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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints



Dying to Sin ; Living to God                 Lesson 21
             The Freedom to Live a New Life
Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin. As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do — living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you. But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.

1 Peter 4:1-6
 “Those who have been given new life through Christ will look with fear 

and revulsion at the life-style that once swept them along with the crowd. 

Equally, those living in the licentious fast lane will look with scorn 

and contempt at the pious life of the ‘born-again’ Christian.”
Edmund Clowney

Introduction
It is the duty of soldiers to prepare for battle and be willing to die
Peter’s “suffering”,  difficulty or death ?


pascho, "to suffer," is used (I) of the "sufferings" of Christ (a) at the hands of men, e. g., Matt 16:21; 17:12; 1 Peter 2:23; 
(b) in His expiatory and vicarious sacrifice for sin, Heb 9:26; 13:12; 1 Peter 2:21; 3:18; 4:1; 
in identification with Christ in His crucifixion, as the spiritual ideal to be realized, 1 Peter 4:1;

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)
I.
An Attitude to be Embraced
1 Peter 4:1
Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, 



because he who has suffered in his body is done with sin.


A.
Again to our example

1 Peter 2:21
Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

1 Peter 3:18
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous,…
Gal 3:13
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us…
Rom 8:3
For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, 




God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering.

2 Cor 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.

B.
Putting on the “whole” armor

“arm yourselves also with the same attitude”
Eph 6:13-17

13
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

14 
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 
15 
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 
16 
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
17 
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Eph 4:23
be made new in the attitude of your minds

Phil 2:5

Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus



1.
The cross that Jesus bore



2.
Are we to bear the same?

Luke 9:23-24

23 
Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 24 
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.
Matt 10:38-39

38 
and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
39 
Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.
II.
Our Commitment is to the will of God
1 Peter 4:2
As a result, he does not live the rest of his earthly life for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God.

A.
Living by thinking rather than lusting

Rom 12:2
Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is — his good, pleasing and perfect will.

B.
Living by commitment rather than feeling

Rom 6:8-12

8 
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

9 
For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 

10 
The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

11 
In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

12 
Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires.
2 Cor 5:15
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and 


was raised again. 

III.
Our change of direction should be complete
1 Peter 4:3-5

3 
For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do — living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 
4 
They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of dissipation, and they heap abuse on you. 
5 
But they will have to give account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.

A.
Enough is enough

B.
The sinful hatred of differences


C.
When justice is perfectly served

IV.
Our hope is for an eternal, sinless life

1 Peter 4:6
For this is the reason the gospel was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to men in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit.

A.
Those who have died are secure


B.
 We have a promise Adam never had
TNBS Questions                                               Preparation for week 22
Read: 1 Peter 4:7-11
1.
Read Matthew 24:37-39; Romans 13:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:2; Revelation 16:15; 22:20
What is Peter’s, and the Bible’s, view of the timing of the return of Christ? Why would he think this should serve as an incentive for certain behaviors?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
According to verse 7, what factors will help us in our praying?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
How might Christians facing persecution or opposition (3:13-4:6) have sinned and how could the church show love in such circumstances?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Why might Peter have seen a need to encourage the exercise of hospitality without grumbling?

______________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
What does it mean to be a steward and what does it mean to faithfully administer God’s grace? (see Luke 12:41-48)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
How does Peter see God’s grace being administered to other believers?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
What is the ultimate goal of exercising spiritual gifts within the church family?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
How should our understanding of the gospel and anticipation of the final day affect our prayer life?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
How does failing to be self-controlled and clear-minded reveal itself in our prayer life?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
How can you encourage others to be more prepared to use their spiritual gifts?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
What do you see as your gifts and how are you using them?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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