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FROM McCLAIN MINISTRIES
THE LAST WILL BE FIRST!
"…By grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God -- not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life." (Ephesians 2:8-10, NRSV)

Jesus put it this way: "Those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted." (Matthew 23:12) And like this: "Those who want to save their life will lose it, but those who lose their life for me will find it." (Matthew 16:25) And also like this: "Many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first." (Matthew 19:30) It’s maybe the one thing Jesus teaches most consistently: a foundational value of the kingdom of God is the ability to get over yourself.

And just in case you haven’t been paying attention in church, Jesus didn’t just teach that. He lived it. Next week we’ll celebrate the fact that Jesus didn’t pursue honor and glory and power, that He didn’t worship at the idol of self-importance. He was born to a peasant couple in a stable with a feed trough for a bassinet. The smell of animals and droppings would have hung pungent in the air. Not many people would have recognized that something important was going on in that most lowly of places. But then, that was sort of the point.

Shepherds were the first to hear the news of His birth. His parents had to run for His life because they were nobodies and Herod wouldn’t have to answer for killing their son. When He taught, His audiences consisted of beggars and sinners, of the sick and the dying, of the crippled, lame, blind – outcasts, not the elite. Important? No one would have imagined so. 

From one of the earliest, most basic Christian confessions we have these words: 

[Jesus], being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage, rather he made himself nothing  by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a human being, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death-- even death on a cross! (Philippians 2:6-8) 

But don’t stop reading there…

Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. (Philippians 2:9-11)

Jesus lived it. His life reflected the conviction that in the kingdom of God the rules of greatness are reversed. You find life in giving up your life. Glory in shame. Exaltation in humility. In getting over Himself, Jesus found the honor and glory and approval that so many of us desperately want.

It’s a good lesson to learn, whether you’re 6 or 36 or 86. We spend far too much time trying to convince others how important we are, how valuable our time is, how inalienable our rights are. The way of the kingdom of God is to take the energy we naturally reserve for taking care of our own interests and turn it outward to be expended in the interests of others. That comes neither easily nor naturally, but it is the way of the Kingdom. The way of the Spirit. The way of our Lord.

So let’s get over ourselves. As the presents are opened and the feasts devoured and the decorations enjoyed, may we learn that it doesn’t matter whether others think we’re important are not. Human beings have a long history of missing what is truly important. God knows, and for His people that is enough. May we get over ourselves so that the love of God can shine through our quiet humility – just as it did in the stable that served as the delivery room for our Savior. May we get over ourselves so that the glory of God can be seen in us, just as it was in Him.
"…Many who are first will be last, and many who are last will be first." (Matthew 19:30)
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