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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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The Boy and His Parents                                       Lesson 1
  Divine Revelation 
Luke 2: 41 - 52
I.
Introduction
A. Christianity Defined
B. The Doctrine of Jesus

1 John 5:11-12

11 
And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 



12 
He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

John 1:4
In him was life, and that life was the light of men.
II.
The First Confrontation  -  A Divine Child and His Parents

A.
Traveling to the Feast
41 Every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the Passover. 

Every male was originally expected to appear at the Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles 
Ex 23:14-17

14 
"Three times a year you are to celebrate a festival to me. 

15 
"Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days eat bread made without yeast, as I commanded you. Do this at the appointed time in the month of Abib, for in that month you came out of Egypt. "No one is to appear before me empty-handed. 

16 
"Celebrate the Feast of Harvest with the firstfruits of the crops you sow in your field.

"Celebrate the Feast of Ingathering at the end of the year, when you gather in your crops from the field. 

17
Three times a year all the men are to appear before the Sovereign LORD. 
Ex 34:23-24

23 
Three times a year all your men are to appear before the Sovereign LORD, the God of Israel. 
24 
I will drive out nations before you and enlarge your territory, and no one will covet your land when you go up three times each year to appear before the LORD your God.

Deut 16:16-17

16 
Three times a year all your men must appear before the LORD your God at the place he will choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear before the LORD empty-handed: 
17 
Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has blessed you.
But the Dispersion rendered that impossible. But pious Palestinian Jews made a point of going at least to the Passover. Mary went with Joseph though not required by law to do so, as did Hannah in her time (1 Sam 1:7)

B.
Participation in the Feast
42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the Feast, according to the custom.
At the age of twelve every Jewish boy was called 'a son of the law;' being then put under a course of instruction, and trained to fasting and attendance on public worship, besides being set to learn a trade. About this age the young of both sexes have been in use to appear before the bishop for confirmation, where this rite is practiced; and at this age, in Scotland, they were regarded as examinable by the minister for the first time - so uniform has been the view of the Church, both Jewish and Christian, that about the age of twelve the mind is capable of a higher discipline than before. 

Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown Commentary, 1997
Stages of Cognitive Development. Jean Piaget identified four stages in cognitive development: 

1. Sensorimotor stage (Infancy – 2 years). In this period (which has 6 stages), intelligence is demonstrated through motor activity without the use of symbols. Knowledge of the world is limited (but developing) because it is based on physical interactions / experiences. Children acquire object permanence at about 7 months of age (memory). Physical development (mobility) allows the child to begin developing new intellectual abilities. Some language abilities are developed at the end of this stage. 

2. Pre-operational stage (Toddler and Early Childhood; 2 – 7 yrs). In this period (which has two substages), intelligence is demonstrated through the use of symbols, language use matures, and memory and imagination are developed, but thinking is done in a nonlogical, nonreversable manner.      Egocentric thinking predominates 

3. Concrete operational stage (Elementary and early adolescence; 7 – 11yrs). In this stage intelligence is demonstrated through logical and systematic manipulation of symbols related to concrete objects. Operational thinking develops (mental actions that are reversible). Egocentric thought diminishes. 

4. Formal operational stage (Adolescence and adulthood; 11 to 12 and up). In this stage, intelligence is demonstrated through the logical use of symbols related to abstract concepts.                                      Early in the period there is a return to egocentric thought. Only 35% of high school graduates in industrialized countries obtain formal operations; many people do not think formally during adulthood. 

C.
How do you lose God?

43 
After the Feast was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 

Maybe after the 2 chief days when many left for home, but more probably, after the full 7 days of the feast
Jesus stayed ;  “an involuntary preoccupation”  F.F. Bruce


44 
Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends.
The women left first and traveled slower, probably because of children and dinner preparations.

The men came along later, traveling faster.

45 
When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 

D.
When you find much more than you thought you lost

46 
After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 

Later, the Jewish leaders would ask stupid questions about the heavenly relationship of a woman and her 7 earthly husbands (Mk 12)
Jesus would ask questions about how David’s son could be Lord of all.

Mark 12:34b
And from then on no one dared ask him any more questions.

47 
Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.
Ps 119:99-100

99 I have more insight than all my teachers, for I meditate on your statutes. 

100 I have more understanding than the elders, for I obey your precepts.
48 
When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you." 

49 
"Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?"
49 
And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?"

E.
The Great Transition

“My Father”
John 1:12-13

12 
Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 

13 
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.

Matt 6:9
“Our Father in heaven, ….”

Rom 8:15-16

15 
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you received the Spirit of 
sonship. 
And by him we cry, "Abba,  Father." 

16 
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God's children.
“My Father’s Business”

Mark 10:45
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom 

for many."

John 4:34
"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.”
50 
But they did not understand what he was saying to them. 


What should they have understood?

Mary – Luke 1:26-38

Joseph – Matthew 1:18-25;  2:13-15,  19-23
The Child – 

2 Cor 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the 



righteousness of God.

Heb 4:15
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, 
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet was without sin.
51 
Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all 

these things in her heart. 
The first recorded demonstration of Jesus perfect humility 

Heb 5:7-10
8 
Although he was a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 
9 
and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who obey him 

52 
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.
II.
Our Confrontation with the Truth

A.
Are you faithful to participate in the prescribed ordinances of God?  Why  or  why not?

B.
Is God your Father?  What difference does that make in what you desire, love, do, hate?


C.
In difficult circumstances, do you find yourself asking “why?”, having lost sight of God’s 


involvement, care, and provision in your life?

D.
How does your life demonstrate an attitude of complete submission to God and to others?
TNBS Study Questions - Lesson 1                                  
Preparation for week 2

Our lesson for this week will focus our attention on Jesus statement, 

“Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business?" Luke 2:49 KJV; NKJV
The first question is, if we have the same father, and we are sent to do the same work, to complete what Jesus started, then is “His Father’s business” the same as “Our Father’s business” and are we then obligated to be about it?
1.
Read John 1:12-13; 3:3-8; Romans 8:14-16

Do we claim the same Father Jesus did?  How? or why not?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. 
Read Mark 10:45; Luke 19:10
If Jesus was committed to being about his Father’s business, what was it he was doing?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Read John 9:4;  17:18;  20:21

What exactly is “the Father’s business” ? and who else should be committed to it ?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Paraphrase (state in your own words) Jesus’ instructions to us in Matthew 28:19-20

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Read  Matthew 16:16-18; Romans 8:28-30; Ephesians 1:11; Revelation 5:9-10

What is it about doing the Father’s “business” that absolutely guarantees its success?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
Read Acts 20:22-24
Many would argue that the primary consideration before launching off on some enterprise for God is that of safety. How would Paul respond to that argument?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
Read Colossians 1:24
What is lacking in the afflictions, death, and resurrection of Christ?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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