Habitat for Humanity.  Staff would like the boards consent to allow their stay in the Community Center.  There was a consensus to allow their stay.  

The town was not selected for the Safe Routes to School grant application.  Staff may apply again in the next cycle.  Antero Resources has contacted the town regarding cutbacks in production and a reduction in royalty payments.  There was brief discussion regarding the length of the Planning Commission meetings, and if meetings could be consolidated.      

Mayor Moore stated that he would like to write a letter regarding the incentive program, and encouraging developers to go local.  He will be in touch with staff.
_____
Adjournment

Trustee Sos made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Moore adjourned the meeting at 10:00 p.m.  
_____

Respectfully submitted,



Approved by the Board of Trustees

____________________________


____________________________

Sheila M. McIntyre, CMC



David C. Moore
Town Clerk





Mayor
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