Personality
We are going to take a look at your personality.  Each of us has a unique personality.  We are each created in God’s image.  However no two of us are exactly alike.  This makes it difficult to categorize individuals and therefore to understand them.  We all see the world through our own eyes colored by our own personality.  Therefore we have a tendency to think others see the world the same way we do.  Since no two people are identical no one else will see the world exactly as we do.  Our understanding of others begins with our understanding of ourselves.

There are many different theories of personality.  However the one thing they all have in common is their desire to understand people.  Our theory is based on the belief that when Jesus called his 12 disciples he called one of each personality type.  We believe that each disciple represents one of twelve different types.  While we have no way to prove this and very little information on some of the disciples we have enough information we believe to make some interesting speculations and use the information for classification purposes.  Jesus was and is the perfect personality.  We have no way to classify him other than we should all become Christ-like.

If we accept the belief that the disciples represented twelve different personality types we can begin to draw some interesting and potentially useful conclusions.  By examining each of the disciples’ characteristics we can start to classify their personalities.  Peter showed leadership.  John demonstrated devotion.  Thomas had some questions.  Each of these followed Jesus as his disciples but they did so in their own unique way.  As we understand them we can begin to compare ourselves to them.  Are we more similar to Peter, John, Thomas or one of the other disciples in the way we deal with the world and life itself?

As we examine the personalities of the disciples we also want to consider the concept of maturity.  In addition to personality type and temperament we also have various levels of maturity.  Maturity may be measured in several different ways.  We can consider maturity physically, mentally, emotionally, experientially, spiritually, and relationally.  Each of these ways will give us additional information regarding the disciples’ personalities as well as our own level of maturation.

We are each born with a fight or flight temperament.  When our survival is in question or under stress we will fight or runaway depending upon the situation we find ourselves in.  For some of us our initial reaction is to fight.  Others of us tend to runaway from what is bothering us.  While each of us have both fight and flight tendencies some of us seem more disposed to fighting initially for our survival while others of us are initially more disposed to flight.  Neither is better than the other.  However, which choice we make initially seems to be one we are born with.  By birth some of us seem to be more oriented to fighting for our survival while others of us are more oriented to flight.

If we take these initial tendencies towards fighting or flighting for our survival and put them into a growth corridor that begins at birth and continues until approximately each 25 we can produce approximately 12 primary personality types of various levels of maturity and 5,700,000 approximate combinations of personality configurations. Therefore the potential ways of ordering our personality becomes infinite and thus impossible to absolutely understand.  However if we are willing to grossly oversimplify the process and reduce the vast number of possibilities to a few we can produce a somewhat valuable, at least for discussion purposes, understanding of our personalities.

Even this reduced personality process can become quite complex fairly rapidly.  In order to make comprehension easier we will initially break the personality into three primary components of temperament, type, and maturity.  Afterwards we will combine the three and began to examine our personalities in comparison to the disciples’ personalities.

When we consider temperament we need to examine the person's primary survival strategy.  Do they fight first or flight?  If they fight to survive do they continue to fight or do they flight?  If they flight do they continue to flight or do they fight?  Each person has their own survival strategies but they tend to fall into categories.  The aggressive fighter is a straight ahead fighter.  He or she might be considered a tank.  If they see an obstacle that threatens survival they will try to go through it first.  The self-confident fighter is not typically aggressive but is controlling.  He or she will work diligently to control their environment in order to negate any possible threats to their survival.  The adventurous fighter

