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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints



Ready To Give An Answer                 Lesson 19
             The Christian Calling to Share the Faith
Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened."   But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander.   It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 

1 Peter 3:13-18
“Prison does for the Christian what the desert did for the prophet. Call it not prison but the place of retirement. The body is shut in, but all is open to the spirit; it may roam abroad on the way to God. The leg does not feel the chain if the mind is in heaven.”
Tertullian, 220 AD
“Each generation of the church in each setting has the responsibility of communicating the gospel in understandable terms, considering the language and thought-forms of that setting.”
Francis Schaeffer
“Setting him apart as Lord means bowing before him in the adoration of praise. A praising heart is immune to the fear of other people. Fear of another sort takes possession of our hearts and minds; a fear that does not flee in terror, but draws near in awe and worship.”

Edmund Clowney
Introduction

Beginning a new section – suffering as a Christian



Suffering offers opportunities for witness to the grace and mercy of God like no other

Peter, the writer, may have written this section through tears:

Matt 26:69 Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. 




"You also were with Jesus of Galilee," she said. 

70 
But he denied it before them all. "I don't know what you're talking about," he said. 

71 
Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, 


"This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth." 

72 
He denied it again, with an oath: "I don't know the man!" 

73 
After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, 




"Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away." 

74 
Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, "I don't know the man!" 

Immediately a rooster crowed.
Luke 22:61 The Lord turned and looked straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered

the word the Lord had spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me three times."  
62 
And he went outside and wept bitterly.
Luke 22:31
"Simon , Simon , Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. 

32 
But I have prayed for you, Simon , that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers."

John 21:17
The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" 



He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you."   Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.

What Peter has learned: Suffering is NOT the opposite of blessing
Matt 5:
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you 

because of me. 

12 
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Do we share our faith?    Are we ready, willing, able to give an answer for the hope that is in us?     Why not?
I.
A godly life is the platform from which we speak
13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good? 

14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. "Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened."

A.
The assurance of our ultimate security is a powerful defense



1.
the ‘general’ rule still applies



2.
the ‘absolute’ rule always applies

Rom 8:31
What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us?

Isa 50:7-9

7 
Because the Sovereign LORD helps me, I will not be disgraced. Therefore have I set my face like flint, 

and I know I will not be put to shame. 

8 
He who vindicates me is near. Who then will bring charges against me? Let us face each other! 

Who is my accuser? Let him confront me! 

9 
It is the Sovereign LORD who helps me. Who is he that will condemn me? They will all wear out like a garment;

the moths will eat them up.

Ps 56:1-4

1
Be merciful to me, O God, for men hotly pursue me; all day long they press their attack. 

2 
My slanderers pursue me all day long; many are attacking me in their pride. 

3 
When I am afraid, I will trust in you. 

4 
In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I will not be afraid. What can mortal man do to me?

Phil 1:21
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.

B.
When suffering comes, our focus is the difference
-  The secret of boldness – 

Isa 8:12-13

12
….do not fear what they fear, and do not dread it. 

13 
The LORD Almighty is the one you are to regard as holy, he is the one you are to fear, he is the one you are to dread, 
II.
A consistent life is the validation that we believe what we speak is true

16  
keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be 
ashamed of their slander.   
17 
 It is better, if it is God's will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.

A.
Bold words will not honor the Lord unless they are supported by a life resulting in a clear conscience

(Paul) Acts 24:16
So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.

B.
Bold words will not honor the Lord unless they are supported by a life of consistent good conduct
1 Peter 2:12
Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 



they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us.
III.
A bold witness is the expression of a devoted believer

1 Peter 3:15
But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect,

A.
The greatest obstacle has been cleared away

Matt 10:28-39

28 
Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul….

29 
Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father. 

30 
And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 
31 
So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

32 
"Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 

39 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.

B.
The elements of Christian witness

1.
It is a desire of the heart

like falling in love
John 7:37
…Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.  
38 

He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water." 
NKJV


2.
It is an act of will

John 14:15 
If you love me, you will obey what I command.



3.
It is prompted by awareness

Acts 17:16
While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was full of idols.



4.
It is an exercise of mind

Acts 17:17
So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the God-fearing Greeks, 





as well as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there.


5.
It is the result of ‘alien’ living

(1 Peter 2:11-12)
Phil 2:15-16

15 
so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe 
16 
as you hold out the word of life


6.
It is an expression of hope
Heb 10:23
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.

Heb 11:1
Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.



7.
It is given in humility

2 Tim 2:25-26

25 
Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 

26 
and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

D.
What do we do with good news

2 Kings 7:3-9

Christians should respond correctly to opposition to ourselves and the gospel.


Arrogance should be replaced with humility


Timidity should be replaced with a devotion and reverence for Christ as Lord which transplants fear
Christians should know and understand the elements of the gospel and be able to articulate them in an appropriate manner.

Man’s hopeless separation from God because sin and his (or her) helplessness to correct it


The divine Christ’s atoning sacrifice on the cross, substituting for us


God’s acceptance and validation of Jesus’ sacrifice by raising him from the dead


God’s conditions for salvation of repentance and faith (the 2 necessary elements of belief)

Statements Christians often hear:

There can’t be only one religion
__________________________________________________________________________________________
There can’t be a good God because look at all the unjust suffering.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Christianity restricts freedom.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
You can’t take the Bible literally.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
A loving God would never send people to hell.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Science has disproved Christianity.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
TNBS Questions                                               Preparation for week 20
Read: 1 Peter 3:18-22
1.
List 3 truths from 3:18 concerning Christ’s death.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Paraphrase 3:18 in a way that presents the gospel to your unbelieving neighbor who has asked you to 
“give a reason for the hope that you have.”

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Read Heb 9:28 with 1 Pet 3:18 and respond to this statement: Christ died for all, therefore everyone will be saved.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Who might the “spirits in prison” be to whom Christ preached after the crucifixion? 


See: Gen 6:1-8; 2 Peter  2:4-5; Jude 6 for help

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Read Genesis 6:9-22

Briefly (or whatever you can put on 2 lines) declare in your own words “The Sermon of the Ark”.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
Read 1 Peter 3:20-21 with Romans 6:3-5; 10:9-13

What is the comparison that Peter makes?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
What kind of “baptism” is it that saves?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8
How does “the pledge of a good conscience toward God” give us insight into Peter’s true meaning?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
Read 1 Peter 3:22 with Ephesians 1:19-21

List 4 things that are now true of Jesus subsequent to his resurrection.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
How is this encouraging to those enduring unjust suffering?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5

