A MOMENT OF MEDITATION
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Time was that I thought it would be wonderful to have more free time — perhaps time to be quiet in the mountains or to ponder sunset after sunset on a tranquil beach. The accumulation of those quiet, unstressed moments could teach me the tranquil virtue of patience. 

But that’s a monumental mistake! Patience doesn’t come from stress-free days and quiet nights. It comes from facing down trouble, heartache, and frustration in the midst of a stressful, noisy environment. Patience is standing your ground over time - when that ground is shaking under your feet. It is your willingness to take the long-term view of life and to wait for God to bring a holy result from an unpromising start. 

Patience is what allows a mother to wait for her troubled child to mature, rather than giving up on him or her because of their latest embarrassing washout. It is the virtue that enables someone to hold on in a less-than-happy marriage until time, counsel, and growth heal a flawed relationship. It is the moral strength that gets a manager and newest employee through a challenging time in a tough market. 
Today’s disappointment need not be taken as the final word either on you or the lives of your love ones - because you can always learn something from the experience and when you do -apply it in a positive way - yes a desirable outcome is still possible in a tomorrow that cannot yet be grasped. When you believe in something or someone, investing a bit more of your faith over time will not be in vain. “A patient man has great understanding, but a quick-tempered man displays folly” (Proverbs 14:29). “I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry” (Psalm 40:1).
