
TOWN OF SILT
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
JULY 13, 2009 – 7:00 P.M.
The Silt Board of Trustees held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, July 13, 2009 in the municipal council chambers.  Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

_____

Roll call



Present
Mayor Dave Moore







Trustee Bobby Hays

Trustee Nicky Leigh








Trustee Meredith Robinson








Trustee Joe Sos






Absent

Trustee Sonny Fernandez








One vacancy 

Also present were Town Administrator Betsy Suerth, Town Attorney Gene Duran, Town Clerk Sheila McIntyre, Community Development Director Gale Carmoney and members of the public and press.
_____

Pledge of Allegiance

_____

Consent Agenda

1) Minutes of the June 22, 2009 Board of Trustees meeting
2) Memorandum of Termination of Agreements between the Town of Silt and Stillwater Districts 1 & 2

3) Memorandum of Understanding with Governor’s Energy Office 

4) Resolution No. 26, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION OPPOSING PASSAGE OF H.R.2454, THE “AMERICAN CLEAN ENERGY AND SECURITY ACT,” SPONSORED BY REPRESENTATIVES HENRY WAXMAN (D-CALIF.) AND ED MARKEY (D-MASS.)

5) Ambulance – Amendment to their Standard Operating Procedures

Trustee Leigh asked to remove item number four for separate discussion.  
Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the exception of item number four and with the changes discussed to the minutes and the change in the MOU regarding the Stillwater Districts.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

There was discussion regarding the Resolution opposing passage of H.R. 2454.  Present tonight is Aron Diaz, Executive Director to Associated Governments of Northwest Colorado, of which the Town of Silt is a member.  Mr. Diaz briefed the board on the resolution, adding that AGNC has not taken a formal position on the Resolution.

Trustee Hays made a motion to have the Town Administrator prepare a letter to State Government Officials, explaining that the board is split on this issue.  The motion failed for lack of a second.    
Trustee Leigh stated that she feels it is an individual choice to write to our Senator.  Mr. Diaz also reminded the board that AGNC could be contacted to work on issues such as these since the Town of Silt is a member of AGNC.
_____

Public Comments

There were no public comments.         
_____

Agenda Changes

Mayor Moore asked to move item H forward regarding the trustees’ vacancy to take place after board comments, that way if Doug Williams is appointed to the board he could take a seat immediately.  

Trustee Hays made a motion to move item H forward on the agenda to take place after board comments.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.    

_____

Updates from Board / Board Comments

Trustee Robinson briefly spoke about the Growing Cooler Communities seminar attended by Trustee Hays, asking if the information was helpful.  He stated that it related to energy projects and that there will be more meetings in the future.  
_____

Board of Trustee vacancy

Present tonight is Doug Williams who has submitted a letter of interest for the vacant trustees’ position.  Mr. Williams had previously sat on the board until his resignation approximately two years ago.  

Attorney Duran explained the Charter in regards to filling a board vacancy, and that the Charter allows for up to three vacancies before a special election needs to be called.  Mr. Duran stated that if the board should entertain the option of interviewing for this vacancy again, then in all fairness to those who might be reconsidering running for this position, the board should set a date certain to allow all citizens the opportunity to submit a letter of interest.      
The board discussed re-advertising the opening, and setting another date for letters of interest to be submitted by.  It was also discussed that the wording in the Charter needs to be clarified.  

Trustee Hays made a motion to appoint Doug Williams to the Board of Trustees.  The motion failed for lack of a second.

There was a consensus to re-advertise for the board vacancy and accept letters of interest until August 10, 2009.  Interviews will then take place at the August 10, 2009 Board of Trustees meeting.   
_____
Ambulance update
Present tonight are Susan Taylor, Ambulance Director and Aaron Taylor.  Ms. Taylor stated West Care Ambulance was invited to the Board of County Commissions meeting to discuss inter-facility transports within the County should there be a merger with Burning Mountain Fire District and what will happen to 911 service in New Castle.  Ms. Taylor added that there were discussions on getting all parties involved together to discuss how to address these situations.  She stated that she would keep the board updated on those discussions.      
Trustee Robinson who sits on the committee explained that the merger process is moving along and the direction has always been to have the 911 service taken over by BMFD.  The transport service could possibly be taken over by the hospitals in the area, or the formation of a district, but she added that the Town of Silt would not continue to be responsible for it.
Administrator Suerth stated that the process is moving in a positive direction, and that staff is working on an IGA and that the first draft will be presented to the committee at their next meeting in a couple of weeks.  Attorney Duran explained the process of merging West Care with BMFD.  He added that New Castle is looking at creating an “authority”, not a “district”.  

Smokey Slaven who is an employee of West Care stated that the merger is not going to improve the service from what he can see.  He also commented about West Care employees not being invited to the merger meetings and the equipment that the ambulance is being asked to give to BMFD.
Cole Oeltjenbrun, an employee of West Care asked why this merger is happening, and Trustee Robinson explained that the ambulance service is not a sustainable model with only the Town of Silt being responsible for it.  The Town of Silt can no longer afford to support the ambulance that covers such a large area.
Director Taylor asked the board if they would be willing to support a transport service, and if so, West Care needs to know exactly what the town would do to assist with making this happen.  Trustee Robinson commented that each time the merger committee asked about them creating a transport service, their answer was always no, until the last meeting, therefore the committee has proceeded in the manner that they have.  Administrator Suerth stated that the town has not made any commitments in regards to this.  She added that information discussed regarding the potential merger could be obtained by attending the board meetings as well as reading the appropriate minutes.     
Director Taylor requested that either she or Aaron Taylor be allowed to attend the committee meetings from this point on so that they can offer input.  Mayor Moore stated that he thought that if it is a meeting funded by taxpayers’ money, that they should be allowed to attend.  Administrator Suerth explained the process that the merger committee has laid out, and at what point proper staff members from West Care Ambulance would be invited to attend to provide assistance on certain details.  
_____

Adoption of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan – (continuance requested)
Director Carmoney asked the board to continue this item until the July 27, 2009 meeting.  
Trustee Hays made a motion to continue the public hearing and the adoption of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan until the July 27, 2009 meeting.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  
_____

Access Control Plan Project Update
Present tonight is David Sprague, Traffic Engineer with PBS&J who has been contracted by the Town of Silt to draft the Access Control Plan for Highway 6 and the River Frontage Road.  Mr. Sprague went through his slideshow presentation and provided the board with an update of the project and the current conditions.  An open house will be held on July 23, 2009 at the Silt Fire House for the public to attend.  Completion date of this project is expected to be by the end of the year or early 2010.  The adoption process will then begin and the plan should be finalized in approximately March 2010 according to Alisa Babler with CDoT.  
_____

Mayor Moore adjourned for a break at 9:00 p.m. and reconvened at 9:10 p.m.
_____

Ordinance No. 9, Series 2009 – Second reading

Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 9, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A COLLECTION PROCESS FOR PARKING VIOLATIONS 
Attorney Duran stated that no changes have been made since the first reading of this ordinance.  

Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 9:12 p.m.  There were no public comments and the 
Mayor closed the public hearing at 9:12 p.m.

Trustee Hays made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 9, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A COLLECTION PROCESS FOR PARKING VIOLATIONS.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

_____

Alternative Energy Incentives update 
Director Carmoney explained that staff was given direction during a recent meeting to investigate alternative energy incentives that may be established by policy or in the municipal code.  Information has been researched by staff and provided to the board to generate some ideas and for additional direction on what they would like to see.  Director Carmoney added that with the pending adoption of the town’s new comprehensive plan, it is prudent to pursue additional research and determine what types of future code revisions must be made in order for the municipal code to synchronize with our new comp plan goals and policies.  Director Carmoney suggested forming a task force to work on drafting goals and policies.
Trustee Hays made a motion to continue this item to a future meeting.  The motion failed for lack of a second.

Trustee Robinson stated that this information is on the NECI website: garfieldcleanenergy.org.  Staff will continue to look at other incentives and report back to the board at a later date. 

_____

Staff reports

Administrator Suerth went through her managers report addressing briefly the 2010 budget process schedule, the Public Deposit Protection Act, the approval of the roundabout center improvement, Mosquito Control Program update, Last Chance / Loesch and Crann water rights change case and Ruedi water contract update, Senior Programs update, attendance of the Chevron Stakeholder’s meeting, and an update on the Weed Advisory Board.  
Trustee Hays made a motion to extend the meeting until 10:30 p.m.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 
_____

Executive Session – Silt Building, LLC

Trustee Hays made a motion to go into executive session for a conference with the Town attorney, for the purpose of receiving legal advice on a specific legal question under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(b).  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  The board adjourned to executive session at 9:54 p.m.    

At the end of executive session, Mayor Moore made the following statement:  “The time is now 10:15 p.m., and the executive session has concluded.  No formal action was taken in executive session.  The participants in the executive session were:  Dave Moore, Meredith Robinson, Bobby Hays, Joe Sos, Nicky Leigh, Betsy Suerth, Gene Duran, and Sheila McIntyre.  For the record, if any person who participated in the executive session believes that any substantial discussion of any matters not included in the motion to go into the executive session occurred during the executive session, or that any improper action occurred during the executive session in violation of the Open Meetings Law, I would ask that you state your concerns for the record.“ 

_____
Adjournment

Trustee Sos made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Moore adjourned the meeting at 10:16 p.m.  
_____

Respectfully submitted,



Approved by the Board of Trustees

____________________________


____________________________

Sheila M. McIntyre, CMC



David C. Moore
Town Clerk





Mayor
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