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The Baptism of Jesus                                       Lesson 3 
Matthew 3:13-17
13 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 

14 
But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 

15 
Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." 


Then John consented. 

16 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him. 

17 
And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased."
I.
Background

A.
John the Baptist



1.
The Prophesied forerunner

Mal 3:1
"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord 


you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will 


come," says the LORD Almighty. 

Mal 4:5-6

5 
"See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the LORD comes. 
6 
He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers; 
or else I will come and strike the land with a curse."

Isa 40:3
A voice of one calling: "In the desert prepare the way for the LORD ; 



make straight in the wilderness a highway for our God.

Matt 3:3
This is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 



"A voice of one calling in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.'

Matt 11:10
This is the one about whom it is written: "'I will send my messenger ahead of you, 



who will prepare your way before you.'

Matt 11:14
And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come.


2.
A Miraculous Birth

Luke 1:5, 7, 13
5 
In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 
division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.

7 
But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years

13a 
But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. 


Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son …


3.
Named by God himself

13b
…and you are to give him the name John


4.
Filled with the Holy Spirit from birth
Luke 1:15
for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, 


and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth.


5.
Tremendous Influence and success

Luke 1:16-17

16 
Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 
17 
And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous — to make ready a people prepared 
for the Lord."



6.
Jesus declared him to be the greatest man who ever lived up to that time

Matt 11:11
I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John 


the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 


B.
The Relationship of Jesus and John



1.
They were related

Luke 1:36
Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, …



2.
Elizabeth knew Jesus was the messiah

Luke 1:43
But why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?


3.
God confirmed to John what his mother had probably already told him

John 1:32-33

32 
Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him. 33 
I would not have known him, except that the one who sent me to baptize with water told me, 'The man 
on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is he who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.

II.
The Humility of the two greatest men

A.
John
But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" Matt 3:14


1.
Ps 51:5
Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 



2.
Isa 64:6
All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts 





are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins 





sweep us away.

B.
Jesus
Matt 3:15
Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 





righteousness."


1.
The Principle 
– Philippians 2:6-11



2.
The Application 
– Philippians 2:5, 12-15



III.
The Baptism

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John  Matt 3:13

1.
When He came
When the time was right according to scripture

2.
Why He came


a.
to give us an example of obedience to follow



b.
to identify with the sinners for whom he would die 




…and was numbered with the transgressors. Isa 53:12 




"What do you think, Simon?" he asked. "From whom do the kings of the earth 




collect duty and taxes — from their own sons or from others?" Matt 17:25
He who had no sin identified with us who have no righteousness
For what the law was powerless to do in that it was weakened by the sinful nature, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful man to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in sinful man,                Rom 8:3
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 2 Cor 5:21


3.
How He came



1.
humbly
… to fulfill all righteousness


2.
publicly
When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. Luke 3:21



3.
alone

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by 





John in the Jordan.   Mark 1:9
God will answer all our questions in one way and one way only--namely, by showing us more of his Son.

Watchman Nee
TNBS Study Questions - Lesson 3                                 
Preparation for week 4
Read Matthew 4:1-11;  Luke 4:1-13

1. As you reflect on the events at the end of Matthew 3, what do you suppose was the high point of Jesus’ life so far?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What might this teach us as to when we can expect temptation to be most likely and when to be most on guard?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did Jesus end up in the wilderness?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. How do you reconcile that with James 1:13-15?   What does God do?  What does Satan do?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. How would being in the wilderness be an advantage to Jesus?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. How would being in the wilderness be an advantage to Satan?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. In Mat 4:3 substitute the word ‘since’ for the word ‘if’. (it’s OK. the Greek word is the same)
What was Satan trying to get Jesus to do?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Why didn’t Jesus do it?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Read Matthew 4:5-6;  Psalm 91, paying special attention to verse 2.

What is the theme of Ps. 91? __________________________________________________________________________

How does Satan misuse verses 11 and 12? _______________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. What does this teach us about the quoting, interpretation, and use of scripture? _______________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Matthew 4:8-11; John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Cor 4:4; 1 John 5:19
11. Did Satan have the authority to follow through on his offer to Jesus? _______________________________________

Read Luke 4:13
12. What does this verse teach us to expect even after the experience of victory over temptation?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Hebrews 2:18;  4:15

13. How do these verses impact your relationship with Jesus?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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