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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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First Passover and False Believers                           Lesson 7 
John 2:23-25
What Jesus Knew About Man’s True Condition
Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast,

many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his name.

But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men.

He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man.
I.
What Jesus Saw 
            [A life and death question  -  Does “belief” always mean “saving belief” ?]

A.
What does a “professing” believer look like?



1.
Matthew 13:24-30



2.
Acts 8:9-23



3.
Matthew 10:1-4

Acts 1:17
Peter … said …he (Judas) was one of our number and shared in this ministry.

John 6:66
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.

1 John 2:19
They went out from us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, 


they would have remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.


B.
How does Jesus respond to true belief ?


1.
John 14:12-21



2.
John 6:35
 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will 





never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty.



3,
John 10:14-15
"I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 


           just as the Father knows me and I know the Father — and I lay down my life for the sheep



4.
John 12:46
I have come into the world as a light, so that no one who believes in me 





should stay in darkness.


5.
Heb 13:5
For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."

How did you come to Christ?
I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes

Rom 1:16

II.
What Jesus Knew


A.
About man’s depravity


1.
His inclinations
(his bent)

Gen 6:5

The LORD saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination 



of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time.

Gen 8:21
The LORD smelled the pleasing aroma and said in his heart: "Never again will I curse the 



ground because of man, even though every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.


2.
His understanding

1 Cor 2:14
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they 



are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned



3.
His will
Rom 8:6-8

6 
The mind of sinful man is death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; 

7 
the sinful mind is hostile to God. It does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so. 

8 
Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.

John 3:19-20

19 
This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds 
were evil. 

20 
Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.


4.
His nature

Ps 51:5

Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

Ps 58:3

Even from birth the wicked go astray; from the womb they are wayward and speak lies.

Rom 3:10-12

10 

As it is written: "There is no one righteous, not even one; 

11 

there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 

12 

All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."



5.
His slavery

John 8:34
Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.

Rom 6:6
For we know that our old self was crucified with him …, that we should no longer be slaves to sin


B.
About Satan’s activity
2 Cor 4:4
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 



gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.


C.
About God’s Sovereignty

John 6:44, 65

44 
"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him
65
He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him.
How then can anyone be saved?


He did not need man's testimony about man, for he knew what was in a man. John 2:25

Now there was a man ….
John 3:1
TNBS Study Questions - Lesson 7                                
Preparation for week 8
Read John 3:1-21

1.
How does John 2:23-25 relate to 3:1-15 ?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Look at 2:23 and 3:2.  Is it possible to know the truth about Jesus and not belong to him? How?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3.
Why did Nicodemus come to Jesus? What was troubling him?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
Why did he come at night?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Ephesians 2:4-5;  2 Corinthians 5:17;  1 Peter 1:3; 1 John 2:29

5.
What does it mean to be “born again”?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read Romans 7:18; 8:5-9 in a literal translation, ie., King James, New King James; New American Std; ESV, etc.

6.
What do you think is meant by “the flesh”?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
In John 3:6-8 who controls the direction of the wind? What point is Jesus making in relation to the Spirit?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8.
What does it mean to “perish” according to :
Matthew 25:41 _____________________________________________________________________________

Luke 13:27-28 _____________________________________________________________________________
2 Thessalonians 1:9 _________________________________________________________________________

9.
What does John 3:16 say about ‘how’ people are saved? ______________________________________

10.
In John 3:20, if “Everyone who does evil” is anyone not born again, what decision will we always make?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11.
In verse 21, for those who “live by the truth”, how does the last phrase in the verse say they got there?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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