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ARE YOU IN DE’NIAL?
Have you ever just let bills stack up, as you say to yourself; “Oh well, they’ll get paid somehow.” Yet you have no plan to pay them off. All the while, deep down inside somewhere, there is a little voice that tells you some-day you’ll have to face the music. 

We all have a handy little mental tool called a “defense mechanism.” These are useful, often unconscious, techniques that help cushion the blow of reality. For instance, the class clown may be masking inner insecurity, while the swaggering macho guy may be feel threatened and alone. So why be concerned with these helpful cushions?

As adults, we need to take care of ourselves while not avoiding reality and imposing on others. Defense mechanisms can work too well and keep us from facing the things we need to face in our lives. Instead of squarely dealing with the real issues in our lives, we have what I call the ‘Baby Moses’ syndrome. Do you remember when the baby Moses was set adrift on the Nile River in Egypt in a floating basket? Well, we can also be a basket case and in de’nial. 
“PLUG IN AND POWER UP”

A powerless gospel is quite possibly worse than no gospel at all. In a world that needs to read the work of God in our lives, a powerless gospel leaves us dark and without a message. But God doesn’t leave anyone powerless. Ask Him to live in you, change you, make you powerful, and He will. His Spirit pulses with power, and He wants your life to shine with it. Put in your request and watch it happen. Sometimes we get use to living in darkness and so the light Jesus brings can seem over-whelming. Threatening. It demands the investment of our own self-determination. It requires the complete reorientation of our lives. It exposes the dark corners of our hearts and puts the shadows to flight. And, frankly, some folks just aren’t ready to go that far. Just seems safer to stay with what we know -- even if what we know is making life infinitely harder and in the long run killing us.

 I JUST WANT TO BE LOVED
(Teens Message)

 We think, I suppose, that God's love is more about the next world than this one. We harbor doubts, I think, that He could love us - with all our sins - as much as the Bible says He does. We think of God's love in abstract terms while we think of the love of human beings in physical, emotional, and psychological terms. We feel valued when someone hugs us, or holds our hand, or wants us sexually, or says positive things about us. We feel like we matter when someone does something nice for us or wants to spend time with us.  

God knows that about us, I think, which is why His love is more than words on a page. He has created for us a world that, despite humanity's best efforts to mess it up, is still a beautiful, hospitable and life sustaining home for us. He has consistently intervened in human affairs, sometimes dramatically, to show His love for us. And He surrounds us with people time and time again who do His work of loving us, caring for us, and giving meaning to our lives. Oh, and there's also the whole Jesus thing.

If the gospel is true, then it means above all that God loves us. We matter enough to Him that He would come and live among us. He would suffer hunger and be too cold and too hot, He would get tired and He would get thirsty. He would wade out into the sewage of disease, hatred, violence, injustice, and despair that we had spilled across His planet and pull out people who were going under. And, in the end, He would die like us. And He would die for us, so that in history's greatest paradox we can enjoy life with Him.
WHAT IF WE DID WHAT JESUS SAID?

If we did what Jesus said, would we respond differently when our boss treats us unfairly and passes over us for the promotion we deserve? Would we wish evil on the person who got the promotion? Would we be public with our criticism of our boss? Or, would we do our best to encourage the person who received the promotion and do everything within our power to do our job better than ever before? 

If we did what Jesus said, would we react differently when the person of our dreams chooses someone else? Would we be jealous? Would we seek revenge? Would we be vocal in our accusations? Or, would we demonstrate that our love was real and show each person the true love of Christ? 

If we did what Jesus said, would we respond differently when our child disappoints us? Would we be a little less prone to point out their mistakes? Would we remind her of how she disappointed us less often? Or, would we remind her that she is our child, and she needs our acceptance, forgiveness, and love regardless of her actions, and that she has our acceptance, forgiveness, and love regardless of her actions? 

If we did what Jesus said, would we respond differently when our spouse hurts us with words or actions that cause us to question their love and doubt our value? Would we respond with our own version of hurtful and cruel comments? Or, would we respond with a quiet calmness that demonstrates the love we promised them on our wedding day? 

If we did what Jesus said, would we respond differently when we are threatened or attacked by those who openly express their hatred for us? Would we respond with an equal or greater show of force? Would we respond with our own threats of revenge and retribution? Or, would our response be characterized by patience, forgiveness and a living example of what it means to love our enemies?
THE DUMPSTER LIFESTYLE

Wake up. Get up out of the trash you've chosen as your bed, because it's also your coffin. And if you can't get out on your own, call for help. Cry out to God, and He'll hear you immediately. His Son knows the trash well, and He can pull you out and fill you with a Spirit that will help you resist going back. So don't wait for judgment to come any closer. Cry out now, and He'll come dig you out with pierced hands, wash you clean with His blood, and set you on your feet again. Awake and alive.

And once you're out, well, listen for the cries yourself. Offer a helping hand. Through your words and acts, bring God's grace, forgiveness, and Spirit into the lives of others trapped in the trash. You've been awakened and pulled out for a reason: to help dig out others who are buried like you were or might have been. Just don't go back. Don't find your way back into the dumpsters you once found so comfortable. They aren't your home. You weren't made for living in the garbage.

When God comes to take out the trash, make sure you aren't included.
Articles by others

KNOWING WHEN TO TAKE THE OFF-RAMP

God doesn't always lead us in straight paths, and sometimes it takes extraordinary events for us to be shaken out of our self-absorbed plans and self-directed journeys. Sometimes it takes a talking donkey.  Sometimes it's the tears of a spouse or the disappointment of our children. Sometimes it's a lost job or a flunked class. It can be a fractured church, a broken heart, a shattered dream. It can be as relatively painless as a lost opportunity, or as dire as a life-threatening illness. Point is, God will go to whatever lengths necessary to get us to see that the road we're on is reckless and leads to our inevitable destruction.
FACING ADVERSITY OVER AND OVER
Maybe you were hoping to get bills cleared up, only to be hit with an unexpected dentist bill or car repair. Maybe its harsh criticism you're dealing with, a situation at work that's making it difficult to maintain your Christian standards, or perhaps the struggles of dealing with a rebellious child. You think, "I can handle the difficulty I'm going through as long as I can see the light at the end of the tunnel." Only just when you're about at the end of the tunnel and you've taken about all you can take, you then realize that there's more adversity ahead and the light is barely visible. I understand; I've been there.
SEASON OF LONGER DARKNESS

God does join us in the darkest parts of our season of longer darkness. In truth, in the darkest of those days in this long season, He carries us and sustains in many ways: 

· He sends a friend to help with an encouraging word or a needed rebuke. 

· He supplies increased strength to weather our raging nighttime storms. 

· He prevents an unseen attack from the evil one when we are most vulnerable. 

· He answers hundreds of our prayers even though the one we most want seems to remain unaddressed. 

· He speaks to us through His Spirit in the songs we sing with other believers and the words of Scripture when we open ourselves to His Word. 

· He pours His love into our hearts through His Spirit and strengthens us in ways we cannot know in response to the prayers of others on our behalf. 

Yes, sometimes in the season of longer darkness, we face grueling periods of perseverance brought on by life’s trials or our own failures and sin. But even in this long season, and even in the darkest of nights that try the human soul, we are not abandoned. No matter what our circumstances suggest, our God is faithful and he has promised that the night will pass; He will not forsake us. No matter how long the night may seem, morning will come with its joy. 
THE BOND OF ADVERSITY
I wouldn’t wish trouble on anybody. But who hasn’t noticed that the thing which really bonds people to one another is sharing and surviving trouble? Instead of scattering, employees "hunker down" and get through a lean period. Rather than split up because of their “irreconcilable differences,” her cancer or their child’s arrest forces them to cling to one another and learn to love again. 

Don’t give up on the less-than-ideal relationships in your life. Believers are living in enemy territory here on this planet! And we really do need each other.
IS JESUS RULING YOUR LIFE?
“When does Jesus rule in your life?” 

Is Jesus ruling when you allow your tongue to speak lies? 

Does he rule when your treatment of others is filled with hate or disrespect? 

When you cheat or take advantage of others, is Jesus ruling in your life? 

When envy, strife, and general contentiousness fills your relationship with others, is that Jesus ruling? 

When you are just like the unsaved, does that mean the lordship of Jesus Christ is operating in your life? 

“The Christian is different only when Jesus rules his life.” I believe that is true. Christians are different when Jesus rules. But, Jesus cannot be ruling if it fails to produce a difference in us. It is that “difference” that is the concern of his lordship. Therefore, it is imperative that we discover that “difference” in ourselves. We will not find it in our claims, but in our actions. 

Is Jesus ruling your life?
HOOF, ANVIL, FIRE, WALL, OR JUNK PILE
So where is your faith right now? Have you put it in the junk pile and now find yourself merely going through religious motions? Is it on the wall, relegated to little more than a religious good luck charm? Or do you find yourself in the fire of troubles, trials, and testing? Do you feel yourself being shaped by powers and forces greater than you, but cannot yet see the plan God has to use you? Or do you find yourself on the hoof — strapped and fitted to a set of circumstances and being used by the Master himself? God's call to you is based on the place of your faith — hoof, anvil, fire, wall, or junk pile. No matter where you've put your faith, he still calls to you to make you more.
ONE MINUTE MEDITATION
The new one-minute-meditation message will have some interesting features:
· The email message you will see on the screen will be short and self contained. 
· Scripture links will be embedded in the message that will take you directly to the Bible Gateway link for in-depth study.
· An audio link will be embedded in the message that will enable you to hear the passage of scripture discussed.
· A commentary link will be provided to expand your comprehension of the scripture discussed.
· All one-minute-meditation messages will be available on the website.
Please watch for this new feature-coming soon
mULTI-MEDIA FEATURES

THE WORD
WHOSE REPORT WILL YOU BELIEVE
LIVE A LIFE THAT MATTERS
GOD IS BLESSING YOU
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