“The first polka band to perform at a Woodstock Festival!”

FRITZ’S POLKA BAND

  www.fritzspolkaband.com
“Sponsored by Jagermeister!” 
November 19, 2009:   Fred Scherz Sr. Memorial Reception at Verona Fire Hall----Verona, NY:
My Dad passed away this past Saturday, November 14th.  Before my Dad died, sometime back in October or so, he said that when he passed away, after his funeral he’d like to have Walter Ostanek and Bob Kravos perform at an event with my band, and to invite people to attend and celebrate his life.  Earlier today at my Dad’s funeral, my sister Nancy, brother-in-law Gabe, and me each got to give a little speech during the service.  Once we got to the cemetery, to conclude the graveside service, Walter and Bob played a few tunes on their accordions.  Talk about making my eyes wet.  It was so touching.  The first song they played was the last song that my Dad and I played on accordions together on November 1st.  After the graveside service concluded, we were off to the Verona Fire Hall to honor my Dad’s wishes.  Hence, the Fred Scherz Sr. Memorial Reception.

The place was standing room only.  To start off the music portion of the event, Walter Ostanek and Bob Kravos (both on accordion) were joined by accordionist, Frank Svet (from Ohio), FPB guitarist, Tom Campbell and drummer, Mike Faraino.  They played many beautiful tunes and then one by one, guys from FPB would get up and jam.  My great nephew, Tony Cutrie and his friend, Sam Merkle played Green, Green Grass Of Home with us.  Around 3pm or so, Walter and Bob had to head home.  

Next, the guys in FPB fired up for a set of tunes.  They were as follows:

1. Polka Time In The Morning

2. Chime Bells (Tom solo)

3. Stormy Monday

4. Old Time Rock And Roll

5. Zeller’s Yodel Tune (FPB Fan Club Member, Bob Zeller did lead yodels.)

6. Slza Dzieweczka (Betty played accordion.)
7. Barbara Polka  (Betty played accordion.)

8. Beer Barrel Polka

9. How Can I?

10. Good Hearted Woman

Many thanks to Mike Giardino at Rocco G’s Limo for providing limos for my Dad’s funeral.  Special thanks to everyone that helped at my Dad's memorial reception:  New London Fire Department, Verona Fire Department, Verona Ladies Auxiliary, Franklin Hotel, The Hotey, 31 Express Deli/Grocery, Seymour's Diner, and all the many wonderful people for donating food and/or drinks.  Many thanks to the following musicians for performing at my Dad's memorial reception:  Tony Cutrie, Rocko Dorsey (national touring musician), Joe Ferlo, Bob Kravos (Grammy nominee from Ohio), Sam Markle, Betty Miller, Walter Ostanek (3-time Grammy winner from Canada), Frank Svet (from Ohio), Bob Zeller, of course, the great guys that play in my band (Tom Campbell, Mike Faraino, Frank Nelson, Rick Szczyt, and Gabe Vaccaro).

