
 TOWN OF SILT
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
AUGUST 10, 2009 – 7:00 P.M.
The Silt Board of Trustees held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, August 10, 2009 in the municipal council chambers.  Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

_____

Roll call



Present
Mayor Dave Moore







Trustee Sonny Fernandez








Trustee Bobby Hays







Trustee Meredith Robinson








Trustee Joe Sos







One vacancy 






Absent

Trustee Nicky Leigh

Also present were Town Administrator Betsy Suerth, Town Attorney Gene Duran, Town Clerk Sheila McIntyre, Town Treasurer Connie Stevens, Public Works Director Gerry Pace, and members of the public and press.
_____

Pledge of Allegiance

_____

Consent Agenda

1) Minutes of the July 27, 2009 Board of Trustees meeting
2) Appointment of Doug Williams as Trustee
3) Thank you letter to Re-2
Mayor Moore asked to pull the appointment of Doug Williams from the consent agenda.  

Trustee Hays made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the removal of item number two, and the minor changes discussed to the letter to Re-2.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

_____

Swearing in of new Trustee – Doug Williams

Administrator Suerth stated that since there are now three additional applicants for the trustee vacancy staff feels that it would be more appropriate to treat all four applicants equal, and to have them all interviewed together at the August 24, 2009 board meeting, adding that one applicant was unable to be here tonight due to the short notice for interviews.  She added that it is important for public perception that the elected officials conduct their business in an open forum and in a fair manner, with ample notice given to all applicants.     

Attorney Duran stated that the Charter states that the board will establish a structure that is efficient, fair, and orderly.  He added that the public notice did not state that interviews would take place tonight, and supports staff that it would be fairer to have the interviews take place at the next meeting with sufficient notice given to all applicants.   
Mayor Moore stated that he appreciates that staff wants this to be fair, but that tonight was designated as the night to choose the trustee, and that we should stand by it and appoint a trustee tonight.    
Doug Williams asked to be allowed to comment, stating that he feels that the board should follow staffs recommendation and interview all of the applicants at the next meeting.  Two of the applicants present tonight stated that they could come back on August 24th.  
Trustee Robinson made a motion to interview all four of the candidates on August 24, 2009.  Trustee Fernandez seconded the motion, and the motion carried with Trustee Hays voting nay. 

_____

Employee recognition – Chris Classen

Mayor Moore presented Chris Classen with an Employee Recognition award, adding that he admires Chris’ personal enthusiasm, friendliness and willingness to help others.  Public Works Director Gerry Pace stated that Chris was nominated by the Silt Hey Day committee for this award because of his great attitude and work ethics and for all that he did for them during Silt Hey Day.  
_____

Public Comments

There were no public comments.         
_____

Agenda Changes

There were no agenda changes.    

_____

Updates from Board / Board Comments

Trustee Fernandez commented about speaking clearly and into the microphones so that the public can hear the trustees more clearly.  Trustee Robinson asked if anyone was going to attend the AGNC meeting in Meeker, offering to go if no one else was.  

_____

Investment Policy approval

Town Treasurer Stevens explained to the board that the Investment Policy that is mandated by State Statutes, enforces how the town invests funds, and was a recommendation by the town’s auditor.  The investment policy will not change the way that the town is currently investing excess revenue, but will provide a formal policy that will create a consistency during staff and board changes.  

Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve the Investment Policy with the few changes discussed.  Trustee Hays seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 

_____

Ordinance No. 6, Series 2009 – First reading
Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 6, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO REPEALING AND REPLACING SECTION 13.04.260, TABLE OF EQUIVALENT UNITS IN ORDER TO ADD A RATE FOR RECREATIONAL VEHICLES IN A RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARK AND TO CLARIFY COMMERCIAL BUILDING MINIMUM RATE   

Public Works Director Gerry Pace went through the changes being made to the existing code.  The main change is to add a rate for recreational vehicles that would allow the town to provide sewer service to Viking RV Park should an agreement be made with them to do so.  

Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 7:38 p.m.  There were no public comments and the Mayor then closed the public hearing at 7:38 p.m.

Trustee Hays made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 6, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO REPEALING AND REPLACING SECTION 13.04.260, TABLE OF EQUIVALENT UNITS IN ORDER TO ADD A RATE FOR RECREATIONAL VEHICLES IN A RECREATIONAL VEHICLE PARK AND TO CLARIFY COMMERCIAL BUILDING MINIMUM RATE.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  

_____

Resolution No. 30, Series 2009
Mayor Moore read Resolution No. 30, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF SILT APPROVING THE PARTIAL LEASE EXTENSION BETWEEN THE TOWN OF SILT AND ANTERO RESOURCES PICEANCE CORPORATION EXTENDING THE APRIL 29, 2005 OIL AND GAS LEASE FOR FOUR YEARS AND COVERING LANDS DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A 
Administrator Suerth explained that Antero is interested in leasing only the minerals they believe they can develop in a reasonable time frame, which would be an area of only 47 acres.  In addition, bonus pricing has fallen as a result of a reduction in gas prices, and the bonus payment offer stands at $400 per acre for a lease extension of four years.  Ms. Suerth stated that the terms of the original lease, including royalty payments, surface use restrictions and the street maintenance annual payment of $10,000 are still considered exceptional and will remain in tact.    

Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 30, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE TOWN OF SILT APPROVING THE PARTIAL LEASE EXTENSION BETWEEN THE TOWN OF SILT AND ANTERO RESOURCES PICEANCE CORPORATION EXTENDING THE APRIL 29, 2005 OIL AND GAS LEASE FOR FOUR YEARS AND COVERING LANDS DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT A.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  

_____

Staff reports

Administrator Suerth went through her manager’s reports briefing the board on the roundabout sculpture, adding that it will be unveiled on August 21st at 3:00.  She also briefed the board on the utility accounts status.  There was a consensus to hold a mini-retreat on December 7, 2009.  
There was lengthy discussion regarding DOLA who has asked the town to mentor an intern for two years beginning in 2010.  The town would be expected to fund the intern for a sum of $15,000 per year.  She added it would be a unique opportunity to bring fresh ideas to Silt and that the intern would focus on economic development.  Administrator Suerth discussed the budget and the possible cuts that are being considered in the 2010 budget, and that this position could be partially funded by lodging tax as well as part of the town administrator’s budget.  Ms. Suerth added that AGNC might be willing to contribute funds for the intern to manage website work.  There was a consensus that with the perception this would give, and the good chance of employees being furloughed next year, that it would not look good to bring on an intern with a cost to the town next year.  It was suggested that maybe the town could sponsor an intern at a later date.  
Trustee Hays made a motion to hire the intern through DOLA.  The motion failed for lack of a second.  
Administrator Suerth continued with her report and briefed the board on the Loesch and Crann Water Change case, attendance of a NECI meeting, the ambulance budget adjustments, an update on the ambulance merger committee meeting, adding that staff is working on the revisions to the first draft of the IGA.  Ms. Suerth stated that a letter was received from Glenwood Medical Associates regarding the upcoming merger and that staff will respond to it.  Ms. Suerth stated that AGNC is having a strategic planning session in Meeker on August 27th, that Re-2 has installed a new sidewalk that connects Cactus Valley Elementary with the Town’s trail to Orchard Avenue, and that health insurance information is available to board members and can be provided to them by staff. 
Attorney Duran briefed the board about a past proposal to use his services in Rifle court should they experience a conflict of interest.  He has recently been made aware that Rifle would like to use him for a case, and he would like to formalize this with an IGA.  There was a consensus of the board to allow Attorney Duran to serve in this capacity.  Mr. Duran also stated that he attended a seminar hosted by CML regarding development for communities.  He recommended that the town streamline its code to make it easier for developers to follow, and to have it mesh with the new comprehensive plan that the town is getting ready to approve. The current code has a number of strict requirements that tend to turn developers away.
_____

Mayor Moore adjourned for a break at 8:55 p.m. and reconvened at 9:00 p.m.
_____

Executive Session

Trustee Hays made a motion to go into executive session for a conference with the Town attorney, for the purpose of receiving legal advice on a specific legal question under C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b).  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  The Board adjourned to executive session at 9:03 p.m.

At the end of executive session, Mayor Moore made the following statement:  “The time is now 9:37 p.m., and the executive session has concluded.  No formal action was taken in executive session.  The participants in the executive session were:  Dave Moore, Meredith Robinson, Bobby Hays, Sonny Fernandez, Joe Sos, Betsy Suerth, Gene Duran, and Sheila McIntyre.  For the record, if any person who participated in the executive session believes that any substantial discussion of any matters not included in the motion to go into the executive session occurred during the executive session, or that any improper action occurred during the executive session in violation of the Open Meetings Law, I would ask that you state your concerns for the record.“ 

_____

Adjournment

Trustee Robinson made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Moore adjourned the meeting at 9:38 p.m.  
_____

Respectfully submitted,



Approved by the Board of Trustees

____________________________


____________________________

Sheila M. McIntyre, CMC



David C. Moore
Town Clerk





Mayor
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