College Champion:
Wesley Feer (TBD/Chino Hills)
Runner Up:
Jake Tyler (Fullerton JC)
The first year of the College division didn’t disappoint as 20 of the best local talent playing in college competed for the head to head title.  Wesley Feer, of Chino Hills propelled himself to the championship by knocking off exceptional kickers in Eric Torres (Henderson St), Tyler Hadden (Hawaii), Dillan Freiberg (Colorado) and Jake Tyler (Fullerton JC).  All of these matches came down to the last kick, two of them going into extra kicks.
Tyler made his way to the final by knocking off strong legged kicker Mike Bowlin in the semi final, and the most accurate kicker of the day, Eric Cejudo (Whittier) in the quarter final.  Cejudo connected on a 60 yarder in an earlier round tie breaker to advance to the quarter final.

This evenly matched field was exciting to watch.  On any given day all of these kickers could win this division.  9 out of the 11 elimination round matches came down to the final kick.  Tyler Hadden was knocked off by Feer in the quarter final after they both connected on 6 out of 6 FG’s into a stiff breeze.  Feer was able to make the tie breaker kick to move on.
Unluckiest Kicker of the Competition: Mike Frisina (Saddleback) after being placed in the “group of death”, along with Hadden (Hawaii), Diaz (Utah St) and McClain (Weber St), Mike connected on 20-24 FG’s but was eliminated in the round of 12 by Cejudo, who did not miss.
Consistency is Key: Kickers who connected on 6 of 6 in at least one round:

Wesley Feer (TBD) x 2

Dillan Freiberg (Colorado) x 2
Mike Bowlin (TBD) x 2

Eric Cejudo (Whittier) x 2
Tyler Hadden (Hawaii)

Eric Torres (Henderson St)

Nick Diaz (Utah St)

Shaun McClain (Weber St)



Varsity Champion:
Wes Harris (El Toro)
Runner Up:
Kyle Hisa (Calvary Chapel)
The Varsity Champion Wes Harris (El Toro) left few doubts that he was on a mission to win the title.  After the opening rounds, he was seeded first after making 15-18 FG’s going into the elimination rounds.  He then proceeded to connect on 17-18 FG’s, going 6 for 6 in the final to beat Kyle Hisa (Calvary chapel).  In the quarter finals, Harris knocked off up and comer Brett Beighton (Los Al), in the semi final he knocked off Dakota Reistad (Palm Springs) in a tie breaker.  After a successful Junior year, Harris should be considered one of the top kickers in the county going into the Fall.

Hisa, the surprise of the competition, demonstrated his competitive drive in knocking off several top notch kickers on his way to the final.  In the quarter final, edged out Zack Schottenfeld (Tesoro).  Zack, the youngest competitor in the field kicked extremely well and should be one of the top underclassmen heading into the Fall.  In the semi final, Hisa connected on all 6 of his attempts knocking off the always consistent Ryan Steska (Capo Valley).

Other kickers who had impressive performances were Adam Williams (Brea Olinda), George Winckel (San Juan Hills) and Tyler Stanek (University).

The wind seemed to be a major factor throughout the competition, providing a good mental test in each match.  Just like with the College Division, any one of the se kickers could win this division provided they kick to their potential.  You will be hearing about many of these guys in the Fall as they help guide their schools to the CIF playoffs. 

Unluckiest Kicker of the Competition: Joey Cejudo, who kicked well enough to advance to the elimination round was unable to continue due to a sore quad.  He had a look in his eye throughout the day that made us all believe he could have won it all.  Next year Joey…..
Clutch Kick of the Day: Zack Schottenfeld (Tesoro) connected on what had to be a career long 55 yarder to advance in extra kicks during the elimination round.
Farthest Travel to the Competition: Dakota Reistad traveled from Palm Springs to test his skills and enjoy some of the cooler weather.  He performed extremely well finishing in 3rd place.
One to Watch: Ryan Steska (Capo Valley) impressed throughout the competition.  He will be one to watch this Fall.  If he continues to work hard on his technique, he could be a great one!
Consistency is Key: Kickers who connected on 6 of 6 in at least one round:
Wes Harris (El Toro) x 3
Kyle Hisa (Calvary Chapel) x 2
George Winckel (San Juan Hills)
Brett Beighton (Los Al)
Ryan Steska (Capo Valley) 
Adam Williams (Brea Olinda)
Zack Schottenfeld (Tesoro)
Tyler Stanek (University)
Dakota Reistad (Palm Springs)  
By far the most evenly matched talent we have seen on one field.  Well done!!!
Now, the question is........ Will Harris be able to defend his title in 2011?


JV Champion:
Nathan Nellesen (Northwood)
Runner Up:
Matt Wofford (San Marino)
The JV Division was by far the most impressive group of the day.  The consistency and distance of these Freshman and Sophomores was mind boggling.  Nathan Nellesen (Northwood) brought his “A” game and outlasted a very strong field that included some of the best competitors we have ever coached.  Nellesen connected on astonishing 33-36 FG’s throughout the competition, making it nearly impossible to be beaten.  In fact, he did not miss in his 3 elimination round matches…..cruising his way to the title.  
The three other semifinalists were not to be outdone, however.  Nellesen had to get by Jackson Koonce (TBD) in the semis just to reach the final.  Koonce, our youngest competitor, is not yet in high school, kicked extremely well.  He will be one to watch over the next 4 years.  Nellesen then proceeded to beat Matt Wofford (San Marino), who won the Youth Division last year.  After struggling early in the competition, Wofford, was the last wild card spot to make it to the elimination round.  He then connected on 22-24 FG’s to reach the final.  Some guys are just competitors…. Wofford is one of those guys!  Wofford was pushed in the semis by Griff Amies, who always seems to be one of the most consistent kickers in any event.  Both kickers went a perfect 6 for 6 before Wofford won in the tie breaker.  For Amies, it was his 4th match to go to extra kicks.  On the day he was 31-36, including connecting on a 47 yarder in one tie breaker.
Clutch Kick of the Day: From long distance, Matt Barr (Yorba Linda) drilled a 50 yarder to beat Amies early in the competition.  Barr made 20-24 FG’s on the day.

Rising Star: Brian Drulius has continued to impress in his workouts leading up to this event.  He did not fail to do the same during the competition.  His elevation and distance on kicks makes him one to watch.

Rich get Richer…: Some schools seem to always have a wealth of talent.  Mission Viejo appears to be loaded at kickers for the next 4 years (see below).  Eric Harris and Austin MacPhearson will have a pretty good battle this Fall for the Diablos.  They both kicked extremely well and should continue to get better as they push each other in a healthy competition.

Consistency is Key: Kickers who connected on 6 of 6 in at least one round:
Nathan Nellesen (Northwood) x 4
Griff Amies (Newport Harbor) x 2
Matt Wofford (San Marino) x 2
Eric Harris (Mission Viejo) x 2
Brian Drulius (Damien) x 2
Matt Barr (Yorba Linda) 
Austin MacPhearson (Mission Viejo)
Jackson Koonce (TBD)
This year's JV Division was the best talent we have had in the past 5 years.  Many of these young men will develop into the top kickers in Southern California.  
Go earn that Varsity Spot this Spring and Summer.....
Congratulations on the tremendous performances and be ready for the Varsity Division in 2011!


Youth Champion:
Zack Olson (Mission Viejo)
Runner Up:
Justin Matlin (Tesoro) 

In the first competition for many of the youth group, they performed exceptionally well.  Some kids just have “IT”.  Zack Olson is one of those kids.  When you look in Zack’s eyes, you see a competitor.  It was no surprise when he was the last one standing to win the Youth division.  It would not be easy for him, however, as the kickers in this division were extremely driven to succeed as well.  In one of the tightest competitions we have ever witnessed, Olson defeated upstart Justin Matlin (Tesoro) in the final to win the title.  Olson first had to get by Quinn O’Dell (Beckman), who got hot at the right time, before losing in extra kicks to Olson.  O’Dell did knock through a 42 yarder with plenty of room to spare.  
Matlin, one of the younger competitors was up to the challenge all day as he made 33-36 attempts, including in the semis, where he knocked off Michael Schultz (Christ Lutheran) to reach the final.  Schultz got past Blake Gonzalez (JSerra) in the quarter final.  Blake may have hit the best balls of the entire day, making his first 16 attempts.  Charlie Beall (St. Margaret’s) and Alex Ury were the top two seeds going into the elimination round, both connecting on 16-18 FG’s.   
8th Grade Sensations: Every year we have a great group of young kickers who will move onto high school in the Fall:
Zack Olson (Mission Viejo)
Quinn O’Dell (Beckman)
Alex Ury (Santa Margarita)
Billy Haines (Santa Margarita)
Blake Gonzalez (JSerra)
=There will be some extremely happy coaches in the Fall......
Well done fellas...... Be ready to move up to the big time next year!

