TOWN OF SILT

MINUTES FOR

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING

TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 2009, 7:00 P.M.

Call to Order
Chair Ron Morgan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Present:

Chair Ron Morgan




Commissioner Joe Carpenter





Commissioner Mark Rinehart





Alternate Patricia McClure

Alternate Joyce Gornick


Absent:

Vice Chair John Reeves





Commissioner Andrew Reeves

Also present at the meeting were Community Development Director Gale Carmoney and Planning & Building Technician Kathleen Michel. 
Pledge of Allegiance

Conflicts of Interest
There were no conflicts of interest.

Consent Agenda
Consideration of Minutes of March 17, 2009.  There was a correction of who made and seconded the motion to nominate the new Chair.
MOTION:
Commissioner Carpenter made a motion to approve the March 17, 2009 minutes as corrected.  Commissioner Gornick seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  
Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Agenda Changes
There were no agenda changes.

New Business
Discussion of Developer Responsibility for Removal of Weeds, Brush and Trash on Undeveloped Lots within Approved Subdivisions
Mr. Carmoney explained the reason for discussion of this item.  A copy of the March 24, 2009 notice letter to Accord Development regarding conditions at Camario subdivision was distributed to the commissioners.  Mr. Carmoney commented on the state of the clean-up efforts to date and indicated he would follow up with Accord at the end of the week.  

There was discussion of adding clean-up responsibilities to approval conditions for development projects to avoid this type of situation.  After discussion of several approaches to the problem, there was consensus that compliance with Silt Municipal Code requirements would offer sufficient control of site maintenance.  
Discussion of Sustainable Development and Energy Practices

Mr. Carmoney commented on projects the Town of Silt was going to try in the near future including a possible design change for Town Hall to make it more energy efficient.  The County Library was planning to expand in the future and there was a goal to work with the library in achieving its goals as well.  

There was discussion of what other cities were doing.

Mr. Carmoney commented that public awareness of development impact on a community was the first step.  

There was discussion of LEEDS standards for new building projects and Energy Star recognition as energy efficient.  It was noted that some communities have developed an energy efficiency rating systems for their construction applications.  There was discussion of Silt seeking to be a leader regarding energy efficiency.  
Mr. Carmoney pointed out that the town had adopted the ICC Energy Code.  He further commented that it did not yet have an energy rating system but that it was likely to be a part of the code in the future.  
Staff and Commission Comments
Mr. Carmoney spoke about code changes specifying engineered foundations only rather than allowing engineered or architect-approved plans.  Currently the building department was using the more restrictive interpretation because of the soils conditions.  He indicated a draft had been prepared for this change.  

Mr. Carmoney indicated he would be bringing proposed changes regarding the composition of the commission, i.e. all seven members as voting members compared to the present five commissioners and two alternates.  In addition, he suggested looking at the downtown overlay district and some types of construction the code currently excludes from the area.  
Mr. Carmoney spoke further about items in the code that could be addressed and whether the commission wanted to consider things a title at a time or immediately address some of the inconsistencies.  

The commissioners wished to clear up the inconsistencies.

The commissioners also requested a list of upcoming development projects and asked about enforcement of dates for submittal of items for their consideration to facilitate completion of staff reports.
MOTION:
At 8:40 p.m. Commissioner Carpenter moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Gornick seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.  


/s/






/s/





Chair Ronald B. Morgan



Kathleen Michel







Planning & Building Technician
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