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Building the Perfect Fire Starts with the Right Wood

Ted Collins Tree and Landscape Offers Tips To Build a Warming Fire This Winter

VICTOR, N.Y. –As winter trudges on and pelts Rochester with cold rain and heavy snows, nothing warms the heart and home like a crackling fire in the hearth. A long-lasting, clean-burning fire starts with the right firewood. Greg Frank, vice president of Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, offers the following tips on how to choose the right logs to build a beautiful fire. 

· Start with a mix of seasoned hardwoods. A good combination will include Oak, Maple, Ash and Beech. 

· Seasoned firewood will have a gray, weathered look, loose bark and checks or small cracks running toward the center of the log. Seasoned wood also feels lighter than fresh wood and will sound hollow when hit with another log or a rock. 

· Avoid softwoods like Pine, Spruce and Hemlock. These varieties are very resinous and filled with small knots and air pockets that can “pop” when heated causing flying sparks. 

· Make sure to bring the wood into the house a few hours before lighting a fire. Cold wood requires extra time to raise its temperature during combustion, allowing the wood to warm up first will ease the process. 

· When arranging logs in the hearth, be sure to use a large backlog to reflect heat outwards and act as a large, glowing coal to help sustain the fire. Place crumpled papers in a teepee of kindling for easy lighting. 

· Remember, ashes should never be disposed of in a paper or plastic container. Be sure to use a non-combustible container because hot ashes are not always detectable and ca
cause a fire. 
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· Go Green! Ash residue is an excellent fertilizer and can be stored for use in your gardens, flowerbeds or boxes and lawn this Spring! 

About Ted Collins Tree and Landscape:


Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, located in Victor, N.Y., has been providing expert design, tree, lawn, garden, and landscape services to the Rochester and Finger Lakes regions for 50 years.  Founded in 1957, the Ted Collins team of licensed landscape architects, experienced design consultants, lawn and plant care specialists and horticultural experts continues to provide customers with reliable, quality, year-round service.  Services provided by Ted Collins specialists include landscape design and construction, lawn and tree care, landscape maintenance services, hardscape construction such as boulder walls, walkways, patios, water features, and more.  The company prides itself on being the one call for all that is green.  For more information on Ted Collins Tree and Landscape please call 

1-800-645-8336 or 585-924-7105 or visit www.tedcollinst-l.com.
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