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(John 1:14) 

Central Truth: How can we connect with people if we step around the inconvenient times and unpleasant places where they live their lives?
Two weeks ago, we introduced the plan to learn how to treat people more appropriately. And that plan is really simple. We’re going to let Jesus be our coach. Let’s start with Jesus and the Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-17 NLT)
Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard, “Jesus is baptizing and making more disciples than John” (though Jesus Himself didn’t baptize them — His disciples did). So he left Judea to return to Galilee. 
He had to go through Samaria on the way. Eventually He came to the Samaritan village of Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Jacob’s well was there; and Jesus, tired from the long walk, sat wearily beside the well about noontime. Soon a Samaritan woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to her, “Please give me a drink.” He was alone at the time because His disciples had gone into the village to buy food. 
The woman was surprised, for Jews refuse to have anything to do with Samaritans. She said to Jesus, “You are a Jew, and I am a Samaritan woman. Why are you asking me for a drink?” 
Jesus replied, “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who I am, you would ask me, and I would give you living water.”
“But sir, you don’t have a rope or a bucket,” she said, “and this is a very deep well. Where would you get this living water? And besides, are you greater than our ancestor Jacob who gave us this well? How can you offer better water than he and his sons and his cattle enjoyed?” 
Jesus replied, “People soon become thirsty again after drinking this water. But the water I give them takes away thirst altogether. It becomes a perpetual spring within them, giving them eternal life.” 
“Please, sir,” the woman said, “give me some of that water! Then I’ll never be thirsty again, and I won’t have to come here to haul water.” 
“Go and get your husband,” Jesus told her.
“I don’t have a husband,” the woman replied. Jesus said, “You’re right! You don’t have a husband — for you have had five husbands, and you aren’t even married to the man you’re living with now.”
A Wounded Outsider
If there ever was a woman with a wounded soul, this “outsider of Samaria” was one. She didn’t hide it. She couldn’t hide it. It was too obvious. Possibly her shoulders slumped from both the water jar and the weariness of her pain. Likely her eyes looked tired from ducking condemning glances fired in her direction. Her heart was scarred and calloused from the train of men her life. Her gait was difficult and slow as if each step were a trudge through the thick mud of her past. Perhaps half a dozen kids, each looking like a different daddy, tagged along stair-stepped behind her. 
Maybe Jesus wondered what she was doing there at noon. Most people came in the cool of the morning. Perhaps she came for no other reason than a hot day demanded an extra draw of water. Or more likely, “decent” people didn’t come to the well at noon. They cleared out so they wouldn’t have to rub shoulders with the riffraff. Perhaps, for this woman, being shoved to this hour with the “trash” wasn’t fun, but at least it cut down on the daily barrage of cheap comments and rude stares.
    “Here she comes. They say she’ll sleep with any man. 

    “Her kids are the worst on the street.” 

    “Did you hear that she has a new lover?” 

    “The last one left her.” 

She was a wounded soul, this “outsider.” It was worth a walk in the hot sun to be away from the words that wounded so deeply. 
Bridging Social Chasms
    
As surely as Jesus wondered what brought the woman to the well specifically at noon, she probably wondered what Jesus was doing there at all! One glance told her that He was a Jew. And in Samaria! “What was this Jew guy up to?”
Jews avoided Samaria at all costs. The shortest line from Galilee to Judea ran through Samaria, but most Jews would walk the long way around, adding extra miles on foot, to avoid contact with Samaritans. “Might get contaminated.” “Hard to buy kosher foods.” Discrimination was rampant. 
But Jesus and His disciples deliberately walked smack into the middle of Samaria. He even stopped at a public watering hole-at noon-the hour of the riffraff, no less. He was available, even to this despised Samaritan woman. That’s the way Jesus was. The way He still is! His feet tread the turf of the people He’s trying to touch. 
How can we connect with people if we step around the inconvenient times and unpleasant places where they live their lives? Jesus’ heart for people wouldn’t let Him dodge the unwanted or steer clear of the unpopular. For Him, each person has immense value. So here again in Samaria, Jesus deliberately placed Himself face to face with a person whom, apparently, no one else wanted. The real question for us is very simple: “Would we?”

Let’s learn from Jesus how to treat people! 

Scriptural References:

So the Word became human and lived here on earth among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the only Son of the Father. (John 1:14) 
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