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II Corinthians 10:3-5

Central Truth: The personal presence of God through the Holy Spirit is the source of all power.
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. (II Corinthians 10:4)  
Christians can fall into a number of satanic traps. Some may be deceived into thinking that "intending" to obey Jesus is the same as actually doing what Jesus says. Some seek great knowledge about God and His will and are satisfied with this, rather than trusting God and acting on that knowledge. Others are busily involved doing religious things based upon human traditions, rather than seeking to live each day in the power of the Lord through His Holy Spirit. And still others seek a mystical experience without changing their lifestyles to reflect the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
Jesus distinguishes between knowing God's will and doing it! Jesus repeatedly reminded His followers that they would be blessed by "doing" God's will, not just believing in it. (Matthew 7:13-27; (John 13:15-17).  
Why is it that we are so adamant about hearing what Jesus says, and so slack in doing it — always learning, but never acting? Knowledge is wonderful, but Paul says, "Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up." (I Corinthians 8:1 NRS) 
The only way knowledge about things can become knowledge possessed by a person is for that person to act on that factual knowledge and thereby discover for himself if it is true! Theoretical knowledge becomes experiential — or real knowledge — only through obedience. Faith is the link between the two! For example, from information about the construction of a bridge across a river, one may come to believe intellectually that it will hold his weight. However, only when one walks across the bridge, trusting himself to the bridge, will he truly know it is reliable. 
Jesus said to those who began to believe on Him intellectually, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." (John 8:31-32).  Holding to one truth allows you to reach for another truth. Growing in grace and knowledge is based on trust and obedience to the knowledge of the truth that is confronting us at the time. To fail to act on one aspect of truth about God keeps us from progressing to another aspect.
For too long, the church has been held guilty of Paul's indictment of "always learning but never able to acknowledge the truth." (II Timothy 3:7 NIV) It is imperative that we never stop learning, but it is only when we use what we learn that we will we be people of truth.
God has no competition. He describes Himself as a jealous god, and He will go to great lengths to bring His errant children back to Him. He continually manifests His deity and His power so that those who seek Him can have no doubt that He, and He alone, is God. Anyone or anything that supplants His rule as lord of our lives is as powerless to save us as was Baal. The personal presence of God through the Holy Spirit is the source of all power. 

So let's go forward in faith just like Paul urged the Christians at Ephesus to have: "Above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one."  (Ephesians 6:16) "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places." (Ephesians 6:12)   We have the power to resist our enemy, "For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds." (II Corinthians 10:4)  
So the next time the devil tries to give you a hard time through attack or temptation, don't pretend it isn't happening. Don't give in to a fatalistic pity party. Instead, remember the words of John, the beloved apostle, "You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world." (I John 4:4)  
Scriptural References:

“For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” 

(II Corinthians 10:3-5) 
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