TOWN OF SILT
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
JUNE 14, 2010 – 7:00 P.M.
The Silt Board of Trustees held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, June 14, 2010 in the municipal council chambers.  Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

_____

Roll call



Present
Mayor David Moore 







Trustee Rick Aluise








Trustee Sonny Fernandez








Trustee Bryan Fleming







Trustee Nicky Leigh








Trustee Joe Sos







Trustee Paul Taylor
Also present were Interim Town Administrator Davis Farrar, Interim Town Attorney Walt Brown, Town Clerk Sheila McIntyre, Chief of Police Levy Burris, Public Works Director Gerry Pace, and members of the public and press.
_____

Pledge of Allegiance

_____

Consent Agenda

1) Minutes of the May 24, 2010 Board of Trustees meeting
2) Interdepartmental vehicle exchange memo
3) WTP Facility Improvements Plan contract
The board asked that the language in the contract regarding the “agent” be changed from mayor to town administrator.   

Trustee Taylor made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the correction of a typo in the minutes and the change made to the contract.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.   
_____

Public Comments

Kelly Jo Carl stated that she would like to spearhead a fundraiser in Veterans Park on behalf on the Sandoval family who lost their Silt home to a fire a few months ago.  She was directed to talk with staff regarding the details.  

Smokey Slaven, former West Care Ambulance employee commented about the final agreement with Burning Mountains Fire.  Mr. Slaven stated his concerns of having Rifle Fire provide services at the expense of the taxpayers without their input.  He added that he is upset that Rifle Fire is providing service when there are other people here who are capable of doing the same job.  He also asked if New Castle was aware of the agreement with Rifle Fire.  

Brooke Caldwell thanked the local businesses for their contributions to the third annual race for wildlife.  The monies raised went to benefit the Silt Wildlife refuge outside of town.  

_____
Agenda Changes

There were no agenda changes.  

_____

Silt Heyday committee update

Peggy Swank provided the board with an update on the Silt Heyday event scheduled for July 31st and August 1st.  The theme this year will be “Hats Off to Volunteers”, and the committee is looking for people to be Grand Marshals.  Ms. Swank asked the board to donate the entire cost of the insurance for the event in the amount of $1435.95.  

Trustee Taylor made a motion that the town pay the entire CIRSA insurance bill of $1435.95 for the Silt Heyday event and that the notice of acceptance agreement be signed.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 
_____

Convene as the Local Liquor Licensing Authority
Trustees Aluise and Taylor both recused themselves.
Trustee Fleming made a motion to convene as the Local Liquor Licensing Authority.  Trustee Leigh seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.
Liquor License renewals – Silt Discount Liquor and Miner’s Claim Restaurant

Staff stated that both applications have been completed and found in compliance.  Chief Burris stated that there have been no issues with either establishment.
Trustee Sos made a motion to approve the renewals for both Silt Discount Liquor and Miner’s Claim Restaurant.  Trustee Fleming seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 
Trustee Fleming made a motion to reconvene as the Board of Trustees.  Trustee Fernandez seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.
Reconvene at the Board of Trustees
_____

Ordinance No. 5, Series 2010 – Second reading
Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 5, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO AMENDING THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 2.08.080 AND 2.08.240 AND 2.08.250 OF THE TOWN OF SILT MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO PROVISIONS REGARDING MUNICIPAL COURT   

Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 8:02 p.m.  There were no public comments and the Mayor closed the public hearing at 8:02 p.m.

Trustee Leigh made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 5, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO AMENDING THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 2.08.080 AND 2.08.240 AND 2.08.250 OF THE TOWN OF SILT MUNICIPAL CODE RELATING TO PROVISIONS REGARDING MUNICIPAL COURT.  Trustee Aluise seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 
_____

Ordinance No. 4, Series 2010 – Second reading

Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 4, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO, REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 13, SERIES 2008

Trustee Leigh stated that she would like to see a properly worded ballot question on the ballot again so that the board can get a feel from the people of what they would like.

Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 8:07 p.m.  Bobby Hays asked for clarification of this ordinance.  Mayor Moore closed the public hearing at 8:08 p.m.    

Trustee Aluise made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 4, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO, REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 13, SERIES 2008.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  

_____

Ordinance No. 8, Series 2010 – Continuance requested

Continuance of Ordinance No. 8, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO APPROVING A COST RECOVERY AGREEMENT AND AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE TOWN OF SILT MUNICIPAL CODE TO IMPLEMENT SUCH AGREEMENT 
Attorney Brown stated that the parties working to get this finalized are close to an agreement, but that staff needs a little more time to get details worked out and asks for a continuance to June 28, 2010.    
Trustee Aluise made a motion to continue Ordinance No. 8, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO APPROVING A COST RECOVERY AGREEMENT AND AMENDING CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF THE TOWN OF SILT MUNICIPAL CODE TO IMPLEMENT SUCH AGREEMENT until the June 28, 2010 meeting.  Trustee Taylor seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  
_____
Attorney Brown briefed the board before he left for the night stating that he met with Administrator Farrar out at the open space project, and explained his involvement with this project.  Mayor Moore asked Mr. Brown to research the breakdown of the contributions that will be made, the cost to the town to maintain the property, and the extent that the town will be able to use the 160-acres.  Mr. Brown also briefed the board on the recent medical marijuana legislation.  Trustee Leigh asked that the board be provided with items that they should be thinking about and/or considering regarding medical marijuana once the time gets closer to the moratorium expiring.    

____

John Evans – Citizen Comments
John Evans went over a series of budget questions with the board as well as concerns that he has regarding language in the Employee Handbook.  Mr. Evans stated that he feels that with the recent elimination of staff that no money will be saved, and that the town will actually end up paying more to cover the costs of the interim positions.  He added that he does not feel that the board is going to erase the deficit that they have stated they are going to do.  There was also discussion regarding the boards’ plans on putting in sidewalks and gutter.   
Mr. Evans also spoke about the Employee Handbook regarding nepotism and conflicts of interest, adding that blatant violation of both of these items should not take place as he felt that they did in the past with the Town Administrator and the Community Development Director who were married to each other during their employment with the town.  Mr. Evans stated that he feels that this might be happening again with Rick Aluise being a trustee now and Janet Aluise being appointed to the Planning Commission, and that he does not want the town to get into that position again.       
Mr. Evans stated that board members had commented that Betsy Suerth did not fit their new vision and direction, and asked the board to elaborate on their vision.  Mr. Evans complimented Trustee Aluise for making the roundabout happen during his employment with the town, and concluded by saying that it is very important that the board receive CIRSA training.  
_____
Mayor Moore adjourned for a break at 9:07 p.m. and reconvened at 9:15 p.m.
_____
Discussion with Library regarding site layout concepts
Amelia Shelley is present tonight along with Nella Barker, Rich Sales, Dan Michelson and Dan Becker to discuss the library site layout concepts, how they are proceeding with the new Silt facility and what their options are.   Ms. Shelley gave the board an overview of the Silt Library, stating that they are interested in expanding their current facility, adding that they believe it will be less expensive to build a new facility, and would like to work with the town to purchase land just east of the existing building on the same block for their new structure.  Ms. Shelley explained that their new facility would have a meeting room that would be large enough for the Town of Silt to utilize as a meeting space for Board of Trustees meetings, Planning Commission and Municipal Court.  She added that the library would like to implement a Memorandum of Understanding with the Town for that arrangement.  Ms. Shelley stated that the library might also be interested in entering into in IGA with the town as well.       
Mr. Sales commented about the meeting room that the library would be providing to the town to use, which in turn would eliminate the need for town hall to expand for several years.  Administrator Farrar explained the advantage to creating a “civic plaza” type atmosphere by having the new library built next to town hall.  He then gave a brief slideshow presentation of different building layout concepts for the block that both the library and town hall occupy.  Trustee Leigh suggested that the old library be turned into a youth center with a skateboard park on the outskirts of the building.  
Administrator Farrar stated that the library has had an opportunity to purchase another site further away, but feels it would be more desirable to have the library close to town hall.  Ms. Shelley added that they would like to own the property that the building will sit on.  It was recommended by staff to move quickly on this so that the town does not risk missing this opportunity.  

The board instructed staff to work with the library to move forward with this project. 
_____

Ordinance No. 7, Series 2010 – First reading
Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 7, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 6.08.010, 6.08.015, 6.08.016 AND ADDING SECTIONS 6.08.017 AND 6.08.018 OF THE SILT MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS IN CERTAIN AREAS WITHIN THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO
Administrator Farrar went over the ordinance.  

Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 10:02 p.m.

Carol Cooke stated that she likes the ordinance but added that the town does not have a code enforcement officer, and there are already numerous code violations around town, and wonders how the town will be able to enforce chickens too.
Mark Rinehart stated that this ordinance was moved through the Planning Commission so that hopefully people would still benefit from getting chickens yet this year.
Bobby Hays stated that Silt is an agricultural community and that chickens are part of that, adding that there probably will not be a large amount of people who will have them.  He added that he does not feel that having chickens as pets would be any worse than dogs.
Shannon Stratton De Herrera stated that she likes the ordinance and thanks the board for taking it seriously.
Brooke Caldwell asked if this ordinance is just for chickens, of which staff stated that this is correct and that no other fowl will be permitted.  
Trustee Taylor made a motion to continue the meeting for another thirty minutes.  Trustee Fernandez seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  

Mayor Moore closed the public hearing at 10:13 p.m.

Trustee Leigh commented about the size of the coop, feeling that it could be smaller.  She also asked if it was necessary to have a coop ten feet from a fence.  There was discussion about these items as well as dogs and predators, and eliminating the use of chemicals by having chickens.  Trustee Fleming voiced his concern of allowing chickens in town.    

Trustee Taylor made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 7, Series 2010, AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 6.08.010, 6.08.015, 6.08.016 AND ADDING SECTIONS 6.08.017 AND 6.08.018 OF THE SILT MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS IN CERTAIN AREAS WITHIN THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO, amending section 6.08.018(b) to say that coops shall not exceed thirty-four square feet and to remove 6.08.018(f) to eliminate the ten feet from any property line.  Trustee Fernandez seconded the motion, and the motion carried with Trustee Fleming voting nay.
_____

GNECI – Discussion of issues and consideration of appointments

Present tonight is Alice Laird to ask the town to appoint a representative to the advisory board for GNECI.  There was discussion that Meredith Robinson and Bobby Hays have served on this board recently and have both indicated that they would be interested in remaining on the advisory board.  There was no objection to having them remain in that capacity as long as they continue to report to the board on the meetings that they attend.  
Trustee Aluise made a motion to appoint Bobby Hays as the main representative and Meredith Robinson as the alternate, to the GNECI advisory board.  Trustee Leigh seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  
_____

Updates from Board / Board Comments
Trustee Leigh asked about the grant for the website, stating that it was her understanding that the town had received the grant.  There was discussion regarding contracting the building inspector.  Ms. Leigh commented about a past motion that gave Town Treasurer Connie Stevens certain rights instead of giving these rights to the treasurer position, adding that this needs to be changed since Connie Stevens has given her resignation.  Staff will look into which document Ms. Leigh is referring.  

Trustee Taylor made a motion to extend the meeting for another fifteen minutes.  Trustee Aluise seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  

There was brief discussion regarding the upcoming ambulance meeting to take place on Wednesday, June 16th at 1:00 p.m.  Trustees Taylor and Fernandez stated that they would attend.

Trustee Fernandez commented about citizens who let their dogs run loose.

Trustee Fleming stated that he likes the idea of having a skateboard park next to the current library should the town gain possession of the building in the future and turn it into some type of youth center.  It was suggested to talk with Max Sommers who has approached the board regarding bringing a skateboard park to town for his input on what he thinks kids would like to see in terms of a youth center.  

Trustee Aluise stated that he would like to see the revised subdivision code come before the Planning Commission and the board for approval.  Mr. Aluise also mentioned the roundabout that John Evans spoke of earlier in the evening, adding that the credit goes to many other staff members for getting this project completed, and that it was a team effort.   

Mayor Moore stated that he is pleased with the work of building inspector Mike Styk, that Mike also helps in Public Works when he can, and that he is a valuable asset.  Mr. Moore commented about the weed complaints last year, adding that he is getting complaints right now about the weeds on Main Street and that it is unacceptable.  He wants to see the town free of weeds even if it costs more.  Mayor Moore asked Chief Burris why the weeds are not addressed on a regular basis, and Chief Burris stated that the department has been extremely busy, and that weeds have not been a high priority.  Mayor Moore commented that people in his subdivision feel that the police department has neglected its duties in regards to weeds, and Trustee Leigh stated that if the board is going to keep the department one officer short, then they should not be criticized for not ticketing weeds.  Trustee Aluise suggested hiring a contractor to cut down weeds and then send a bill to the property owner.  If the bill is not paid, then a lien can be placed on the property.  Mayor Moore stated that he wants the weeds taken care of especially on Main Street this summer.        
_____

Staff reports
Administrator Farrar briefly discussed the trustee email accounts, the ambulance meeting this Wednesday, Kathleen Curry being on the next agenda, and the resignation of Town Treasurer Connie Stevens effective June 25th.  Mr. Farrar added that Ms. Stevens has offered to help until the position is filled and Trustee Aluise volunteered to help where he can.     

Trustee Sos left the meeting at 11:10 p.m.
Trustee Leigh commented about the old business memo put together by Public Works Director Pace, and asked that it be put on a future agenda.  There was also discussion about staff providing the board with the list of bills to be paid for approval from the board.  Trustee Aluise stated that the bills are published in the newspaper, and that the department heads are responsible for verifying the bills to be paid against their budgets.  There was a consensus to continue having staff verify the bills to be paid without bringing a list of them to the board for their approval.  
Administrator Farrar asked the board about community requests, and asked that in fairness to those who have requested and been awarded money, to send them a letter stating that due to budgetary constraints funding is not going to be available to their organizations.  There was brief discussion that money should still be given to RFTA for the service that they provide the town.
Administrator Farrar asked if the board would be interested in another work session.  Staff will email the board members on a future date that would be acceptable to everyone.  

_____

Adjournment

Trustee Taylor made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Leigh seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Moore adjourned the meeting at 11:23 p.m.  
_____

Respectfully submitted,



Approved by the Board of Trustees

____________________________


____________________________

Sheila M. McIntyre, CMC



David C. Moore
Town Clerk





Mayor 
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