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Schilling Travel 

Christos 2008 Mediterranean Odyssey 
Greece, Turkey & Cyprus  September 8 – 22
Day 1, Monday  Sep 8  Depart the US on NW Flight # 42 at 3:10 pm


D
Day 2, Tuesday, Sep 9








B
Arrive Amsterdam 6:30 am   Depart AMS on NW/KLM  #1575, 9:25 am.  Arrive Athens, Greece at 1:45 pm.  Transfer to your stunning hotel in the heart of Athens, with its rooftop restaurant overlooking the Acropolis.  The Titania, 52 Panepistimiou Ave.   Overnight Athens 

Day 3, Wednesday, Sep 10








B
Half Day city tour, including the Acropolis.  In the evening enjoy a dinner, hosted by Christos, of Athenian favorites at an authentic Ouzeri frequented almost exclusively by locals.    Overnight Hotel Titania.
Day 4, Thursday, Sep 11








B
Free Day in Athens

Optional day trip to Delphi – approx. $125
Leave early morning for a Day trip to Delphi.   Located about one hundred miles northwest of Athens is the ancient site of the panhellenic sanctuary of Delphi. The complex of buildings, which includes the Temple of Apollo where sat the famous oracle, The sacred Corycian Cave, and the Castalian Spring, is nestled in the forested slopes and rocky crags on the south side of the sacred mountain called Parnassus. The site had been sacred since at least the Bronze Age. According to legend, the shrine was originally guarded by the she-dragon Pytho. She was killed by Apollo who then took over the oracle. In antiquity, Delphi was regarded as the centre of the world. 








The Temple of Apollo 

Day 5, Friday, Sep 12





BLD    While Cruising                                                                                                                      
Early afternoon departure to the pier.   Prepare for a sunset departure from the port of Piraeus aboard the Cristal, a ship in its second season, for an enchanting seven-day cruise to some of the choicest destinations around the Aegean.  
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Istanbul, Mykonos, Patmos, Kusadasi,  Rhodes, Crete, and Santorini
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                                    Arrives                 Departs

	
	
	
	

	Fri 9/12
	Piraeus, Greece
	
	17:00

	Sat 9/13
	Istanbul, Turkey
	15:00
	

	Sun 9/14
	Istanbul, Turkey
	
	18:00

	Mon 9/15
	Mykonos, Greece
	15:00
	23:59

	Tue 9/16
	Patmos, Greece
	07:00
	10:30

	Tue  
	Kusadasi, Turkey
	14:30
	20:30

	Wed 9/17
	Rhodes, Greece
	07:00
	18:00

	Thu 9/18
	Heraklion,Crete Creece
	07:00
	12:00

	Thu
	Santorini,Greece
	17:00
	21:00

	Fri 9/19
	Piraeus, Greece
	06:00
	


Ports of Call

Istanbul 
With its blend of East and West, Istanbul has some of the most magnificent architecture in the world such as 
Agia Sofia, Blue Mosque and the Topkapi Palace with its treasures of the Ottoman Empire.
Mykonos

Beneath its sophisticated surface, lies a quite essentially Greek island. Hundreds of tiny chapels dot this blue 
and white-washed island with its beautiful windmills. Find a table on the waterfront and bask in the serenity of 
sunset over its picturesque harbor.
Kusadasi.   
A tour to nearby Ephesus should not be missed, for here history truly comes to life. Walking towards the ancient harbor, down a marble road rutted by the wheels of countless chariots, you pass architectural masterpieces like the Library of Celsus before arriving at the Great Amphitheater where St. Paul preached.
Patmos  
This island is known as the site of the apocalyptic Revelations of St. John the Divine, written here during his 

exile from the Roman Empire. The cave where he lived is now the site of the Monastery of the Apocalypse. 
The Monastery of St. John, built on one of the island's highest points, houses priceless icons and manuscripts
 in its Treasury.

Rhodes
The beautiful “Island of Roses” has a rich and varied history. On a hill above the charming town of Lindos rises 
an ancient acropolis dedicated to the goddess Athena. Below lies the bay of St.Paul, where the apostle landed 
during his voyages.
Heraklion, Crete

Heraklion is just three miles away from the fantastic ruins of the Palace of Knossos. Discovered in 1899 and 
partially reconstructed, the elaborate Palace is believed to be the mythical Labyrinth of King Minos and the 
seat of ancient Minoan culture.
Santorini

The island of Santorini is perhaps the most breathtaking of all the Greek Islands. The town of Thira white-
washed houses, narrow streets, open-air cafes and glittering boutiques cling to steep cliffs, accessible by


cable-car or mule.
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Day 12, Friday, Sep 19





B
Arrive Piraeus Harbor, Transfer from the ship to the airport for the flight to Cyprus.  Overnight Cyprus, Sandy Beach Hotel
The island of Cyprus is the jewel of the Mediterranean. It is an island of stark contrasts; it offers a blend of magnificent mountain ranges, picturesque traditional villages and unforgettable sandy breaches.   

Traditional and warm the Sandy Beach Hotel in Larnaca, is located right on the beach of Dhekelia.   The hotel is situated on a beautiful stretch of sand overlooking the Mediterranean Sea.  Offering one of the most beautiful views of the Mediterranean, the Sandy Beach has all the modern facilities of a four star hotel with professional and friendly service typical of Cyprus.

Day 13, Saturday, Sep 20








B
Excursion to Pafos  (Included).  The charming west coast town of Pafos focuses around an attractive little harbor whose picturesque open air fish restaurants line a quayside of bright fishing boats and pleasure craft. 

Pafos is entwined with Greek mythology, and the legendary birth of Aphrodite on her shores brought fame and worshippers there to follow the cult of the Goddess. Landmarks associated with Aphrodite are the chunky, rugged rocks of her beautiful birthshore known as the Aphrodite Rocks or "Petra tou Romiou", the evocative sanctuary of Aphrodite at Kouklia Village, one-time shrine and scene of pagan festivals for thousands, the Baths of Aphrodite at Polis, supposed source of fertility and the Fountain of Love, or Fontana Amorosa, a few miles further into the Akamas Peninsula. 

Pafos became the capital of Cyprus under the successors of Alexander the Great - the Ptolemies and in those days its harbour was a busy, thriving port. It continued as the island's first city for more than seven centuries, retaining its importance under Roman rule. Its most famous Governor Sergius Paulus, was converted to Christianity by St Paul in     45 AD.  In fact the whole area abounds in historical and archaeological treasures. 

Day 14, Sunday,  Sep 21








BD
Free Day 
Farewell Dinner in the Evening, hosted by Schilling Travel, under Pieros’ trellised grapevines.  This Taverna serves some of the most delicious food on the island.  If the stars are properly aligned you will meet some of Gus’ family.   
Day 15, Monday, Sep 22








BL
Return to the United States.  KL/Cyprus Air flight #498 departs Larnaca at 9:50 am   Arrives AMS 

at 1:25 pm.  NW flight #55 departs Amsterdam at  3:30 pm    Arrives MSP at 5:35 pm
*  B – Breakfast        L – Lunch        D – Dinner
Schilling Travel     612.332.1100   250 Second Avenue South, Suite 229, Minneapolis, Mn  55401
