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 SHOCKWAVES

Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, who rely on horses, who trust in the multitude of their chariots and in the great strength of their horsemen, but do not look to the Holy One of Israel, or seek help from the LORD. (Isaiah 31:1)
Shockwaves


That's our euphemism for the intense bombardment of the Iraqi capital of Baghdad that continues as I write this. The name sums up the mission. Through what is probably some of the most intense bombing the world has ever seen, the U.S. hopes to destroy the Iraqi infrastructure, disrupt command and control of the military, and create as many shockwave in the city as possible. And I imagine that in between diving for cover and taking care of children -- and maybe dying -- shockwaves are definitely some of the responses of the people of Baghdad.

Saddam Hussein is an evil man. He has committed atrocities against the people he is responsible for that cannot be excused or overlooked. The Iraqi people deserve to be set free from his tyranny. By all appearances, coalition forces have gone out of their way to preserve the lives of civilians and Iraqi military personnel. The danger of using force to stop a violent man is that we will become what we are fighting against, and the leaders and planners of this action seem aware of that razor's edge and determined to walk it carefully. I support our soldiers and am proud of the way they seem to be conducting themselves.

I say that because I want what comes next to be set in the proper context. I'd like to be a pacifist, but I also recognize the difficulty of existing in an international world plagued by terrorism and tyranny without from time to time being forced into a position of aggression. As a follower of the Lord of peace, who pronounced a blessing on peacemakers, I feel sorrow and a sense of national failure in the events of the past four years. 
Still. Shockwaves.
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Have we strayed too far into the violent world of our enemies by using our military to provoke shockwaves? Are we uncomfortably close to the folks of Isaiah's time, who felt sure that protection against and victory over an enemy from the same part of the world was to be found in military might, in horses, chariots, and horsemen? As our planes and missiles batter Baghdad from the air, as our tanks hurry across the desert, wouldn't it be wise to hear again Isaiah's message? Woe to those who find salvation in a strong military, who create a sense of shock in their enemies with a hail of missiles and bombs, and fail to be filled with shock themselves in the presence of God. "In God We Trust," says our money. And if God doesn't come through, then we trust in our military.

Jeremiah lived in a time of war, too. Soldiers from Babylon, not far from Baghdad, had come across the desert and conquered his city. Many of his people were exiled, but some who left wanted to fight. Jeremiah the prophet stood against popular opinion and told his countrymen to go quietly into exile and wait for God's salvation. But he sent them off with a promise from God: "I will cleanse them from all the sin they have committed against me and will forgive all their sins of rebellion against me. Then this city will bring me renown, joy, praise and honor before all nations on earth that hear of all the good things I do for it; and they will be in awe and will tremble at the abundant prosperity and peace I provide for it." (Jeremiah 33:8-9) Jeremiah wanted the world to be in awe of his nation, too. He was willing to wait, however, for the forgiveness and blessing of God. 
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I pray that our leaders will have wisdom from God to know when it's time for the shockwaves of the campaigns to stop. And I pray that they will expend just as much energy and money and manpower on humanitarian aid, rebuilding the infrastructure they've destroyed, medical help and the development of a government that insures liberty for Iraqis. I wonder what kind of shockwaves it might create in our world to see Americans working side-by-side with Iraqis? Wouldn't we Americans feel much more confident that we were doing God's will in helping to bring peace and prosperity to Iraq than in bringing destruction and death? Wouldn't America, known by our enemies as a secular, decadent nation, do more to change the opinions of some of those who hate us through giving of ourselves to help these battered people take a few breaths of real free air than by bombing them into submission?

I want to create shockwaves too, but I want to do it the way God chooses. The way of love. The way of patience. The way of forgiveness. The way of peace. I want to do it, like God does, by suffering in behalf of others rather than bringing suffering upon them. I choose the way of peace, the way of sacrifice. They way of the cross.

God has shaken mountains. Destroyed the earth with a flood. Brought down fire from heaven. Decimated armies. But the most shocking, awe-inspiring thing God ever did was to inhabit this violent world, suffer violence in it, to deliver enslaved human beings like, me, you, and everyone else on this planet. Shockwave -- oh definitely. And its concussions reach around the world and down through the centuries to resound here, in this crucial moment of world history.
 
Shockwaves? Not on CNN. In Jesus. In His church, His redeemed people. In our transformed hearts. Woe to us if we ignore the help of the Holy One of Israel.
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