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II Corinthians 3:17 
Central Truth: We are therefore not only participants in the promising nature of God, but recipients of it! 
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. (II Corinthians 3:17)  
 
In Robert Louis Stevenson’s riveting Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, a caring doctor drinks a poison and becomes monstrous. Tragically, in real life we’ve seen our children drink at the wrong fountains and turn back to us with their eyes forever changed. 
But where the Spirit of the Lord is we don’t need to worry about the kind of transformation that will take place — it’ll be from death to life and then from glory to glory.  
We’ve seen that in many lives, too, haven’t we? Dead men walking with soulless eyes — changed! Happy pagans with no regard for God or man — changed! Spoiled and bratty children, self centered wimps — changed! Middle-aged men with hard, embittered spirits, as twisted in mind as in their aging bodies — changed! The self-centered and cozy, who deliberately choose to pass by neighbors or a whole world in sin and misery — changed! The smug and self-righteous, clucking their tongues and prattling on about what the world’s coming to — changed! The fiercely upright, scorching the earth but avoiding costly involvement — changed! And on rare occasions, whole cities, even countries are raised out of the muck and mire and are changed. 
Let others say the changes are simply the result of psychology; human kindness, and conditioning; fine literature, church services, new laws, or government leaders. Believers and rightly so, will insist that all of these are tools in the hands of the transforming Spirit, bringing life to the dead, passion to the indifferent, and generosity to the selfish. It is He who is at work convicting and sanctifying. 
For the Christian, nothing less than the presence of the Spirit is enough to explain the marvelous changes worked in human lives. Call it grace; call it providence; call it the result of Bible study, practical involvement, or social ethics — call it what we will, just so we understand that behind all the instruments is the presence and work of the Spirit who seeks and finds and transforms.
This is the day, so say the Scriptures — that this transforming work will embrace the whole creation, which presently groans in bondage. The curse will be obliterated; the creation will experience a glorious change along with the children of God. The Spirit of God is a sort of “firstfruits” of all that.
Where He is present there is a change — from glory to glory! So let’s take our places as God’s children; we’re intended for transformation. Our destination, our goal, is assured because the Agent of Change is at work making us more like Him!

God is in the transformation business. Through the Spirit, He doesn’t just recover and reclaim us; He restores, revives, and renews.  His focus is always on where we’re headed, not where we’ve been.
Scriptural References:
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