Greed

What will greed do to us?

Proverbs 21:25-26; Isaiah 56:11

Greed makes us ignorant of others’ needs and causes us to think only of ourselves.

25The desires of lazy people will be their ruin, for their hands refuse to work. 26They are always greedy for more, while the godly love to give!

11And they are as greedy as dogs, never satisfied. They are stupid shepherds, all following their own path, all of them intent on personal gain.

Exodus 20:17

Envy, or coveting, is a form of greed. Greed can overpower us, moving us to go after things we know we should not have.

17“Do not covet your neighbor’s house. Do not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox or donkey, or anything else your neighbor owns.”

1 Corinthians 5:11

In this passage God ranks greed with some of the worst kinds of sin.

11What I meant was that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a Christian yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or a drunkard, or a swindler. Don’t even eat with such people.

2 Chronicles 10:1-19

Motivated by greed, Rehoboam pressed too hard and divided his kingdom. Those who insist on having it all often wind up with little or nothing.

1Rehoboam went to Shechem, where all Israel had gathered to make him king. 2When Jeroboam son of Nebat heard of Solomon’s death, he returned from Egypt, for he had fled to Egypt to escape from King Solomon. 3The leaders of Israel sent for Jeroboam, and he and all Israel went together to speak with Rehoboam. 4“Your father was a hard master,” they said. “Lighten the harsh labor demands and heavy taxes that your father imposed on us. Then we will be your loyal subjects.”

5Rehoboam replied, “Come back in three days for my answer.” So the people went away.

6Then King Rehoboam went to discuss the matter with the older men who had counseled his father, Solomon. “What is your advice?” he asked. “How should I answer these people?”

7The older counselors replied, “If you are good to the people and show them kindness and do your best to please them, they will always be your loyal subjects.”

8But Rehoboam rejected the advice of the elders and instead asked the opinion of the young men who had grown up with him and who were now his advisers. 9“What is your advice?” he asked them. “How should I answer these people who want me to lighten the burdens imposed by my father?”

10The young men replied, “This is what you should tell those complainers: ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s waist—if you think he was hard on you, just wait and see what I’ll be like! 11Yes, my father was harsh on you, but I’ll be even harsher! My father used whips on you, but I’ll use scorpions!’”

12Three days later, Jeroboam and all the people returned to hear Rehoboam’s decision, just as the king had requested. 13But Rehoboam spoke harshly to them, for he rejected the advice of the older counselors 14and followed the counsel of his younger advisers. He told the people, “My father was harsh on you, but I’ll be even harsher! My father used whips on you, but I’ll use scorpions!” 15So the king paid no attention to the people’s demands. This turn of events was the will of God, for it fulfilled the prophecy of the Lord spoken to Jeroboam son of Nebat by the prophet Ahijah from Shiloh.

16When all Israel realized that the king had rejected their request, they shouted, “Down with David and his dynasty! We have no share in Jesse’s son! Let’s go home, Israel! Look out for your own house, O David!” So all Israel returned home. 17But Rehoboam continued to rule over the Israelites who lived in the towns of Judah.

18King Rehoboam sent Adoniram, who was in charge of the labor force, to restore order, but the Israelites stoned him to death. When this news reached King Rehoboam, he quickly jumped into his chariot and fled to Jerusalem. 19The northern tribes of Israel have refused to be ruled by a descendant of David to this day.

Proverbs 11:24

The more you accumulate, the greater your chance of losing everything.

24It is possible to give freely and become more wealthy, but those who are stingy will lose everything.

25The generous prosper and are satisfied; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed.

@Promise from God: Matthew 6:19-21

19“Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where they can be eaten by moths and get rusty, and where thieves break in and steal. 20Store your treasures in heaven, where they will never become moth-eaten or rusty and where they will be safe from thieves. 21Wherever your treasure is, there your heart and thoughts will also be.
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