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Tips for Gorgeous Hardy Mums

Ted Collins Tree and Landscape helps you make the most of a fall favorite

VICTOR, N.Y. – Colorful Hardy mums are a popular staple of Western New York’s fall landscape. Named for their ability to over-winter, these durable plants come in a wide variety of styles and colors to suit any gardener. 

“Hardy Mums have bountiful button or daisy-style flowers that reinvigorate the yard when late summer blooms have faded,” said Greg Frank, vice president of Ted Collins Tree and Landscape.  “Simple tricks will help bring this fall’s mums, and their vitality and color, back again in fall 2009.” 

· Move it! If your mum resides in a planter, be sure to plant it in the ground before hard frosts begin. 
· Let the sunshine in- Mums prefer to be planted in a sunny location. Planting in fertile soil that receives at least a half-day of sun will help your mum to thrive. 
· Protect them from the cold- Foliage can help to insulate and protect the plant over-winter. Break off any dead foliage and place it over the top of the plant as mulch to help safeguard the mum throughout the snowy season. 

· Hydration is key- Be sure to give them a good watering very late in the fall to help promote health through the winter months. 
· Taming growth- In order to maintain a compact plant, trim  or pinch them back when they reach 4-6 inches in height, and again after a second growth of 4-6 inches. This will keep your mum from growing wild!
· Mind when you prune- Mums set their flower buds for the year in July. Any trimming after that will remove the flowers for the year. As a rule, don’t prune after the 4th of July to ensure a bevy of blossoms. 

About Ted Collins Tree and Landscape:

Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, located in Victor, N.Y., has been providing expert design, tree, lawn, garden, and landscape services to the Rochester and Finger Lakes regions for 50 years.  Founded in 1957, the Ted Collins team of licensed landscape architects, experienced design consultants, lawn and plant care specialists and horticultural experts continues to provide customers with year-round service.  For more information on Ted Collins Tree and Landscape please call 1-800-645-8336 or 585-381-9000 or visit www.tedcollinst-l.com.
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