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Gusting Winds Can Create Dangerous Situations 

Ted Collins Tree and Landscape Offers Tips To Stay Safe Around Down or Damaged Trees

VICTOR, N.Y. – Recent high winds have proven destructive and left many Rochester-area residents with a mess on their hands. Damaged trees can litter yards and roads with limbs and debris, damage our homes and cars and create hazardous situations with power lines.  

Greg Frank, vice president of Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, reminds residents that caution must be exercised when recovering from a windstorm. “It is important that people know what to look for and know the signs of damage before a tree falls,” Frank stated. He offered the following tips to help prevent damage to your home and keep your family safe. 

· Children should never climb on, play around or under trees that have fallen over.  Adults should also not climb on trees to assess damage. Trees could fall further or spring back up, causing physical harm. 

· Look up! Check for hanging or broken limbs in a tree.  Heavy limbs could plummet to the ground, with or without further winds. 

· Check the "Fall Zone” for weak or diseased trees.  Are they near a house, roof, driveway or utility wires? If so, call a professional before proceeding.   

· In a windstorm, debris may land and accumulate on the roof or in gutters. Check to make sure debris is off the roof, swept out of gutters and away from outside vents, including the chimney.  Debris lodged against metal chimneys can become a fire hazard. Also, further winds could dislodge debris from the roof and cause damage or injury.
· Inspect the soil around the bases of trees for cracks or heaving.  This would be a sign that there is root damage that could cause the tree could fall over. 

· Examine tree trunks for any radial cracks caused by twisting in the wind. If there are any cracks of this nature, call in a professional to look at it. This tree could be in trouble. 

· Downed trees or limbs that are against another tree or solid object may be bent or twisted causing them to hold a lot of pressure.  They can snap with great force when cut. 

· Treat any downed wires as if they are live, even cable or phone lines.  Always call power and utility companies if a downed tree is on or near any wires. 

· Look for existing rods and cables in trees to insure they are intact. 

· Check stakes and support wires on new trees to make sure they still have the proper tension.
Taking these steps can help to protect your family and your home from dangerous windstorms this winter.

###

About Ted Collins Tree and Landscape:


Ted Collins Tree and Landscape, located in Victor, N.Y., has been providing expert design, tree, lawn, garden, and landscape services to the Rochester and Finger Lakes regions for 50 years.  Founded in 1957, the Ted Collins team of licensed landscape architects, experienced design consultants, lawn and plant care specialists and horticultural experts continues to provide customers with reliable, quality, year-round service.  Services provided by Ted Collins specialists include landscape design and construction, lawn and tree care, landscape maintenance services, hardscape construction such as boulder walls, walkways, patios, water features, and more.  The company prides itself on being the one call for all that is green.  For more information on Ted Collins Tree and Landscape please call 

1-800-645-8336 or 585-924-7105 or visit www.tedcollinst-l.com.
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