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HNTS FOR HYDRANGEAS

Achieving a Beautiful Bloom Plus What To Do Now for Next Year

VICTOR, N.Y. –Many gardeners believe that hydrangeas are difficult to grow and maintain. This is not really true if you are armed with the right advice. According to Dave Boothby from The Garden Store at Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, the secret is to first understand which variety of hydrangea you have in your garden. 

“Hydrangeas are an exciting species that are beautiful additions to Rochester’s gardens,” said Boothby, of Pittsford.  “Different types of hydrangeas will produce different colored blooms, but you can sometimes manipulate the color of your flower by changing the pH of the soil.”


For example, HHydrangea macrophylla, also called “big leaf hydrangea,” is generally pH sensitive.  A majority of soil in Rochester is alkaline-based and will cause hydrangeas to produce pink flowers, even if the plant originally produced blue flowers.  If you’d like your blue flowers to stay blue, add soil acidifier or fertilizer for acid loving plants.  Be aware that it is not uncommon to have more than one flower color on one plant ranging from pink to purple to blue.  
The pH trick will not work for all hydrangea plants; so pay attention to the species that you are purchasing. Hydrangea paniculata, often referred to as the “old fashioned hydrangea” generally flowers white and expresses some level of pink as it ages, while Hydrangea arborescens only flowers white.  These species are not pH sensitive, so their flower color cannot be changed. 

The best time to structurally prune hydrangeas is in the early spring.  So for now, prune to your liking. 

-more-
Challenge of Hydrangeas/pg 2 of 2
“Spent blooms can be removed, but many gardeners consider dried blooms to be attractive when left on the plant or cut and used for dried flower arrangements,” said Boothby. “Also, don’t hesitate to cut fresh blooms and display them alone or with other cut flowers in a vase.  This type of pruning will not hinder next year’s blooms.”
About Ted Collins Tree and Landscape:

Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, located in Victor, N.Y., has been providing expert design, tree, lawn, garden, and landscape services to the Rochester and Finger Lakes regions for 50 years.  Founded in 1957, the Ted Collins team of licensed landscape architects, experienced design consultants, lawn and plant care specialists and horticultural experts continues to provide customers with year-round service.  For more information on Ted Collins Tree and Landscape please call 1-800-645-8336 or 585-381-9000 or visit www.tedcollinst-l.com.
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