Melva's Corner
GET THEM ALL THE WAY HOME

 (Our Military Duty)
March 27, 2006
(II Corinthians 5:8-9) 

Central Truth: We've been rescued from captivity and set on the way home because someone cared enough to tell us and show us the gospel. Shouldn't we do the same for others?
“Even the sparrow has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may have her young--a place near your altar, O LORD Almighty, my King and my God. Blessed are those who dwell in your house; they are ever praising you.” (Psalm 84:3-4)


Mohammed is an Iraqi lawyer from the town of Nasiriyah. He has a special souvenir from the war that he got from some new friends in a Marine helicopter crew. You might have already heard the story of how he met his new friends.

Mohammed went to visit his wife, Iman, at her job as a nurse at Saddam Hospital in Nasiriyah one day and was shocked as he passed an emergency ward and saw a member of an Iraqi paramilitary group give a female American soldier two open-handed slaps to the face. Mohammed says that his "heart stopped" when he saw the slaps. He made up his mind then and there to go to the American soldiers in Nasiriyah and tell them the story.

To go to the Americans would be to put himself in danger of retaliation from Iraqi forces. To get to the nearest checkpoint, he had to walk over six miles out of town down an open road that the Marines have nicknamed "Ambush Alley." But Mohammed felt so strongly that he had to do something about what he'd seen that he took the risk and made the long walk. "Important information about a woman soldier," he explained to the first Marine he encountered at the checkpoint.
 
But Mohammed didn't stop there. He made two more reconnaissance trips to the hospital at the Marines' request. He drew them five maps. He gave them details about the layout, security and the woman's location in the hospital. He told them about the helicopter pad on the roof. Mohammed's help made it possible for American special ops forces to rescue the captive soldier, who had been wounded in a shootout with Iraqi forces. She is back with her family now.

Her name, as you are probably aware, is Private First-Class Jessica Lynch.

Oh and Mohammed's souvenir from the helicopter crew that brought him to Marine headquarters? A patch that reads, "We get you all the way home." One that Mohammed should be able to wear proudly.

Mohammed can't go home. At least, not right now. After going to the Marines with his information, he never went back to his house. Friends told him that the Fedayeen have been there; ransacked his home and took his car. His wife and daughter had to stay with his father for awhile. He was relocated by the Marines to Umm Qasr. It's not clear when he'll be able to return home to Nasiriyah himself.

It seems to me that the Bible is all about home. God prepares one for human beings. They're evicted for disobeying God. God chooses to bring a new nation of His people into existence through one couple, but says they must leave home and go to a promised land He will show them. But it takes 400 years before this new nation, Israel, sees the promise fulfilled and settle in their land. But then they disobey again, and they're taken away as POW's. When they do come back, they have lost possession of the land and their own destiny. So God Himself, in the person of Jesus Christ, comes and makes a temporary home among His people. He promises an eternal home to those who believe in Him. In the last image of the Bible, the homes we make in this world are destroyed as a new city of God descends from heaven. God's people come home -- or rather, home comes to them. Finally and forever.

The Bible tells us this story, I think, for one reason. God wants us to be people who aren't satisfied to live away from home, and aren't satisfied to leave others away from home either. We are to be people who can't stomach the sight of captivity. We are to be people who yearn for home means and live lives shaped by that yearning. The psalmist felt it in the temple, as he saw birds nesting in the shadow of the altar. Paul was feeling it when he wrote "We.  . . would prefer to be away from the body and at home with the Lord. So we make it our goal to please him . . ." (II Corinthians 5:8-9) Jesus felt it when He committed Himself to His Father on the cross. God's people are those who never feel quite at home here and don't want others to feel quite comfortable either.

So when we see captivity, we do something. We go to great lengths. Put ourselves at risk. We've made evangelism too complicated, too scary. It's not something you learn in a class or achieve through a system as it is helping captives get home. It's putting yourself on the line to help people find their way back home.
"We get you all the way home." I don't think that would be a bad slogan to hang on a banner in our churches. Imprint on the church letterhead. Hang on our front doors, place on our desks -- and brand on our hearts and minds. We've been rescued from captivity and set on the way home because someone cared enough to tell us and show us the gospel. Shouldn't we do the same for others?

Keep your eyes open; you never know where you'll see someone who's a prisoner of sin, evil, death and fear. Then you'll need to put your own agenda on hold, go out of your way and maybe even put yourself at risk to help them. You might be asked to give up your own comfort and security. Our hearts should stop when we see a fellow human beings trying to survive with no hope of ever finding home. And if our hearts don't stop, maybe it's because we've lost sight of home ourselves.
May I encourage you today to be one of God’s Marines and let’s get them all the way home.
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