SHORT BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

The Rev. Marvin A. McMickle, Ph.D.

Marvin A. McMickle has been serving the church of Jesus Christ as a pastor, professor
and widely published author for more than 30 years.

Born in Chicago, Illinois in 1948, Dr. McMickle is a 1970 graduate of Aurora University
in Illinois with a B.A. in Philosophy. He earned a Master of Divinity degree from Union
Theological Seminary in New York City in 1973 and did two additional years of graduate
study at Columbia University in New York. He earned a Doctor of Ministry degree from
Princeton Theological Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey in 1983. He was awarded the
Ph.D. degree from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio in 1998. He was
also awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Divinity by Aurora University in 1990.

He was ordained to the Christian ministry in 1973 at Abyssinian Baptist Church of New
York City where he served as an assistant minister and later as the associate pastor from
1972-1976. He served as the pastor of St. Paul Baptist Church of Montclair, New Jersey
from 1976-1986. During that time he served as President of the New Jersey Council of
Churches (1984-1986) and as a member of the Montclair Board of Education (1982-
1986). He also served two terms as president of the Montclair Branch of the NAACP.
During those years Dr. McMickle served on the adjunct faculty at Princeton Theological
Seminary, New Brunswick Theological Seminary and New York Theological Seminary

Dr. McMickle has served as the Senior Pastor of Antioch Baptist Church in Cleveland,
Ohio since 1987. During that time he led the church in establishing a ministry for people
infected with or affected by HIVV/AIDS. This ministry was the first of its kind in the
entire country. The church also offers ministries in the areas of job training, a hunger
center, three AA units, an all-day head start program, a credit union with over $2 million
in assets and a tithing program in which the congregation tithes out to the community
10% of its annual income every year. He has also served as president of both the NAACP
and the Urban League in Cleveland, as well as serving as president of the Shaker Heights
Board of Education and as president of the Karamu House Performing Arts Center.

Dr. McMiickle is the Professor of Homiletics at Ashland Theological Seminary in
Ashland, Ohio where he has served on the full-time faculty since 1996. He is the author
of eight books, with three more coming out in 2008. He has also authored dozens of
articles that regularly appear in professional journals and magazines. He is a Contributing
Editor for The Living Pulpit. He is a featured writer for the National Baptist Voice, the
quarterly journal of the National Baptist Convention USA, Inc. His sermons and essays
regularly appear in Preaching magazine and in The African American Pulpit. In the
winter semester of 2009 he will be a Visiting Professor at Yale University Divinity
School.

Dr. McMickle has been married to Peggy Lorraine Noble since 1975 and they have one
son, Aaron who is a middle school teacher in New York City.



