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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints



The Great Triumph of Unjust Suffering    Lesson 20
             The example we look to when enduring our own
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. 
He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also he went

and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently 
in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, 

were saved through water, and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also — 
not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. 
It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven 
and is at God's right hand — with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

1 Peter 3:18-22
 “If the most terrifying news in the world is that we have fallen under 

the condemnation of our creator and that he is bound by his own righteous 

character to preserve the worth of his glory by pouring out his wrath on our sin, 

then the best news in all the world (the gospel) is that God has 

decreed a way of salvation which also upholds the worth of his glory. 

He has given his Son to die for sinners and to conquer their death by his own resurrection.”
John Piper, on 1 Peter 3:18
“A wonderful text is this, and a more obscure passage perhaps than any other in 
the New Testament, so that I do not know for a certainty just what Peter means.”

Martin Luther, on 1 Peter 3:19
Introduction



Christ, the perfectly righteous, substituted for us, the utterly depraved. 
Did it ‘just happen’, and God used it for good?   No,  God is sovereign, the ‘primary cause’. 









Man is responsible and accountable.
God had a glorious purpose and it was triumphant. Christians are to take heart; so shall our unjust suffering be.
I.
Death – the just consequence of sin
1 Peter 3:18  For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He might bring us to God, 
Gen 2:17
but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 






for when you eat of it you will surely die.

Rom 5:12
Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, 





and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned—

Rom 6:23
For the wages of sin is death,


A.
Jesus’ death was undeserved

Luke 23:15
(Pilate) ….as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death.

Matt 27:19
(Pilate’s wife)…."Don't have anything to do with that innocent man, 

Luke 23:47
(The centurion at the cross)… "Surely this was a righteous man."

B.
Jesus’ death was unrepeatable

Hebrews 9:25 – 28

25 
Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again,

26
But now he has appeared once for all

27 
Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 

28 
so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of many people;

Rom 6:10
The death he died, he died to sin once for all

The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Vatican Council II

“Instruction on the Worship of the Eucharistic Mystery”
“Hence the Mass, the Lord’s Supper, is at the same time and inseparably: a sacrifice in which the sacrifice of the cross is perpetuated …

For in it Christ perpetuates in an unbloody manner the sacrifice offered on the cross, offering himself to the Father for the world’s salvation through the ministry of the priests”

The Protestant response: 

When John Calvin was asked why he separated from the church when the prophets remained in apostate Israel:

“The prophets never participated in an act of worship that was sacrilegious.”

Institutes of the Christian Religion; Vol IV, 2:9


C.
Jesus’ death was purposeful  -  in order that He might bring us to God
Matt 27:50-51

50 
And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 

51 
At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom.

Heb 4:16
Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.

Heb 10:19-22

19 
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 

20 
by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 

21 
and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 

22 
let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, ….
II.
Between Death and Resurrection? – 3 days of triumphant proclamation

1 Peter 3:18-20

18
…He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, 
18
…having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit;
    NASB;  ESV
19 
through whom also he went and preached to the spirits in prison 
19 
…in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison,    NASB;  ESV
20 
who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built….

A.
Four Classic Lines of Interpretations



1.
The Spirit of Jesus was preaching through Noah while the ark was being built   – Augustine
1 Peter 1:11
(the prophets) …seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.



2.
Jesus went to preach to the wicked contemporaries of Noah now in Hades            - Origen


3.
After the resurrection Jesus proclaimed his victory to the fallen angels



4.
In the 3 day interval Jesus went to the confined fallen angels to proclaim his victory


Where did he go?

Whom did he address?


What did he say?
poreuomai, "to go on one's way, to proceed from one place to another"
kerusso,  signifies "to be a herald," or, in general, "to proclaim," In 1 Peter 3:19 the probable reference is, not to glad tidings 

euangelizo,  (the word NOT used in 1 Peter 3:19) is almost always used of "the good news" concerning the Son 
of God as proclaimed in the gospel

pneumasin  “spirits” is never used to refer to human spirits unless it is accompanied by a qualifier



e.g.  “the spirits of righteous men made perfect” Hebrews 12:23


B.
Compelling Scriptural support for door number 4
2 Peter 2:4-5

4 
For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to hell, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment; 

5 
if he did not spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others;

Jude 6
And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home — 


these he has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.

Col 2:14-15

14 
having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 

15 
And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross.

The Apostle’s Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Maker of heaven and earth,
    and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord:
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
    was crucified, dead, and buried;
He descended into hell.
The third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
    from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost;
    the holy catholic church;
    the communion of saints;
    the forgiveness of sins;
    the resurrection of the body;
    and the life everlasting.
Amen.

III.
The Baptism that saves
1 Peter 3:20-21
20
…In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, 
21 
and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also — not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 


A.
The picture

21a 
And corresponding to that, baptism now saves you

NASB

21a 
There is also an antitype which now saves us — baptism

NKJV

21a
(That, by the way, is what baptism pictures for us: In baptism we show that we have been saved from death and doom by the resurrection of Christ



TLB

“Peter here uses Baptism to refer to a figurative immersion into Christ as the ark of safety that will sail over the holocaust of judgment on the wicked”








John MacArthur

B.
The parenthesis

21b
not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God.
“(The waters of baptism) do not save by washing away dirt from the body. Rather, undergoing the rite of baptism is a sign that you have appealed to God for deliverance before His judgment comes and is effective if you have done this in good conscience trusting in the resurrected Jesus Christ”








Angus MacLeay

C.
The process

21c
It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

D.
The proof

Rom 6:3-5

3 
Or don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

4 
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, 



just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.

5 
If we have been united with him like this in his death, 






we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.
Salvation is never by water, only by blood, and that only as a synonym for death:
Col 1:20
and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, 



by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

Heb 9:22
In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, 






and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.

1 John 1:7
But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, 




and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.
III.
The ultimate triumph of unjust suffering
1 Peter 3:22
who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand — 







with angels, authorities and powers in submission to him.

Rom 8:17
Now if we are children, then we are heirs — heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, 



if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 

Rev 6:9-11

9 
When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. 

10 
They called out in a loud voice, "How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?" 

11 
Then each of them was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was completed.
Applications:
1.
In the midst of suffering we must get our eyes off ourselves and our circumstances and onto Christ and his triumph.
2.
Peter reminds us that we need to preach the gospel to ourselves every day.
TNBS Questions                                               Preparation for week 21
Read: 1 Peter 4:1-6
1.
To what verse in our previous study does the “therefore” in 4:1 refer?  How does it connect?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.
Describe Christ’s “attitude” in his suffering. See Philippians 2:1-11 for help.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
What does it mean to be “done with sin” (or “ceased from sin” in other versions) ?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
What sort of opposition were these Christians facing?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Why do you think the pressure to join in was so strong?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
How is the example of Jesus supposed to be a model for us in these circumstances?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Who are the people referred to in verse 5 and how does this encourage you?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
In verse 6, who are the “dead” to whom the gospel was preached? Why do you think so?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9
Peter gives 2 reasons for why the gospel is preached (vs 6). What are they and how is this encouraging?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
How is the cross to be both the gateway to the Christian life and the pathway in it?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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