
TOWN OF SILT
REGULAR BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
SEPTEMBER 14, 2009 – 7:00 P.M.
5:00 – 6:45 p.m. General Fund budget workshop
The Silt Board of Trustees held their regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, September 14, 2009 in the municipal council chambers.  Mayor Moore called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

_____

Roll call



Present
Mayor Dave Moore







Trustee Sonny Fernandez








Trustee Bobby Hays







Trustee Nicky Leigh








Trustee Meredith Robinson








Trustee Joe Sos





Absent

Trustee Doug Williams
Also present were Town Administrator Betsy Suerth, Town Attorney Gene Duran, Town Clerk Sheila McIntyre, Town Treasurer Connie Stevens, and members of the public and press.
_____

Pledge of Allegiance

_____

Consent Agenda

1) Minutes of the August 24, 2009 Board of Trustees meeting
2) Contract approval for municipal court software company
3) Letter of Support for Parachute DOLA grant

4) Trident Settlement Agreement

Mayor Moore asked to pull item number four to be discussed later in executive session. 

Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve the consent agenda with the correction discussed in the minutes.  Trustee Hays seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.

_____

Public Comments

Forrest Jacobs was present tonight.  Mayor Moore made a statement that the board will objectively listen to him.  Mr. Jacobs went on to talk about the roundabout, adding that he took a brief survey of what people thought about the roundabout sculpture and found that a big percentage of people wanted to address the climber.  He stated that the board is elected to take care of the people and represent them equally.  Mr. Jacobs stated that since the board is not going to do anything about the sculpture, it has left him with no choice but to get signatures from the people.  He said that the board also needs to think about this being a State and County highway, and that if worse comes to worse it may not stop here, and that he has a right to take his concerns onto the County and to the State.  He stated that he would like to see this put in the hands of a committee to fix it, and that the board needs to make up their minds on what they are going to do with the sculpture so that he knows how to take it from here.  Mr. Jacobs stated that the artist has a right to his artistic views, but that something like this should be viewed at a museum.  Mayor Moore thanked Mr. Jacobs for expressing his opinion and encouraged him to circulate a petition as that is his right, adding that no decision can be made tonight, not until everybody is heard.    
Jennifer Stepisnik stated that she is concerned that RFTA is threatening to take their service away from Silt, and that the community cannot let this happen.  She understands that this has been on the ballot and failed twice, but would like to start a petition for a ballot initiative or do whatever needs to be done to keep the bus service.  She asked what the town would need from RFTA to proceed with this.  Administrator Suerth stated that staff will contact RFTA, but said that if the town chooses to pursue this on their own, it could be at the town’s expense this time.  There was discussion that the town would need to get a commitment from RFTA prior to putting this on the ballot.  Ms. Stepisnik relayed her concern about the way the board acted, and how dysfunctional they appear to the public.  She added that it is ridiculous the way they act and reminded them that they are televised.  She stated that she is a member of this community and a taxpaying citizen who deserves to be served.  Discussion continued regarding RFTA, and Mayor Moore stated that there have been discussions amongst some of the mayors of creating a transportation district where the towns could contract with RFTA.    
_____

Agenda Changes

There were no agenda changes.    

_____

Updates from Board / Board Comments

Trustee Leigh stated that she agrees with Ms. Stepisnik, and that the board is acting very dysfunctional.  She added that she does not like when any one board member talks and they come across like they are speaking for the entire board, or that they reflect that something is going to be passed.  

Trustee Hays stated that he attended the Garfield County meeting today and that he indicated that he felt there should be new oil and gas rules.  He also commented about medical marijuana, and the similarity of smoking cigarettes and the risks of cancer.  He added that he would like to see the facts backing up medical marijuana.  Trustee Hays agreed that the board acts foolish, but that it is not all focused on him.  

Trustee Fernandez stated that the comments that he has received on the roundabout run about half-and-half.  
Trustee Robinson stated that she would no longer be able to attend the NECI meetings.  Trustee Hays will now represent the town and she will be the alternate.  
Mayor Moore stated that two businessmen from the Lyon Subdivision have approached him, disgusted that the town is making the industrial park take care of the island going into the Silt Trade Center when it is the town’s responsibility.  Mayor Moore stated that he had heard from Kelly Lyon who stated that he had asked the town to take care of this, but they ended up making the improvements themselves.  Administrator Suerth stated that this was not true, and that staff has been out there working on the island, of which Trustees Robinson and Fernandez confirmed that they had seen town employees down there working as well.  Ms. Suerth added that Mr. Lyon did contribute to the cost of the mulch, but that the town did all of the work.       

Mayor Moore stated that he had also received a phone call from Doug Williams who had also received a phone call from a citizen regarding the weeds at the entrance of MiraLoma.  The height of the weeds makes it difficult to see when driving.  He added that the weeds down at Camario are also out of control.  Administrator Suerth stated that letters have gone out and that staff will be following up on them.    

_____

New Auditor appointment 
Town Treasurer Stevens went over the bids that were received for a new auditor.  Staff recommends Colorado CPA Services, adding that they concentrate only on government entities.  This company is out of Meeker, and has a person that works in Rifle so they will be closer to work with throughout the year.    

Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve the selection of Colorado CPA Services as the new auditor.  Trustee Hays seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 

_____

Resolution No. 32, Series 2009
Mayor Moore read Resolution No. 32, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SUBDIVISION EXEMPTION PLAT FOR LOTS 11-14 AND THE WEST HALF OF LOT 15, BLOCK 1 OF THE RALEY SUBDIVISION LOCATED AT 910 GRAND AVE. WITHIN THE TOWN OF SILT, GARFIELD COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO  

Present tonight is applicant Beverly Rude.  Administrator Suerth went through the staff report stating that the Planning Commission has recommended approval as does staff.     
Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 7:53 p.m.  There were no public comments and the Mayor then closed the public hearing at 7:53 p.m.

Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 32, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION APPROVING A SUBDIVISION EXEMPTION PLAT FOR LOTS 11-14 AND THE WEST HALF OF LOT 15, BLOCK 1 OF THE RALEY SUBDIVISION LOCATED AT 910 GRAND AVE. WITHIN THE TOWN OF SILT, GARFIELD COUNTY, STATE OF COLORADO.  Trustee Leigh seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  

_____

​​​​​
Ordinance No. 10, Series 2009 – Second reading
Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 10, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO REPEALING CHAPTER 5.25 AND ENACTING THE TOWN OF SILT LIQUOR CODE
Attorney Duran went over the changes requested from the first reading of this ordinance.  

Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 8:18 p.m.  There were no public comments and the Mayor then closed the public hearing at 8:18 p.m.

Trustee Hays made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 10, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO REPEALING CHAPTER 5.25 AND ENACTING THE TOWN OF SILT LIQUOR CODE.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried with Trustee Leigh voting nay.
_____

Resolution No. 33, Series 2009

Mayor Moore read Resolution No. 33, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE PROCESSING OF LIQUOR APPLICATIONS FOR THE TOWN OF SILT

Attorney Duran stated that this resolution would establish certain policies, procedures, and forms that will be used by staff to process liquor applications.  He also explained that the State can change the license fees that are collected by the town periodically, and that this resolution will allow staff to make changes by resolution when necessary.  

Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve Resolution No. 33, Series 2009, A RESOLUTION ADOPTING POLICIES AND PROCEDURES FOR THE PROCESSING OF LIQUOR APPLICATIONS FOR THE TOWN OF SILT with changes made to the hearing procedures to including swearing in of all witnesses, and adding “within the neighborhood”.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 

_____

Ordinance No. 11, Series 2009 – First reading

Mayor Moore read Ordinance No. 11, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO AMENDING CHAPTER 1.16 OF THE SILT MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONS

Attorney Duran stated that the State Statutes do not have certain specific timelines in regards to mail ballot elections and these dates certain will assist staff with the mail ballot process and the cancelling of an election if necessary.
Mayor Moore opened the public hearing at 8:46 p.m.  There were no public comments and the Mayor then closed the public hearing at 8:46 p.m.

Trustee Hays made a motion to approve Ordinance No. 11, Series 2009, AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF SILT, COLORADO AMENDING CHAPTER 1.16 OF THE SILT MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING SPECIAL PROCEDURES FOR MAIL BALLOT ELECTIONS.  Trustee Robinson seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously. 
_____

Staff reports

Administrator Suerth went through her manager’s report briefly discussing the donation of $4000 from Community Newspapers of Colorado to go towards the sculpture, an update on the ambulance merger and that a revised IGA has been provided, severance tax distributions, furloughs, the Access Control Plan, recent attendance of a NECI meeting, a potential solar project in town, attendance of a workshop on passing Colorado Tax Measures in Uncertain Times, and RFTA.  
Attorney Duran commented about the upcoming mediation on September 24, 2009 with B & L Liquors on a lawsuit that they had filed against the Town of Silt regarding a possible violation of the Open Meetings Act law.   Staff has asked that two members of the board attend this mediation along with staff.  Mayor Moore stated that he would be there and possibly Trustee Fernandez or Trustee Robinson.    
_____

Executive Session

Trustee Hays made a motion to go into executive session for a conference with the Town attorney for the purpose of receiving legal advice on a specific legal question under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(b).  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  The board adjourned to executive session at 9:15 p.m.    

At the end of executive session, Mayor Moore made the following statement:  “The time is now 9:58 p.m., and the executive session has concluded.  No formal action was taken in executive session.  The participants in the executive session were:  Dave Moore, Sonny Fernandez, Meredith Robinson, Bobby Hays, Joe Sos, Nicky Leigh, Betsy Suerth, Gene Duran, and Sheila McIntyre.  For the record, if any person who participated in the executive session believes that any substantial discussion of any matters not included in the motion to go into the executive session occurred during the executive session, or that any improper action occurred during the executive session in violation of the Open Meetings Law, I would ask that you state your concerns for the record.“ 

_____

Trustee Robinson made a motion to approve the Trident Settlement Agreement.  Trustee Leigh seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.
_____

Adjournment

Trustee Robinson made a motion to adjourn.  Trustee Sos seconded the motion, and the motion carried unanimously.  Mayor Moore adjourned the meeting at 10:00 p.m.  
_____

Respectfully submitted,



Approved by the Board of Trustees

____________________________


____________________________

Sheila M. McIntyre, CMC



David C. Moore
Town Clerk





Mayor
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