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New Pest Threatens to Devour Rochester-Area Ash Trees

The Emerald Ash Borer has already destroyed millions of trees across in it’s trek to Rochester 

VICTOR, N.Y. – The beautiful ash tree in your yard could be in the clutches of the devastating foe. The Emerald Ash Borer has killed millions of ash trees since stowing away in a shipment from Asia, landing in Michigan and beginning its journey east. Northern Pennsylvania is just starting to see the insect’s destructive power and experts say it is likely the pest already inhabits Rochester’s trees. 

“Detection is the first step to saving our ash trees,” explains Greg Frank, arborist and vice-president of Ted Collins Tree and Landscape. “If we can locate the problem before the trees start dying, we have a better chance of rescuing them.” Ash tree owners should check their trees as soon as possible. If signs of the Emerald Ash Borer are present, call the Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) or your local Cornell Cooperative Extension representative immediately. 

Entomologists, arborists the USDA and the EPA have been researching and combating the Emerald Ash Borer since it was first spotted near Detroit in 2002. Researchers report that Emerald Ash Borer larvae destroy the tree’s infrastructure making it impossible for nutrients and water to travel throughout and causing limbs, and eventually the entire tree, to die. The borer spends its larval stage inside the tree and exits the bark, leaving a D-shaped hole. The adult beetles, which bear the shiny green wings that give the species its name, cause little additional damage as they feed on the tree’s foliage, but their presence is a sure-sign that the tree is in trouble.

Frank urges Rochester-area residents to join the effort, check their trees and report any signs of the Emerald Ash Borer. “We need to start by educating people and inspecting trees. Once we find the borers, we will be able to fight them and, hopefully, save the ash trees and our beautiful landscape in the process.” 

Please contact one of the following if you suspect Emerald Ash Borer: 
APHIS, Canandaigua, NY: 585-394-0525
APHIS, Lyons, NY: 315-946-4136
Cornell Cooperative Extension, Monroe County: 461-1000
USDA Forest Service: 1-866-322-4512

About Ted Collins Tree and Landscape:


Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, located in Victor, N.Y., has been providing expert design, tree, lawn, garden, and landscape services to the Rochester and Finger Lakes regions for over 50 years.  Founded in 1957, the Ted Collins team of licensed landscape architects, experienced design consultants, lawn and plant care specialists and horticultural experts continues to provide customers with reliable, quality, year-round service.  Services provided by Ted Collins specialists include landscape design and construction, lawn and tree care, landscape maintenance services, hardscape construction such as boulder walls, walkways, patios, water features, and more.  The company prides itself on being the one call for all that is green.  For more information on Ted Collins Tree and Landscape please call 

1-800-645-8336 or 585-924-7105 or visit www.tedcollinst-l.com.
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