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Central Truth: We constantly need to be in a state of renewal, constantly before God so that His thoughts and attitudes become ours.
   “...do not give the devil a foothold.” (Ephesians 4:27, NIV)

In the winter of 1794, French forces invaded Holland. One of the most decisive battles of the invasion must have been the one in which the entire Dutch navy was taken while still in port by the French cavalry. No, not the French navy. The cavalry. 
It seems that the Dutch fleet was frozen in icy waters just offshore. The French cavalry rode across the ice, right up to the ships, and seized control of them. Simple matter, really. Under normal circumstances, a fleet of ships would have nothing to fear from even the largest, fiercest cavalry. But with the ships frozen and unable to move, with the ice giving the cavalry a place to stand, the horses and their riders were more than a match for the Dutch warships.

The Dutch fleet was at the mercy of the elements, of course. You can’t blame their defeat on a tactical mistake, or even on being outmanned. It was just unfortunate that their ships were immobilized by ice when the French attacked. The French were resourceful enough to seize the opportunity. But I’m afraid that a lot of battles, and maybe even some wars, are lost the same way each day. They’re lost because men and women find their hearts and minds immobilized, and their enemy has plenty of time and opportunity to overwhelm them. And the truly tragic thing is that very often these men and women have chosen to be immobilized.
“Don’t give the devil a place to stand,” writes Paul. He’s dangerous enough already. Don’t freeze up your heart with anger and bitterness. Don’t paralyze your mind with self-satisfaction. Don’t do anything that will make you more vulnerable to his attacks. Oh, the world can immobilize you spiritually. It can leave you unable to be moved by the Spirit, unable to use your defenses, and unable to escape Satan’s assaults. It isn’t sin itself that’ll destroy your soul. Jesus has freed us from sin’s power. But sin can bring the work of God in your life to a complete halt and pave a highway into your heart for Satan and his forces to ride. 

David discovered that. Firmly-established in his palace, insulated from the danger and challenges that in the past had always driven him to seek the warmth of God, David’s spirit starts to freeze. It’s in that condition that he glances down from his roof and right into the bathroom of a beautiful woman. He watches for a while, starts asking about her, and finally sends for her. The rest is unsavory history. His conscience stops working, his moral judgment locks up, and it all ends with David ordering the death of a loyal soldier to cover up his own weakness. The payment exacted for his sin is the lives of three of his children. He gave Hell’s forces a foothold, and they stormed the citadel of his heart and left it a ruin.

Or how about Samson? The only one who could beat Samson was Samson himself, and he certainly did. When Delilah winked and smiled and pouted, Samson’s mind and spirit froze under a layer of lust. The guy God had raised up to kill Philistines and free His people spends his time napping in the lap of the enemy. It eventually leaves him a blind slave, and his story ends on as tragic a note as any in the Bible. With God fighting for him, no one on earth could have defeated him. But sin took him from God’s arena and put him right into the middle of Satan’s.

But you could add to this catalog of tragedies, couldn’t you? You know of families torn apart because someone left a place for Satan to stand in her life, don’t you? You can think, can’t you, of a reputation irrevocably damaged because someone’s conscience froze? Haven’t you had the experience of feeling your spirit grow cold, hard, and rigid, of being defenseless against the attack of your enemy? Jesus has promised that if you’re His, nothing can tear you away from Him. Satan doesn’t want to fight that battle. Instead, he weakens your resolve. He pushes your buttons. He dangles a carrot in front of your nose. And if you don’t resist him, eventually you’re spiritually frozen in place and there’s plenty of room for Satan’s cavalry to come storming in.

“There must be a spiritual renewal of your thoughts and attitudes,” Paul says. (Ephesians 4:23) That happens at conversion, but that can’t be the only time. We constantly need to be in a state of renewal, constantly before God so that His thoughts and attitudes become ours. Renewal must be ongoing because the influence of sin is ongoing. The Spirit lives in us, He doesn’t just visit once in a while. That’s because we need His constant presence to renew us again and again.

Paul goes on, “Display a new nature because you are a new person, created in God’s likeness...” That’s the diagnostic test. Is God visible in your life? Is His likeness evident in you? To the degree that it’s not, Satan has inroads into your heart. To the degree that it’s not, you need renewal. At the Rapture you will be as He is now.  And the work of renewal He’s doing in your life will bring you closer and closer to that point, even in this world.

You don’t have to sit there, spiritually frozen in place, waiting for Satan’s next attack. God’s Spirit in you will begin to break you free from the sin that binds you. Have you asked him to? Are you cooperating with Him as He does it? You were made to sail majestically on the seas of the Spirit. Why stay frozen in the harbor another minute?  
Scriptural References:

“...Continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you...” (Philippians 2:12-13, NIV)  
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