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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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Jesus and the Woman of Sychar                             Lesson 9
John 4:1-26
They said to the woman, "We no longer believe just because of what you said; now we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this man really is the Savior of the world."

John 4:42

I.
Who Needs The Gospel?


A.
The common, everyday people of John 2:23-25


B.
 The rich and famous of John 3:1-15


C.
The poor and outcast of John 4:1-42



1.
The differences between Nick and the Samaritan woman



2.
The similarities




a.
both thought they were doing fine until introduced to Jesus




b.
Both thought in materialistic terms, incapable of spiritual discernment




c.
both were alienated from God as enemies, but Jesus would die for them both
II.
Where Living Water Flows

A.
Two paths

John 4:4-5


4
Now he had to go through Samaria. 










5 
So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph.


1.
A history of bitterness



2.
A culture of prejudice




a.
toward races



b.
toward genders



3.
A radical transformation

Gal 3:28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free , male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

B.
Two pictures

John 4:6-8

6      Jacob's well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 

7      When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, "Will you give me a drink?"  
8     (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.)



1.
A weary Christ looking for divine appointments



2.
A wayward woman looking for satisfaction




a.
you never know who you’ll meet on a foot path




b.
how the spirit world works


C.
Two waters

John 4:9-10

9       The Samaritan woman said to him, "You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?"    

       (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.)

10     Jesus answered her, "If you knew the gift of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, 
        you would have asked him and he would have given you living water."



1.
Stagnant



2.
Living

Ps 42:1

As the deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, O God.

Isa 44:3

For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground;

Jer 2:13

"My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water,



and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water. 

Zech 13:1
"On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, 



to cleanse them from sin and impurity.

Zech 14:8
On that day living water will flow out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea and half to the western sea, 


in summer and in winter.

Rev 7:17
For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of living 


water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

D.
Two worlds
John 4:11-15

11 
"Sir," the woman said, "you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 
Are you greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and 
his flocks and herds?" 

13 
Jesus answered, "Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 
14 
but whoever drinks the water I give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give him will become in him a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life."  

15 
The woman said to him, "Sir, give me this water so that I won't get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.”
III.
The Gospel – Step 1

John 4:16-18

16 
He told her, "Go, call your husband and come back."  

17
 "I have no husband," she replied. Jesus said to her, "You are right when you say you have no husband. 
18 
The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now have is not your husband. 




What you have just said is quite true."

A.
 A meeting on her level


B.
A subject of common interest

C.
A question of “What do you do with sin”?

IV.
True Religion
John 4:19-22

19 
"Sir," the woman said, "I can see that you are a prophet. 
20      Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem." 

21 
Jesus declared, "Believe me, woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. 
22 
You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is from the Jews.

A.
Man made religion is unacceptable


B.
Salvation is of the Jews



1.
the only religion that God originated



2.
the people of the Messiah
Rom 9:4-5

 4 
the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving 
of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 

5 
Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, 
forever praised! Amen.


C.
Worship must be real
John 4:23-24

23 
Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, 

for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 
24 
God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." 


1.
what is worship?



2.
where can we worship?



3.
who can worship?



4.
how do we worship?




a.
in spirit





1.
not in body – doing





2.
not in soul – feeling



b.
in truth





1.
Honestly

Matt 15:8-9

8 
"'These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 

9 
They worship me in vain; their teachings are but rules taught by men.'





2.
Biblically

John 17:17
Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.





3.
Christocentrically

John 14:6
Jesus answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. 







No one comes to the Father except through me.

V.
The One We’ve All Been Looking For
John 4:25-26

25 
The woman said, "I know that Messiah" (called Christ) "is coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us." 

26 
Then Jesus declared, "I who speak to you am he." 
TNBS Study Questions - Lesson 9                               
Preparation for week 10
Read Luke 4:14-30; Isaiah 61:1-2
1.
Why did Jesus stop reading when he did?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
In vs 17-21, Who was Isaiah talking about? What was Jesus saying to the people in the synagogue?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.
What was the people’s immediate reaction to Jesus’ declaration?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.
What is the point of the two examples that Jesus gave (vs 25-27)? What was he saying?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.
Why did the people get upset?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Isaiah 42:5-7; 49:6
6.
What was God’s purpose for the Jews that in Jesus’ time seems to have been missed altogether?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Matthew 11:25-27

7.
What prerogative does Jesus retain as the bearer and embodiment of the gospel?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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