Melva's Corner
      ROAD TO RIGHT RELATIONSHIPS
September 18, 2006
(John 20:31) 

Central Truth: There are vulnerable and woundable people who need someone to love them unreservedly — just like you and I do!

Last week we introduced the plan to learn how to treat people more appropriately. And that plan is really simple. We’re going to let Jesus be our coach.
God’s number-one priority is people. To do His main thing, God became “a people” and relocated to live among people. Jesus, who became God in a body, was out there on the people turf. For Jesus, people are job one. For authentic followers of Jesus, people become top priority as well.
The Word says that when Jesus owns us and fills us, we see people in a whole new way. “For Christ’s love compels us” and thus we “should no longer live for [ourselves], but for Him.... So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. We have a new view of people because if “anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!” (II Corinthians 5:14-17) The old view of people is gone! The new view of people has come. And since we are “Christ’s ambassadors, God is making His appeal through us.” (II Corinthians 5:20) 
So God, who is in the people business, has also called us to people-centered living. The most godlike thing we can do is to treat people like Jesus did.

The way Jesus put it, our love for God is expressed, not in pews, pulpits, and stained-glass tones, but in relationships with people — in the way you and I get along with him, her, and them. If being with God on Sunday doesn’t make us better at being with people on Monday, then we’ve missed the point. Real Christianity shines in right relationships. 
The grist of Christianity is ground out in the mill of marriages, friendships, partnerships, neighborhoods, communities, property lines, and sales contracts. Or to simplify it, if we really love God, the first ones to benefit will be family, friends, and neighbors
Hmm. That complicates things a bit, especially when you think about our neighbors! Grumpy ones. Mean ones. Lazy ones and so on.
We come into the world in families. Then we must fit into society, schools, and other organizations. We must interact with others for success to come to us in any personally effective way. 
What does all this mean? It means that not merely your success, but also your personal fulfillment — maybe even your survival — depend on your ability to manage and nurture healthy relationships.
But it sure is hard for us to get along with each other. Linus, the Peanuts comic strip character, said it for all of us: “I love the world. It’s people I can’t stand.” 

Doing right by people should be the Christian’s forte. Isn’t our mission the same as Jesus’ mission? Touching people? Didn’t John say, “For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen”? (I John 4:20)
As believers, we need to help each other remember our new identity and to encourage each other to live passionately as members of God's Kingdom of light (Hebrews 3:12-14). In this world, we may feel like strangers and exiles, but we are actually God's holy and special people called to live a life based on love.
So we come to an important personal question: How are your relationships? Think for just a minute about the people in your world. Some are in your life by choice: your mate, your best friend, perhaps a business associate. Others you inherited by chance: your relatives, your next-door neighbor, maybe your boss. But no matter how you became connected with them, they all have one thing in common:
They are vulnerable and woundable people who need someone to love them unreservedly — just like you and I do!
Could you use a little help in doing right by people? I guess we all could.
So again . . . what’s the plan! 
Simple. Allow the Holy Spirit to paint a picture of Jesus inside us.

Jesus will be our coach. We’re going to learn from Jesus how to treat people! 

Scriptural References:

“These [things] are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name” (John 20:31)
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