TOWN OF SILT

MINUTES FOR

PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION MEETING

TUESDAY, AUGUST 18, 2009, 7:00 P.M.

Call to Order
Chair Ron Morgan called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll Call

Present:

Chair Ron Morgan
Vice Chair John Reeves




Commissioner Mark Rinehart





Commissioner Robert Shivley





Alternate Patricia McClure

Absent:

Commissioner Andrew Reeves
Also present at the meeting were Community Development Director Gale Carmoney and Planning & Building Technician Kathleen Michel.  
Pledge of Allegiance

Conflicts of Interest
There were no conflicts of interest.

Consent Agenda
Consideration of minutes of July 21, 2009.
MOTION:
Vice Chair John Reeves made a motion to approve the minutes of July 21, 2009, as written.  Commissioner Shivley seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.  
Public Comment
There was no public comment.

Agenda Changes
There were no agenda changes.

New Business
Adoption of 2009 Comprehensive Plan

Mr. Carmoney presented his comments to introduce the comprehensive plan and the new maps prepared in GIS format.  He spoke about the action plan and the things to be done immediately to implement the plan.  He pointed out that the plan as a general instrument was more useful and the unveiling of the roundabout art at the time the plan was adopted would work for establishing the town’s identity.  He reported that the meeting of the neighboring communities, RAFTA and Garfield County was successful and he had hopes that the community boards will join in the efforts of this intergovernmental group to recognize one another’s comprehensive plans. 
One of the action items, town logo/identity would be a challenge but the community would be able to participate in establishing the identity.  The town’s logo and signage would play a big part in identifying local attractions and business.  Code amendments were also a major component of the action plan.  Budget would be a large factor in implementing changes as there were fewer developers to participate or contribute to the costs.  Potential partners in implementing the action plan would be important to the future success of the action plan.  There was discussion of involving students in informational activities.  RAFTA and the School Board were suggested as participants in the action plan. Mr. Carmoney encouraged the commissioners to share information with their contacts as the document as a whole could not easily go to all email addresses but would eventually be placed on the town website.  He pointed out that proofreading was still taking place and corrections would take place later this week.  
There was discussion about floodplain management and survey benchmarks that were discussed at earlier meetings.  Mr. Carmoney explained that he was seeking a grant for this purpose and found that the FEMA grants required an active mitigation plan already in place. He was investigating other grant sources that would fit with Silt.  Federal programs were seeking shovel ready projects.  Silt needed funding for more studies.  His main concern was finding grants for a storm water management plan.  
Mr. Carmoney recommended adoption of the 2009 Comprehensive Plan.  

Chair Morgan asked if the Board of Trustees was aware of the action plan that was attached to the comp plan goals.  
Mr. Carmoney answered that the Board had received an earlier draft plan and now had the current draft as well.   He commented on specific language to implement goals.
There was a short discussion of infill projects and effect on water services and storm water drainage in the area.  Public works had already taken these lots into consideration and had appropriate EQRs available to serve the development of infill lots.   
Chair Morgan called for a motion to adopt the 2009 Comprehensive Plan.
MOTION:  
Commissioner Shivley made a motion to approve Resolution No. PZ‑1, Series 2009 as follows: 
RESOLUTION NO. PZ – 1, SERIES 2009

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION REPLACING THE 1996 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN IN ITS ENTIRETY BY ADOPTING THE 2009 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN (“MASTER PLAN”) FOR THE TOWN SILT

Commissioner McClure seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Carmoney reported he was researching adopting the comprehensive plan by ordinance to make it binding rather than advisory.  He was investigating the pros and cons of this action before taking it to the Board of Trustees.  
Chair Morgan pointed out the need to address the action plan and have the items already in place before adding the comprehensive plan to the code.  

Mr. Carmoney agreed that there were the many “housekeeping chores” that needed to be addressed before putting the comprehensive plan into the code.  

Staff and Commission Comments
Mr. Carmoney spoke about the future meeting calendar and indicated there would be no meeting on September 15.  Code required one meeting a month and he will seek to keep the commission informed of upcoming projects and code revisions.
He also talked about budget effects of less development and cuts that have taken place.  Staff was losing some paid holidays and there will also be unpaid work furloughs.  
Mr. Carmoney also announced the Energy Workshop coming up in Rifle later in the week and encouraged those who could to attend.  He also talked about budgeting for funds to make it possible for a commissioner to attend the planning conference coming up in Estes Park in October.
Mr. Shivley reported results of an energy audit for his home built in 1999 and things that could be done to improve the status.  He commented on the rebates available.  
Discussion took place regarding weed abatement and the possibility of town staff performing the work and billing owners.  Mr. Carmoney indicated that town staff was stretched thin and it might make this difficult at this time.  There was also discussion of certain non-complying properties and the efforts to bring them into compliance.
There were questions about the Subway shop and approvals received.  Mr. Carmoney indicated that the developer has not yet come in for permits.

Adjournment
MOTION:
At 8:23 p.m. Vice Chair Reeves moved to adjourn the meeting and Commissioner Rinehart seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.  



/s/






/s/




Chair Ronald B. Morgan



Kathleen Michel







Planning & Building Technician
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