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Jesus and Satan                                              Lesson 4 
A Battle of Wills in the Desert
Matthew 4:1-11;  Luke 4:1-13
(When the Freedom of Mankind Hung in the Balance)
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,
but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are — yet was without sin.
Heb 4:15

How do you turn vision into reality?

Bribery?  Sensation?   Coercion?
I.
Introduction

A.
God’s Preparation of His Children:
Testing



1.
Often after the thrill of victory or a “mountain top” experience

Mark 1:12
And immediately the Spirit impelled Him to go out into the wilderness.
NASB
1 Cor 10:12
Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

NASB


2.
Often just before a time vital ministry

“It is unlikely that God can use a man greatly until he has hurt him deeply.”  A.W. Tozer

B.
God’s Leading of His Children


1.
By the Spirit



Rom 8:14
because those who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 


2.
For testing

TEMPT

peirazo NT:3985 signifies (1) "to try, attempt, assay" (see TRY); (2) "to test, try, prove," in a good sense, said of Christ and of believers, Heb 2:18, where the context shows that the temptation was the cause of suffering to Him, and only suffering, not a drawing away to sin, so that believers have the sympathy of Christ as their High Priest in the suffering which sin occasions to those who are in the enjoyment of communion with God; so in the similar passage in 4:15; in all the temptations which Christ endured, there was nothing within Him that answered to sin. There was no sinful infirmity in Him.

in a bad sense, "to tempt" (a) of attempts to ensnare Christ in His speech, e. g., Matt 16:1; 19:3; 22:18,35, and parallel passages; John 8:6; (b) of temptations to sin, e. g., Gal 6:1, where one who would restore an erring brother is not to act as his judge, but as being one with him in liability to sin, with the possibility of finding himself in similar circumstances, James 1:13,14 (see note below); of temptations mentioned as coming from the Devil, Matt 4:1; and parallel passages; 1 Cor 7:5; 1 Thess 3:5 



(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)

C.
Where the story came from
Matt 4:1 
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil. 
Luke 4:1-2
Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert,  


where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.
II.
The Four Temptations of Jesus





Matthew 4:3-11

A.
Doubt God’s Love – Gratify Yourself
(satisfaction without suffering)
Miracles!

Matt 4:3       tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."


1.
How old is this?!

Gen 3:6
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food …  NASB
1 John 2:16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh …


2,
Shortcuts to faith?  Hardly

John 12:37
But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him; 



3.
The answer

Matt 4:4
Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 


from the mouth of God.   (Deut 8:3)
John 4:34
"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.
Matt 6:32
But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added to you.


B.
Test God’s Love – Rule Yourself

(security without sacrifice)

Mystery!
Matt 4:5-6

5 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 
6 
"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written:  "'He will command his 
angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.



1.
Same ol’ deceit
Gen 3:6
When the woman saw that the tree was … desirable to make one wise,
1 John 2:16
For all that is in the world, … the boastful pride of life



2.
The answer

Matt 4:7     Jesus said to him, "On the other hand, it is written, 'You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'














       (Deut 6:16)

C.
Spurn God’s Love – Exalt Yourself
(supremacy without surrender)
Authority!
Matt 4:8-9

8 
Again, the devil took Him to a very high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; 

9 
and he said to Him, "All these things will I give You, if You fall down and worship me."


1.
Exactly what he was promised

Ps 2:8
         Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Thy possession. 

Gen 3:6
When the woman saw that the tree was … a delight to the eyes,
1 John 2:16
For all that is in the world, … the lust of the eyes


2.
The answer:

Matt 4:10
Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'













           (Deut  6:13)

D.
Enforce God’s Love – Isolate Yourself
(service without sonship)

Coercion

Gen 3:14-15
14
So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this,

15 
.....he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel."
III.
Why we are still fighting the battle
Matt 4:11
Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

Luke 4:13
When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 

God’s restraint creates opportunity for those who oppose him.
`

Heb 2:17-18

17 
For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make atonement for 
the sins of the people. 
18 
Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted.
1.
The battle is in the mind – thoughts, motives, desires, affections
Rom 12:2
And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 



that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.

2.
The battle is never over

Luke 4:13
And when the devil had finished every temptation, he departed from Him until an opportune time

Matt 16:23
"Get behind Me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your mind on 


God's interests, but man's.
Luke 22:44
And being in agony He was praying very fervently; and His sweat became like drops of blood, 


falling down upon the ground.
3.
We are often tempted through our “gifts”
1 Peter 4:11
If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone 



serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be 



praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
4.
God could coerce our obedience. Instead, He grows our righteousness by the freedom He allows us.
James 1:22, 25

22 
Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 
25 
But the man who looks intently into the perfect law that gives freedom, and continues to do this, 

not forgetting what he has heard, but doing it — he will be blessed in what he does.



Long my imprisoned sprit lay, fast bound in sin and nature's night; 



thine eye diffused a quickening ray; I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 


my chains fell off, my heart was free, I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 












Charles Wesley
“A smooth sea never made a skilful mariner; neither do uninterrupted prosperity and success qualify for usefulness and happiness. The storms of adversity, like those of the ocean, rouse the faculties, and excite the inventions, prudence, skill, and fortitude of the voyager. The martyrs of ancient times, in bracing their minds to outward calamities, acquired a loftiness of purpose and moral heroism worth a lifetime of softness and security.”












        Richard Baxter
TNBS Study Questions - Lesson 4                                 
Preparation for week 5
Read John 2:1-11
1.
The town Cana is mentioned only in John’s gospel (2:1, 11, 4:46, 21:2) and each time “in Galilee” is added. 


Why do you suppose that is? ____________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Why is the only personal name mentioned in the story, ‘Jesus’? ________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
John doesn’t say that Mary was invited but she presumes to direct the servants. What does this tell you 
about her probable roll there?  ___________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
The wine ran out. Why would Mary come to Jesus with this problem? What did she expect of him?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
In the English translation, Jesus addresses his mother in verse 4 as “woman”. How do you see this 
address after reading Matt 15:28; Luke 13:12; John 4:21,  8:10,  19:26,  20:15  ?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
When Jesus says “my time has not yet come”, what did he mean?

For help, see: John 7:6, 8, 30; & 8:20 with 12:27; 13:1; 16:32; 17:1

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
If, as most commentators believe, Jesus turned some 120 gallons of water into wine, why would he 
make so much?  What’s the point of that? See if Philippians 4:19 helps you.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
John calls this miracle a “sign” (as he did all the others). Taking a “sign” as something that conveys a 
message, what do you think is the message Jesus was trying to convey here?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9.
If you begin with John 1:19 as ‘day one’, on what day did the first miracle (or sign) occur? __________________________________________________________________________________________

10. 
Name at least 3 things John 2:1-11 reveals to you about Jesus.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
Verse 11 says that by this sign Jesus revealed his glory. How?__________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

12.
It also says that as a result, the disciples put their faith in him. Why?_____________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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