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Jesus and His Mother                                          Lesson 5 
John 2:1-11
In the commonplace catastrophes of ordinary occurrences
there is always opportunity for the joy of Jesus. 
He makes grass grow for the cattle, and plants for man to cultivate — bringing forth food from the earth: 
wine that gladdens the heart of man, oil to make his face shine, and bread that sustains his heart. 

Ps 104:14-15
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, because anyone who serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and approved by men

Rom 14:17-18

When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
John 2:3, 5
Introduction:
The heart of Mary in the Magnificat
I.
Jewish Weddings – what we know


A.
A major community event


B.
Reciprocity was required

II.
The Wedding in Cana of Galilee


A.
Where was it?



B.
Whose was it?


C.
When was it?



D.
How did it impact the social structure?

E.
Why was Jesus invited?



1.
May have been related – certainly at the least, close friends – Nathaniel’s home town

Simon Peter, Thomas (called Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together.   John 21:2  


2.
He was fun to be around




a.
The Bible’s take on “joy”

Ps 32:11
Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, you righteous ones, and shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart.

Ps 16:11
       Thou wilt make known to me the path of life; In Thy presence is fulness of joy; In Thy right hand there are pleasures forever

Gal 5:22-23
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control…



b.
Jesus’ desire for our joy

John 15:11
These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may be in you, and that your joy may be made full.



c.
Those who invited him enjoyed his company and listened to his teachings

“Sepulchral tones may fit a man to be an undertaker, but Lazarus was not called out of his grave by hollow moans … I commend cheerfulness to all who would win souls.”











Charles Hadden Spurgeon
III.
Mary’s recipe for solving problems

A.
Define the problem  - “they have no more wine”



1.
The potential consequences




a.
embarrassment 




b.
litigation




c.
economic



2.
A word about wine

oinos NT:3631 is the general word for "wine." The mention of the bursting of the wineskins, Matt 9:17; 


Mark 2:22; Luke 5:37, implies fermentation. See also Eph 5:18 (cf. John 2:10; 1 Tim 3:8; Titus 2:3).




        Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers
As we read the various things that the Bible has to say about wine, we soon discover that wine was a symbol of joy. 

The rabbis said, “Without wine there is no joy.”








James Montgomery Boice, The Gospel of John; Vol I, 1985/2002

Drunkenness is always condemned in scripture as is everything else done to excess and detrimental to body or spirit. 

B.
Take it to the right person
– 

“Jesus’ mother said to him …”


1.
What she did not do




a.
explosion
-
“It’s your fault!”




b.
implosion
-
“It’s my fault!”



2.
She came to Him first
Why do we not go to Jesus first?




a.
independence
-
I can do it myself




b.
insignificance
-
He’s too busy for me

Ps 18:19
He brought me out into a spacious place; he rescued me because he delighted in me.

Isa 62:5
as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your (my) God rejoice over you (me).

Zeph 3:17
The LORD your (my) God is with you (me), he is mighty to save. He will take great delight in you (me), 



he will quiet you (me) with his love, he will rejoice over you (me) with singing .


3.
What did Mary expect of Jesus?




a.
she remembered the past




b.
she noticed the present




c.
she anticipated the future



4.
Why Jesus responded as He did
-
He would not be manipulated



a.
Culturally, “Woman” is our “Lady”, even “Dear Lady”



b.
His “hour” would come years later


C.
Obey the word of God

-
“Do whatever he tells you.”


1.
And they did – even when it made no sense



2.
Why Jesus acted as He did
-
He had no desire for there to be embarrassment 








or a lack of joy. And it was a great time for a “sign.”



3.
A word about this wine




a.
it was the best




b.
it was abundant
-
too much?   There were also too many loaves and fishes
And my God shall supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus 
Phil 4:19
IV.
A “sign” for all times

This beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee,      John 2:11


A.
The old system is being replaced


B.
“Religion” is empty

“Judaism still existed as a religious system (there were purifications), but it ministered no comfort to the heart. It had degenerated into a cold, mechanical routine, utterly destitute of joy in God. Israel had lost the joy of their espousal.”














        Arthur Pink


C.
Jesus is our joy
TNBS Study Questions - Lesson 5                                 
Preparation for week 6
Read John 2:13-22, Matthew 21:12-17; Mark 11:15-18; Luke 19:45-46
1.
Does the account in John and the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke) describe the same event? Explain.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
John 2:13 says that Jesus went up to Jerusalem for Passover. Why?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Do you think selling animals and changing money during the Passover was appropriate? Why or why not?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Apparently the traders were conducting business within the temple precincts. Why would this be a problem?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
When Jesus addressed the dove sellers, what was his complaint?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
In John 2:16, why would Jesus use the term “My Father’ rather than “Our Father” which he taught in other places?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.
In verse 18, what exactly are the Jews asking for?

__________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
How does John 2:12-17 relate to Malachi 3:1-3?
__________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
Read John 2:18-22 and Mark 14:55-59


How is Jesus’ statement in verse 19 used against him years later?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10.
It seems that both the Jews and the disciples missed the point of verse 19. What did Jesus mean?


____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
How do the events of John 2:1-11 and 2:13-22 relate to each other, that is teach the same thing?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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