A MOMENT OF MEDITATION
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The coordinated attack on London transportation systems has reopened the wounds of terrorism. The shock shared by those whose lives have been changed forever by the latest transit bombings has renewed a sense of loss and vulnerability in all of us.

This most recent tragedy has brought out the best and worst in us. While rescue workers risked their own lives for survivors, others breathed words of vengeance and hatred.

I'd like to weigh in by saying to Believers worldwide, let's think carefully about our reactions. Is this a time to be demonizing or dehumanizing our ‘enemies’?  
Vengeance does belong to God alone. Love sees even a terrorist as some parent's son or daughter. The heart of Christ teaches us to see even our mortal enemies as someone for whom He died.
Should we rejoice when a terrorist is killed - God takes no pleasure in the death of His enemies (Ezekiel 33:11), and neither will we if our hearts are filled with the compassion of Christ.
The God of the Bible teaches us to pray for our enemies. He teaches us to lovingly confront those who have harmed us and to forgive those who acknowledge their wrong (Matthew 18:15-18; Luke 17:1-4; I Corinthians 5:1-8; 2 Corinthians 2:6-11).
“Heavenly Father, sometimes we have forgiven only for our own sake, rather than for Your sake and the good of others. Please teach us to forgive as You have forgiven us. Show us how to compassionately stand with victims. Help us confront and stop oppressors, without taking delight in their pain or death.”
