[image: image1.jpg]


     

[image: image2.jpg]


 

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.wmf]Monthly Newsletter Publication
November 2005       
[image: image5.wmf]
[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.jpg]i, worda dede,com

CHOOSE YOUR FRIENDS BY T
YOUR SOCKS BY THEIR COLORJ
BY THEIR CHARACTER MAKES




[image: image10.jpg]A\

YA



[image: image11.png]









[image: image12.png]4\'
X



[image: image13.jpg]2 o
Beestien Som, that worl: bt hat the

nhosonverbeleve hoald tongh i
i shoutd ot sght ba saced
e ey (o517
Sem3e






[image: image14.jpg]


[image: image15.png]




[image: image16.emf][image: image17.jpg]




[image: image18.jpg]


[image: image19.png]



[image: image20.png]


[image: image21.png]











“And we know that in all things God works for good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers” (Romans 8:28, 29, NIV).

When we take the time to slow our pace, to be still, and to contemplate that God is in control, we begin to realize that God is actively working within our world and within our lives.
God is working in the wife and the husband who have hurt one another so deeply that they wonder if they can salvage anything from what was once a good marriage. Their conversation now includes the words separation and divorce. Yet, when they agree to counseling they open the door for God to heal their hurts and revive their love.

God is working in the heart of the son who cannot forget the last words spoken to his father and mother as he slammed the door and stormed-off to live his own life. His anger has passed. His pride is fading. He wonders what it would be like to go home and sleep in his own bed.

God is working when a mother and daughter who have had another heated discussion over who really is in control. The daughter goes to her room. The mother takes a walk. When they make eye contact in the kitchen one makes a joke. The other smiles.

God is working in the family of believers as they process the news that has the potential to rip their united congregation into pieces. Day by day things get a little easier. Week by week disappointments begin to heal.  Month by month people stop taking sides and begin to forgive. God heals and revives.

God is working when the storm hits. God is working when the floods come. God is working when the doctor’s report is announced. God is working when the bills arrive. God is working when we see Him working and even when we do not see 
Him working. God is working to bring about the changes in us that are needed to make us more like Him. He will have the final word.

God is working regardless of whether we realize it or acknowledge it. His desire is to change us. Our task is to allow Him to work within us.
Are you seeking refuge from one of the natural disasters? God is working. Are you concerned about the effects of the wars around the world? God is working.  Are you fretting about what may come your way in the next few days? The next few months. The next few years. Always remember, God is working.

“God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.” (Psalm 46:2-3)

“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells. God is within her, she will not fall; God will help her at break of day. Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; he lifts his voice, the earth melts. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” (Psalm 46:4-7)
"Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.” (Psalm 46:8-11)

IN MEMORY OF ROSA PARKS

The body of the 92-year-old Rosa Parks, who died Monday, October 24, 2005 at her home in Detroit, was brought to Montgomery on a chartered jet flown by Lou Freeman, the first black man to become a chief pilot for a U.S. carrier. Ms. Parks will lie in honor in the Capitol Rotunda in Washington, D.C., becoming the first woman to do so.
After Rosa Parks was arrested in 1955 for refusing to give up her bus seat, she turned to her minister, the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., for aid. Rev. King led the 381-day boycott of the city's bus system that helped initiate the modern civil rights movement.
THE LEGACY:

Rosa Parks did not intend to get arrested as she made her way home from work on December 1, 1955. Little did the 42-year-old seamstress know that an act of hers soon would make her a pivotal symbol of the civil rights movement and help end segregation laws in the South. 
That evening after work, Ms. Parks took a seat in the front of the black section of a city bus in Montgomery, Alabama. The bus filled up and the bus driver demanded that she move so a white male passenger could have her seat. But she refused to give up her seat, and police arrested her. Four days later, Ms. Parks was convicted of disorderly conduct.

That same day, a group of African Americans founded the Montgomery Improvement Asso-ciation and named the young pastor of Dexter Avenue Baptist Church the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. as its leader, and a bus boycott was begun. 
For the next 381 days, African-Americans who had made up two-thirds of Montgomery bus riders boycotted public transportation to protest Ms. Parks' arrest and, in turn, segregation laws. 
The mass movement marked one of the largest and most successful challenges of segregation and catapulted King to the forefront of the civil rights movement. 
The boycott ended on November 13, 1956, after the U.S. Supreme Court upheld a lower court ruling that Montgomery's segregated bus service was uncon-stitutional. 
Rosa Parks, facing regular threats and having lost her job, moved from Alabama to Michigan in 1957. She joined the staff of U.S. Rep. John Conyers, D-Michigan, in 1965, championing civil liberties. She later earned the Presidential Medal of Freedom and Congressional Gold Medal. 
At 90, Ms. Parks was the subject of the documentary "Mighty Times: The Legacy of Rosa Parks," which received a 2002 Oscar nomination for best documentary short. And the legacy goes on . . .
Life Events


New Arrivals Announcement! 


    Joshua Kendall		      Charles Clayton
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Bobbie Williams proudly announce the birth of her grandson Joshua Kendall – Mary Simpson also announces the birth of her grandson Charles Clayton “Babies are a gift of love” from God
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A bouquet of many wishes


For ever-lasting love


Roy & Lillie Gilliam


Jesse & Betty Hardy














 

















Playing to Your Strengths


Bible Text: Roman 12:3-12, Matthew 25:21, 23


Central Truth: It's never too late to be what you might have been.


Too often weary people are working hard at what they are asked to do and doing a good job, but simply are not enjoying themselves.





Is that true of you? Is your daily work—whether at an office, in your home, or where you volunteer—just a set of tasks you grind out because you need to? You may be grati�fied by the praise of others or find a generic satisfaction in just getting the job done. But wouldn't it feel wonderful to love what you're doing—really love it? To be excited and energized and empowered by each task? That's what it feels like to live inside your strengths.





For many people this idea raises its own set of frus�trations. Some aren't sure they have any strengths or gifts. (“I'm just not that good at anything.”) Others can't believe














Jane responded to each one. On her fiftieth birthday she received nearly a hundred cards. Jane has gone home to be with the Lord now.





This woman didn't have a lot of showy abilities, but she made the most of the strengths she had. She had a gift for inspiring and motivating children. She loved them, and they knew it.  





Jane was about as far from being an unfulfilled woman as possible because she was wise enough to invest her life in developing her strengths and furthering God's Kingdom.





Those who didn't know her well called her "Plain Jane." Everyone else called her a "good and faithful servant." 





Memory Text:


“His master said to him, Well done, you upright (honorable, admirable) and faithful servant! You have been faithful and trustworthy over a little; I will put you in charge of much. Enter into and share the joy (the delight, the blessedness) which your master enjoys.” (Matthew 25:21) (
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Every Day is a day of thanksgiving. Thank you Lord for physical food.  Fill us Lord with spiritual food which contains your mercy, that rejoicing throughout the day, we may take delight in your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

















 





Finding your specific spiritual gifts and putting them to work for God’s Kingdom is a matter for prayer and dis�cernment, perhaps with the help of a mentor or your pastor. Choosing an area of service that uses your spiritual gifts will empower and energize you, for you will be working in the strength of the Spirit. 





Living As a Faithful Servant





It's hard to underestimate the importance of finding your fit. When you discover your strengths and learn to work within them, those worn-out feelings will be replaced by a sense of joy and satisfaction that helps you realize what life is supposed to be like. Remember Jesus' words to those who used their talents: "Well done, good and faithful servant!" That's exactly the kind of joy and satisfaction my friend Jane S. received.





Jane didn’t think she was brilliant or beautiful or talented. She stut�tered slightly and therefore felt uncomfortable in front of more than a couple of people. She had a back-breaking job that paid twenty-five cents above minimum wage. Each night she came home exhausted to a small, mostly empty apartment. When she was younger she had been engaged, but two weeks before the wedding her fiancé found some�one he liked better.





In a youth-oriented, fashion-conscious, high achieve�ment culture, you'd think Jane wouldn't have a lot to offer. But you'd be terribly wrong!





Jane taught fourth graders in Sunday school for twenty years, and they loved her. When she walked into a room, every face would brighten as each child tried to get as close to her as possible. 





Every week her mailbox would hold wedding invitations, birth announcements, and letters of appreciation from past students.





























opportunities and envi�ronments where you can use them.





Working with your strengths may mean adjusting your responsi�bilities at your current job or developing a hobby or volunteer position.  Almost certainly it will mean you must jettison tasks from your schedule to make room for more appropriate ones. Whatever you do, you will live more joy�fully and productively if you take some time to discover your strengths and use them in your life.





It's all right to take small steps, especially at first. If you are feeling overwhelmed by what you’re already doing, you probably don't think you have time or energy to do much more. Start by writing down some ideas and possibilities that occur to you. Do a little research and ask advice. Pray for God to point you in the right direction, and watch for the opportunities He brings.





A Word About Spiritual Gifts





While you're trying to understand your strengths, of course, you'll want to consider another important area— your spiritual gifts. The Bible makes it clear that the Holy Spirit equips each member of the Body of Christ with spe�cific abilities. In Romans 12, Paul mentions a number of spiritual gifts such as serving, teaching, encouragement, giving, leadership, and mercy.  He makes it clear that these gifts are given for the express purpose of building up the Body of Christ and that the different spiritual gifts are to complement one another.





How do you determine your spiritual gifts? They will usually, but not always, be congruent with your natural abilities and strengths. 





A person with verbal talents, for instance, may also find he has the gift of teaching...or he may be surprised to discover a gift for encouraging others.


























Selika also reports; - “Carla came in to see me today. She is still thankful for the donations.  She also told me that they were so used to sitting on the floor that at dinnertime, they remained on the floor until she reminded them that they now have somewhere to sit.  Carla wanted to tell me exactly how she placed everything and how, that show of love, has moved her deeply.  We were both in tears.  She says that she is going to have to invite us back so that we can see how everything looks.”





Miracle Baby


Bobbie Williams





My daughter and son-in-law were expecting a little girl.  They were told without a doubt that it was a girl.  They had named her Hannah Jewel and we had all little pink outfits.  But, Jannice, GOD is good and he is working even when we think he is doing something else. He knows what’s best when we feel we have all the answers.  We have an adorable little baby boy name Joshua Kendall.  He weighs 7lbs 15ozs, and 20” long.  I will try and send you a picture from my home computer.  All this technology makes me nervous.





Returned Home


Evelyn McGee





Our sister Evelyn reports the joyous and safe return of her son, Christopher McGee and Family from a long assignment in Iceland.  They arrived home over two weeks ago after being gone two or more years and is now stationed in Montgomery, AL.  They are pleased to be home where the climate is warmer and closer to extended family members.


Continuous Praise                                Denise Jones





Another Praise Report - My husband, Ricky Jones, received a call from Nissan to set up








 


 
































I believe this last question is especially important. Your areas of strength often are those in which you're most talented or you're "good at." Or perhaps there are areas where you have (or think you have) limited talent or ability but have intense interest or passion. Or they may be areas to which God is calling you specifically and for which He will equip you.





What Are My Options?





The brilliant composer Ludwig Van Beethoven had dif�ficulty solving the most elementary arithmetic problem. C. S. Lewis, Oxford professor and literary genius, was so nonmechanical that he couldn't figure out how to use a simple typewriter or almost any other mechanical device.  Chances are, you too are great in some areas, compe�tent in others, and a bit challenged (or very challenged) in others. It probably makes sense, then, to choose your greatest strengths and build on what you have, for now. If you have verbal strengths, you'll want to develop your public speaking or writing skills. If you are artistic, you can look for opportuni�ties to practice and improve those mediums of expression in which God has gifted you.  





God-given dreams, interests, and passions are all part of the equation. Often they will help you decide between options. You may have artistic talent, for instance, but the solitary, precarious life of a painter just doesn't appeal to you. However you may thrive as an interior decorator or be completely energized helping a group of children paint murals on the walls of the church nursery.





Use What You've Been Given





Your gifts and abilities are part of God's purpose for your life. Not using them can lead to frustration, disappoint�ment, and fatigue. So when you've pinpointed your strengths, it’s important to look for opportunities




















































































































How's Your "Ratitude"?


Bible Text: � HYPERLINK "http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?query=php+4:6&sr=1&t=nlt" \t "bible" �Philippians 4:6�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?query=1thessalonians+5:18&sr=1&t=NLT" \t "bible" �I Thessalonians 5:18�


Central Truth: How we respond to life’s situations says a lot about our character.


It seems nothing comes assembled and ready to go anymore. We have to customize everything. We have to take whatever building blocks we find in today’s world and use them to build our careers, our relationships, and even our ethical and moral lives! 





Thank God for the Bible! We have God’s Word to help us do the assembly. In fact, we sometimes assume that God’s perfect Word will do all the assembly and solve our issues in life without our participation. The problem is, we are not perfect and the others who live with us in this world are not perfect, yet. Some of our “Lego Block” structures are a little shaky at times! 





Sometimes the consequences, stresses, and pressure all add up. That negative energy has to go somewhere. Sometimes it gets into our hearts and heads and we end up with what I call a “ratitude.” A ratitude is an emotional and spiritual state when you feel used, abused, unappreciated, mis-understood, and put upon. 





How can the world not appreciate just how amazing you are? How can they not understand how clever, wise and good you are? How can they not notice your “brilliance?”  And listen, you work HARD. You go to bed tired from all of your wonderful efforts. Unfortunately, very few people empathize with your hard work or hold you in awe for your great efforts. Because of this general failure of the human population to fill all your needs, by constantly telling you just how great you are- that sometimes you must feel like a rat must feel. You have a “ratitude.”


























 

















 














believe they can reconcile their talents and desires with the life they've chosen.





(“I'd like to do something else, but I can't let everyone down.”) Some are good at what they do but feel drawn to something they've never tried. (“I love being a full-time mother, but I still dream of being a travel agent someday.”)





In an ideal world, we'd all spend our working hours— whether at home or away—on pursuits that suit our talents and interests and reflect God's calling. It's not always that easy. But it's possible to adjust our lives to fit our God-given strengths more closely—and rediscover the joy and zest God intends for our lives.





What's My Gift?





If you're not sure where to focus, it might seem like they don't exist. Or maybe you know you have several strengths and talents, but you aren't sure which to develop. Finding your best abilities starts with answering a few easy questions.





What were your favorite subjects in school?





What do you enjoy doing in your free time?





In what areas do you get the most compliments?





What do you feel most comfortable and confident doing?





What things do your friends think you're best at?





What pursuits seem to come most naturally to you?





What do you have fun doing? (It's okay to consider this. Really!)


�What activities keep calling to you strongly, even if you're not sure you'd be good at them?
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Let’s face it nobody likes rats. Nobody appreciates their hard work to find food or their relentless efforts to build a better world for themselves and their pack. In fact, nearly everybody tries to exterminate them. They repulse us. They’re revolting. They carry all sorts of diseases. They’re hated, abused, and detested. It’s a ratitute.” 





BUT WHAT CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT? 





When you have a ratitute all of your problems fall into one of two areas; either people do things you don’t want them to do or they fail to do the things you want them to do. They just don’t understand they HAVE to meet your expectations? Apparently someone has slipped up, and failed to inform the universe of your demands.





You have one of two choices. You can either continue in your “ratitude,” or you can dust off your Bible and read � HYPERLINK "http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?query=php+4:6&sr=1&t=nlt" \t "bible" �Philippians 4:6�,”… in EVERYTHING by prayer and supplication with THANKSGIVING let your requests be made known unto God...” You can resolve to obey the biblical call to “give thanks in all circumstances.”  � HYPERLINK "http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?query=1thessalonians+5:18&sr=1&t=NLT" \t "bible" �I Thessalonians 5:18�  





“Say what? Give thanks? Are you serious, Melva?” Go ahead and admit, I know that’s what you’re thinking. You’re not quite sure how to follow the whimsical nature of this message and wonder if I’m serious. Well you know what? I am serious. Serious as I can be. Just like a lot of you, I get down sometimes; I get a “ratitude.” What helps me the most, however, is what I found out from Paul about giving thanks in all situations. I am given a way to change my ratitude. I can pray. I can continue to bring my supplications before God. I can do it with thanksgiving to God. You see, when I bring God into my “ratitude” by offering thanks to Him, He transforms it. He transforms me. 























an interview this morning @ 10:00.  He just informed me that he would be in training Saturday (10/29/05) from 7:30 - 4:30, as a line worker.


 


Ricky said he doesn't care he just want to get his feet in the door.





Prayer Request - So come on saints lets stand with Ricky for this great opportunity.








HOME BIBLE WORKSHOP SCHEDULE
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 Mark your calendars for the November 2005 date. Please plan to attend.








November 12


November 26


 


( 1050 Ridgeside Drive


Brandon, MS 39042





( Phone:  601-824-7498
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www.mcclainministries.org
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OUR 1ST YEAR WEBSITE ANNIVERSARY





If you have not toured the site recently, I encourage you to do so today.  The Home page has undergone a bit of a face lift-please use your computer's full screen view and scroll slowly to the bottom of the page to experience the full affect. On each side of the Homepage you will find articles taken from embedded links. In November we will periodically rotate the embedded articles onto the front page. The rotation process is basically because it appears from the stats that many of our visitors take full advantage of the articles on the Homepage but fail to get beyond that page.


  


We have added inspirational music, new graphics and compelling articles that we hope will enrich you spiritually. Enjoy! 





Please use the guestbook on the site to let us know what you think.   We invite all suggestions.





Sign Guest Book





HOW TO CONTACT MELVA





( 1050 Ridgeside Drive


Brandon, MS 39042





( Phone:  601-824-7498 or





Cell phone:  601-955-6722





( Email:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:melvamcclain@aol.com" �melvamcclain@aol.com�











�





THANK YOU partners for doing your part. You are truly a blessing to McClain Ministries.  Your faithful commitment and support is greatly appreciated.  If you have not yet made a commitment to partner with us, please ask the Holy Spirit to speak to, and guide your heart about it.  If you will do your part God will do His part.
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6:00 P. M. HOUR OF PRAYER





Use this wonderful supernatural tool the Lord has blessed us with the 6 o'clock hour of power.  This is the time to intercede for the needs of others, the concerns of the ministry and to pray for the leadership within our community, our nation, and our world. 
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Bring all of your cares and burdens to the altar and encourage others to do the same.  Lives are being changed. Breakthroughs are happening.
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Katrina - Family Blessing 


Carla Henry by Lena Williams





May peace and the grace of our heavenly Father be multiplied to you all.





This is an update on our Katrina Help Project:  On Sunday (October 2nd) we delivered items to Carla Henry and her family. Those of us who were able to make it met at 3:00 p.m. at the Kroger just one half block away from the Henry’s apartment. I spoke with Carla again Sunday prior to confirming a final time with everyone to make sure that she would be home. I felt her need to really get the sofa and love seat that my daughter Selika’s grandmother was holding.





She stated they were still sitting on the floor.  By the grace of God I had to think of something or someone.  My son Jarrett reminded me that my nephew had a truck and would be glad to help us out.  Dexter was delighted to let us use his truck.





I arranged to meet at Ms.Corley’s house with the truck.  Denise, Ms. Corley and I put the sofa and love seat on the truck and met the others at Kroger’s.  We all delivered it along with the other items everyone brought and contributed.  Denise had made beautiful baskets for Shelika’s items.  Items were personally delivered by Gean, Denise, Selika, my grand kids and I (the kids even helped to take in items).  





The items donated to Carla and her family was so sweet and expressed deep love and appreciation for all that is being done for them.





If anyone has any additional furniture, Dexter says he will make his truck continually available to us.  God is so good.















































Items that have been pledged and delivered to Carla Henry and her family of four relocating in Jackson, MS from New Orleans, LA.





ITEMS DONATED


Microwave


Towels


Dinnerware/Floral Arrangements


Drinking Glasses


Set of dishes


Pants for son


Comforter Set/Towels/Sheets


Pictures/Vases/Candlesticks/Home Décor


Various Clothing Items


Couch/Loveseat


Bathroom Items/Bath Mats


�





�





Year to Date:


Katrina Relief: $1718.00


Henry Family:   $320.00


Total Storm Relief: $2038.00





While many of you are not physically in Mississippi to actually participate in the delivery of relief items, your prayers, monetary offerings and compassionate spirits are so deeply felt and appreciated by McClain Ministries that words are inadequate to express our sincere thanks to you.






























































Every good gift — whether delivered through community, friend, or family — is finally traceable to God’s generosity. 





Let me share a little secret with you. The next time you have a “ratitude,” bring God into it. In fact, just take the Big G at the beginning of God, and add it to the front of your “ratitude.” What do you have then? That’s right folks; you have a “GRATITUDE.”





I know, it sounds corny. You may even think it’s trite. The truth, however, is that learning to be grateful — to give thanks for our solid blessings in Jesus and the overflow of God’s gifts given to us everyday — is not trite or corny, it’s transformational.  It will change your life.





So why not join with me in dealing with this week’s issues by living a gratitude attitude. Co-workers today, family tonight, people who assist you at the post office or grocery, anyone who blesses your life — thank them sincerely for things that make your life better. Most of all, give thanks to God.  Who knows? It could become a way of life.





And that’s how we are supposed to live each day, in gratitude to God for calling us out of our pity party ratitudes. Enjoy your Cheese!





Memory Text:


“ . . . in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. . .” (� HYPERLINK "http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?query=php+4:6&sr=1&t=nlt" \t "bible" �Philippians 4:6�)  (
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McClain Ministries


6 Years 





We Are Standing Together As One





With God leading, we have continued to manage and serve as well as enrich our website and grow our membership base. We have:





Newsletter Publication


Bible Study Workshops


Audio Tape Ministry


Quarterly Teleconferences


24-Hour Counseling Service


Added the following pages to the website:


BibleGateway.com


Jesus Speaks To Teens  


Audio Messages & Teen Music


Art- Gallery Photo  


Art-Gallery-Afro-American-Artists


Art-Gallery-Beautiful Scenes


Articles by Others


Media Center


National Bulletin Board


Weekly Inspirational Messages


Spiritual Warriors Prayer Guide


Remember our Troops – God Bless America


Golden Nuggets


A Moment of Meditation


Hot Off The Press


Learning Tree


Home Bible Workshop


Prayer Requests


Are You Ready?


He Paid It All





This is by no means a complete list of services the ministry has to offer.





Want To Experience The Entire Site?  Click on at:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.mcclainministries.org" ��www.mcclainministries.org�





 









































					














culture lifestyle of the Savior. The last will be first. The least will be greatest. The sick will be well. The lonely will be included.  





God wired all of us to be involved in His great ministry of redeeming the world. However, such a powerful impact on the world cannot be made by audiences in church buildings or self-absorbed religious dilettantes who have read all the best sellers on the Christian market but have been unwilling to soil their hands with the dirt of the street and the grime of lost souls. Now don't read this as being critical of going to church or reading Christian books. Both are important! But, those activities should move us to minister, not insulate us from the messy and costly nature of ministry!  


The work of ministry still boils down to two, powerful, convicting, and moving commit-ments: to serve and to give. Jesus became this truth. Jesus taught this truth. Jesus demonstrated this truth. As those who gather around the Lord's Table and share in the communion meal that makes us one, we also hear the call of the Savior to remember Him by being His bodily presence in this world by committing to serve and to give. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=nlt&query=1+Corinthians+10%3A14-17" \o "Study 1 Corinthians 10:14-17 more..." \t "bible" �I Corinthians 10:14-17�)





ARE YOU OUT OF FUEL? 


Rest is the forgotten fuel. But this needed rest is more than just a few more power naps, a little more sleep, or a little down time. What is needed is spiritual rest — withdrawal from the “busyness” of our hectic worlds and quality time in the restorative presence of God. This holy time — or sacred space as I like to call it — is crucial for our spiritual balance and productive living. 


Jesus fueled His ministry in what I call sacred space. 





                        











 








After a very busy time in ministry, we find Him practicing His regular spiritual sustaining time with the Father.


The next morning Jesus awoke long before daybreak and went out alone into the wilderness to pray. (� HYPERLINK "http://www.searchgodsword.org/desk/?sr=1&t=nlt&query=Mark+1%3A35" \o "Study Mark 1:35 more..." \t "bible" �Mark 1:35�)


Jesus provided this same sacred space for his closest followers as He trained His future world-changers.


 


Articles by Others


LEARNING LIFE’S LESSONS


We live and learn that God is faithful and that He can be trusted, but we only learn it through living. You can learn why you should trust Him in a church building, but you'll only learn to really trust Him when you live with Him and see His faithfulness in the unfolding of your life. Often that means uncertainty. Sometimes it means outright suffering. And no, no one wants uncertainty or suffering and God does not cause either. But it’s exactly in those moments, when our resources are exhausted and any control we might have is gone, that we learn just how boundless are God's resources and just how limitless His control.





So live and learn. Whatever life brings you, keep your eyes and ears open. Look at each day of your life, whatever it may bring, as a chance to examine another facet of God's love, know a little more about who He is, and see another example of His faithfulness. 
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I Quit





The time has come to try another approach. Oh Lord, it's not that I want to be heard saying that your way is the way of last resort for me. Or maybe it is. But I'm just so tired. And weary. And you and I both know things aren't getting better with me in charge. So that's why I've made up my mind. 





God, I'm quitting. No more Know-It-All. No more having to be in charge. No more playing like I know more about myself than you do. You're in control from this point forward. Spirit, soul and body. Family and personal. Career and social. Monday as well as Sunday. It's all yours now. I resign! 





REAL PRAYER





We have been led to believe that in order for prayer to be effective, it must be arduous, lengthy, even painful. And we must stay at it for hours on end . . . pleading, longing, waiting, hurting, and begging. You don’t find that in the Scriptures. Except in a very few and extreme cases, prayer doesn’t have to be hard to bear. And I cannot find any biblical characters who struggled with guilt because they didn’t pray long enough or because they weren’t in enough pain or because they failed to plead and beg sufficiently. Check it for yourself. It isn’t there. 


Biblical prayer includes praise and thanksgiving, intercession and petition, meditation, and confession. In prayer we focus fully on God; we capture renewed energy to continue, a wider view of life, increased


























increased determination to endure. As we strengthen our grip on prayer, it is amazing how it alters our whole perspective. I encourage you to get a fresh, new grip on prayer. It is essential for survival. 





WHAT GETS YOUR ATTENTION?





Don’t get distracted by “junk.” Don’t let the issues of daily life drive out the good, the important. Don’t let the urgent things crowd out your highest priorities for God, others, and yourself. Find God’s top priorities for you and DO THEM NO MATTER WHAT.





KEEP DREAMING YOUR DREAMS





Sometimes dreams fade quickly. Sometimes dreams fade slowly. Sometimes dreams come true. Sometimes we wait for God to work His plan to show us things beyond our wildest dreams.


Is your dream fading? Do you sense it is about to disappear? Has your dream already faded? Hear the Lord, "Be strong and courageous ... get ready ... I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you ... Be strong and courageous." 


So keep dreaming your dreams. Faded dreams can be reborn. God is still God. He is the same yesterday, today and forever!





CALLING ALL MINISTERS


In a world of instant gratification, the call to give up our rights and our possessions to bless others appears stupid, shortsighted, naïve, and weak. The long-term call of Jesus, however, reminds us that this world is not our home that the riches we have now are only on loan from the Creator to whom we will give an account, and that glory awaits those who live the counter- culture





























 


















































Remember Our Troops         During Thanksgiving�
�



Let us remember our troops as we gather around the table for Thanksgiving Dinner in fellowship, thanks and praise with our families, friends and love ones.





The Troops are far away from their many families, friends, and love ones. Many will be thinking about families, homes, home-cooked meals, sharing laughter, football games on TV with friends, visiting relatives and friends and being thankful when they return to American soil once again.
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For Their Sacrifice


Almighty God, you know them to be set in the midst of so many and great dangers. Give them strength and protection. Help them to see that you, who control the universe, are in control of their lives too. Give them strength to encourage each other. This is my special Thanksgiving Prayer for the Troops.  Mary Simpson
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