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Jesus and Nicodemus                                    Lesson 8
John 3:1-21
The Only Way Anyone Will Ever See the Kingdom
Jesus  -  “The wind blows wherever it pleases.

You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going.

So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."  

Nicodemus  -  "How can this be?".

John 3:8-9

I.
What Jesus Knew About Men (all mankind)
  The doctrine of ‘Total Depravity’


A.
All who “believe” are not necessarily “believers”
John 2:23-25; Mat 13:24-30; Acts 8:9-23; 1 John 2:19

B.
Mankind is depraved beyond cure   Jer 17:9



1.
In his inclinations

Gen 6:5; 8:21



2.
In his understanding

1 Cor 2:14



3.
In his will


Rom 8:6-8



4.
In his nature


Rom 3:10-12



5.
In his slavery


John 8:34

II.
What Men Do to Try and Enter the Kingdom

A.
Become Pharisees
“…all their lives observing every detail of the scribal law”   Barclay





God can be found in religion


B.
Become Scholars
‘Nicodemus’ is Greek for “one who conquers the people”





God can be found in education


C.
Become Politicians
John 3:1  
“…a member of the Jewish ruling council”





God can be found in public service


D.
Become Wealthy
John 19:39   “…a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.”





God can be found in prosperity


E.
Become Good

John 19:38-39 “…Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. 





Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the 





Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body away. 






39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus…”





God can be found in works

III.
What must occur first before salvation, the kingdom, or heaven can be realized

A.
“Born again, from above”


1. defined

gennao NT:1080, "to beget," in the passive voice, "to be born," is chiefly used of men "begetting" children, Matt 1:2-16; more rarely of women "begetting" children, Luke 1:13,57, "brought forth" (for "delivered," in this v., see No. 4); 23:29; John 16:21, "is delivered of," and of the child, "is born" (for "is in travail" see No. 4).

anothen NT:509, "from above," is used of place, (a) with the meaning "from the top," Matt 27:51; Mark 15:38, of the temple veil; in John 19:23, of the garment of Christ, lit., "from the upper parts" (plural); (b) of things which come from heaven, or from God in Heaven, John 3:31; 19:11; James 1:17; 3:15,17. It is also used in the sense of "again." 

(from Vine's Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words, Copyright © 1985, Thomas Nelson Publishers.)



2.
defended
John 1:12-13
12 Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 


children of God— 



13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God

Eph 2:4-5
4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
5 made us alive with Christ 


even when we were dead in transgressions — it is by grace you have been saved.


B.
How does that happen?
John 3:5
Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless 




one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.


1.
Three Interpretations of water – maybe a dual meaning




a.
the water of baptism




b.
the water of birth




c.
the water of the word

Eph 5:26
to make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word,

1 Peter 1:23
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable, 





through the living and enduring word of God


2.
Only one possibility for “Spirit”






“…born of the Spirit”    John 3:8



"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 


So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 



Luke 1:35


C.
Who decides?

"Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you."














Luke 1:28

John 3:8
The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from 

or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit."

What contribution did you make toward your own birth?

How the dead make themselves alive?

The Doctrine of Unconditional Election

Presentation in Scripture

Acts 13:48
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who 


were appointed for eternal life believed.

Rom 8:29-30
For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he 


might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those 


he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

Eph 1:4
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world 

Eph 1:4-5
…In love 5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ

Eph 1:11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works 


out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,

2 Thess 2:13
But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers loved by the Lord, because from the beginning God chose you to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth.

Titus 1:1-2

1:1 
Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ for the faith of God's elect and the knowledge of 
the truth that leads to godliness— 2 a faith and knowledge resting on the hope of eternal life, which 
God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time,

2 Tim 1:8-10
…God, 9 who has saved us and called us to a holy life — not because of anything we have done but because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, 


Illustrated by Paul
Romans 9:11-24

Necessitated by Total Depravity

Gen 8:21
“…man, …every inclination of his heart is evil from childhood.”

Rom 3:10-12

"There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 

12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."

D.
The Lack of Understanding of Those “without the Spirit”
1 Cor 2:14
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they 


are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.

John 3:10-12

10 
"You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 
11 
I tell you the truth, 
we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 
12 
I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things?


E.
Why no one had yet been to heaven and how Jesus would make it possible

John 3:13-15

13 
No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven — the Son of Man.   

14 
Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

15 
that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.

IV.
The motivation behind God and man

John 3:16-21

Two well known examples
TNBS Study Questions - Lesson 8                                
Preparation for week 9
Read:   2 Kings 17:24-41;  John 4:1-26
1.
Why were the Samaritans so despised by the Jews?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
A common prayer of the early rabbis was “God, I thank you that I’m not a Gentile, Samaritan, or woman.”

From what you know of the culture, how were women perceived by men in first century Palestine?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
Keep in mind that John has a consistent agenda in his unfolding narrative. If we begin with his description of mankind in 2:23-25, and consider Nicodemus as the first example of who needs the gospel, then the woman in John 4 is John’s 2nd example of the kind of person in need of new birth. 

Give just a few ways that this woman and Nicodemus would contrast.
__________________________________________      _____________________________________________
__________________________________________      _____________________________________________

__________________________________________      _____________________________________________

In what ways (and this is much more important) were they alike?

__________________________________________     _____________________________________________
__________________________________________     _____________________________________________


4.
What does Jesus insist that the woman acknowledge before she can be helped with “living water?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Compare John 4:10 with verse 14. What is different about the water Jesus is talking about and the water 
the woman came to draw?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6.
In verse 22, Jesus makes the statement, “you worship what you do not know”.  How can that be applied 
to many in our day?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7.
What did Jesus mean by the statement, “salvation is from the Jews”?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8.
What does it mean to worship, “in spirit and truth”?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
Read the rest of the story , 4:27-42.  What were the results of Jesus’ interaction with this woman?
(start with the disciples) ______________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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