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CONTAINER GARDENING BRINGS NATURE TO SMALL SPACES

Ted Collins Tree and Landscape Offers Tips to Create a Real Garden with Limited Space

VICTOR, N.Y. – Experts have noticed that the art of container gardening is picking up speed.  Even experienced gardeners need to keep a few guidelines in mind when caring for container gardens, especially in the summertime.
“Even the smallest porches, decks and patios can accommodate a variety of containers chock full of flowers and vegetables,” said Greg Frank, vice president of Ted Collins Tree and Landscape.  “Homeowners have a number choices to make, from the kinds of plants and flowers they will use, to containers such as flowerpots, planter boxes, or wooden barrels, to the actual location of the container gardens. There are a lot of elements to consider.”
Use containers with between 15 and 120 quarts of capacity, but be aware that all containers need to be able to drain when watered.  Many gardeners assume that garden containers come ready with drainage holes and this is not always the case.  If your container does not have holes, you will need to create them using a drill.  Also consider the type of container you are using.  For example clay pots tend to absorsb water easily so flowers in clay pots should be closely monitored for moisture loss, especially during hot, dry weather.

If you like to fertilize your flowers, consider using a slow release, organic fertilizer, such as Holly-tone™ or Plant-tone™ to keep container garden annuals growing profusely all summer long.  These types of fertilizers are different from “instant-green-up” liquid fertilizers, which filter from soil quickly and require weekly application. Slow release fertilizer gradually breaks down, allowing it to last for an extended period of time and produce more flowers, dark green leaves, and full, dense plants.  
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Liquid fertilizers also have the potential to burn the leaves of plants, especially in hot summer weather. Slow release, organic fertilizers can be a safer alternative, and only need to be applied once a month.  Gardeners should still continue regular watering and pruning to produce desired results.  

Homeowners can also be creative when it comes to container gardening.  Vary the size of containers; place a small terra cotta pot next to a unique old wheelbarrow.  Don’t feel as though you have to use small flowers; purchase a large hanging plant and re-plant it or plant large, overflowing varieties in a tall container.  All containers should be raised slightly off of the ground using bricks or wooden blocks to allow for drainage, but experiment with different levels of placement to for additional variety.

About Ted Collins Tree and Landscape:

Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, located in Victor, N.Y., has been providing expert design, tree, lawn, garden, and landscape services to the Rochester and Finger Lakes regions for 50 years.  Founded in 1957, the Ted Collins team of licensed landscape architects, experienced design consultants, lawn and plant care specialists and horticultural experts continues to provide customers with year-round service.  For more information on Ted Collins Tree and Landscape please call 1-800-645-8336 or 585-381-9000 or visit www.tedcollinst-l.com. 
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