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Romans 8:28
Central Truth: You will always know at the time that a “nudge” or a “thought” is the leading of the Spirit.
The early Christians knew there were two ways to view time. The first focused on the passage of time chronologically. The word for this kind of time was, of course, chronos. The other way to view time was to see it as strategic moments when something more than just the mere passage of time is in play. At these strategic moments, several different layers of life and reality converge at a given moment and provide great opportunity. This kind of time was called kairos. 

For Christians, this coalescence of people, places, times, and events, is more than coincidence, fate, or the alignment of the planets. God is at work redeeming time, working in history, and shaping His people through strategic moments and events. While we don’t completely know why or how things work out the way they do in those moments of opportune time, we believe that God is behind the moment. He orchestrates it.  He is the God of kairos. For believers, there are no such things as coincidences, just “God-incidences.” 

Yesterday, I went to visit an elderly retired couple that just moved into my neighborhood. This couple left me a Christmas gift on the front porch the previous day and I seized the opportunity to visit them.  I’m not sure why these people weighed so heavily on my heart. My faith leads me to believe that it wasn’t really just my idea, but a “prompting” of the Spirit. When I arrived, it was clear that  I was supposed to be there at that moment. Another person was there who needed some special attention and prayer. In addition, the people with whom I visited very much needed to talk. Yesterday was a very special day for them; a day filled with emotion and remembrance. It was good that I was there. It was a “God-incidence.”  The enemy kept trying to discourage me, saying, “It was Christmas day and perhaps my visit would be an intrusion.”  But the Holy Spirit would not let me rest until I followed His prompting.

You will always know at the time that a “nudge” or a “thought” is the leading of the Spirit. I know some folks have formulas and others attribute everything to “God led me to tell you . . .” kind of promptings. All I know to do is to pray, search Scripture, and ask wise spiritual people for advice on some things. In the daily things, I try to live by my Christian priorities, honor my commitments to others, and to routinely place the people of God in my thoughts and in my prayers. Somewhere in all of that, I believe that God gets me to the right place, at just the right time, a whole lot of the time. 

Does this make me special? Yeah! I’m a child of God and God is working in me and through me; that’s special. 

Does that make me unique or more special than anyone else? Nope! God does the same kinds of things in the life of each of His children who are yielded to Him in love and who respond to His call to follow.
The point of all of this is really very basic. We need to live a deeper sense of wonder and awe! God knows us personally. He regularly works in our lives. Our Heavenly Father gives us special abilities to serve Him and bless His people. We shouldn’t be surprised when the LORD puts us in the right place, at the right time, to be a blessing to others. Let’s just make sure we’re awake to the possibilities of His grace being used in us when it is most needed. God not only works in history (chronos), but He also accomplishes salvation through His “everyday” people at just the right time (kairos). He works in us and through us in “God-incidences.”

The two things that stop us from seizing God-incidences are insensitivity and fear.  Fear has the power to destroy God's work in us. Fear can become our unwanted god, making our heavenly Father an irrelevant relic left in the stain glass ghetto of Sunday. Our Christian faith sounds so neat and tidy there, so powerful and inspiring. But you see, it's not really put to the test until we see the face of fear in our own mirror. Until we feel its wilting breath cold upon our shoulder and experience the total emasculation of our resolve. 

Hopefully in our time of fear, a brother or sister in Christ will step in and buy us some time to sort out our fear. Hopefully we will courageously keep doing the mundane things that are necessary for life and open the door to the Spirit's presence. But in the crucible of real life, ultimately there comes a time when those of us in fear have to decide whether or not we believe in the promises of God to give us ultimate victory beyond death. We have to decide that God is with us no matter what the circumstances are — that we are not alone in facing our terrors and that God's Spirit will strengthen us as we do what's right, even when we are not sure we have the strength to do it! That we will seize the God-incidences.

When Jesus came to His disciples on the stormy waters and said, "Fear not, I AM!" I don't believe He was saying, "Don't let fear cross your minds." No, He is saying, "In the face of fear, recognize I am here. Don't let fear stop you from what I've called you to do." 

There is a difference between feeling fear and being mastered by it. There is a difference between being afraid and being immobilized by it. Courage is seeing the face of fear and then choosing to call out to the one who insures that it can never have us, our great I AM. Courage is seeing the face of fear and refusing to have it be our master. Courage allows us to recognize life’s Co-incidences as God-incidences.
Scriptural References:
Romans 8:28

And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.
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 Philippians 2:12
Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
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