Melva's Corner
WHOLEHEARTEDLY

October 31, 2005
Bible Text: Colossians 3:23-25

Central Truth: When we are in step with the Holy Spirit and aware
of His presence we will realize that something special is going on
in our life.

| have always been drawn to people who give it their whole heart.
No matter what the "it" is, | like it when they give it their all.
Singers who sing with passion. Actors who give the role their
playing all their energy. Athletes who leave it all on the field or
court. Children who sing with all their heart. Teachers who teach
because they have a passion for sharing knowledge. Preachers
who preach because they have a passion for sharing God with
their listeners. Churches that serve the people of their community
with joy and enthusiasm.

On the other hand, | am easily frustrated with and completely
turned off by those who do things halfheartedly. Houses that get
half-built are not very impressive. Movies that are done poorly.
Games that are played without a desire for excellence. Music that
has no life to it. Worship that is not really worship.

| like people and things that are done with the whole heart. | get
down on myself when | slip into a mode of doing things halfway.
Articles that are written just to get something written. Messages
that are brought without the Spirit. Conversations that do not
lead to life.

| am talking about more than enthusiasm. Anyone can act
enthusiastically. | am talking about passion. | am talking about
wholehearted devotion. I like to do things with my whole heart, see
things done with the whole heart, be a part of things that are done
with the whole heart, and be with people who want to give their
whole heart to their task. | am not saying | always give my whole
heart, but with all my heart | want to grow to the point that nothing
is done halfway.




How do | get there? What do | need to learn, or relearn that will
help me to live my life with my whole heart? Here are three
passages that remind me that | need to give my whole heart.

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them debating.
Noticing that Jesus had given them a good answer, he asked Him,
"Of all the commandments, which is the most important?"
"The most important one,” answered Jesus, "is this: "Hear, O
Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and
with all your strength.' The second is this: "Love your neighbor as
yourself." There is no commandment greater than these." (Mark
12:28-31, NIV)

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are
serving. Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, and
there is no favoritism.” (Colossians 3:23-25, NIV)

“These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness,
the ruler of God's creation. | know your deeds, that you are neither
cold nor hot. | wish you were either one or the other! So, because
you are lukewarm--neither hot nor cold--I am about to spit you out
of my mouth.” (Revelation 3:15-16, NIV)

| look forward to the day when | can truthfully say | give my whole
heart to everything | do. When | write | will always put my whole
heart into the piece of literature. When | teach | will always put my
whole heart into the lesson. When | listen | will always give my
whole heart to the person speaking. When | worship | will always
give my whole heart to the Lord. | am not there yet, but | am really
working on it. | want to live with my whole heart? How about you?

The Lord wants to bless us with great moments in our life. But if
we are living life halfheartedly we may miss them. However, when
we are in step with His Spirit and aware of His presence we will
realize that something special is going on. Even though we may
not fully understand all that it means or where it may lead, we
know that we are in the presence of God and squarely in tune with
His will when give our whole heart to Him.




Memory Text

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for
the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you
are serving.” (Colossians 3:23-25, NIV)




