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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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Jesus Rejected by Nazareth                             Lesson 10
Luke 4:16-30
“…there is no doctrine more hated by worldlings, 
no truth of which they have made such a football, as the great, stupendous, 

but yet most certain doctrine of the Sovereignty of the infinite Jehovah.”
C.H. Spurgeon
I.
In the Power of the Spirit
Luke 4:14
Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, …….


A.
Jesus was :





“full of the Holy Spirit”
4:1a





“led by the Spirit”

4:1b



And operated day by day :






“in the power of the Spirit”
4:14


B.
He lived a life available to us, as an example to us

Matt 11:29
Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, 





and you will find rest for your souls

John 13:15
I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.

Eph 5:1-2
Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 and live a life of love, 





just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
1 Peter 2:21
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, 




that you should follow in his steps.


1.
He was filled immediately following an act of obedience

Matt 3:13-17

13 
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 
14 
But John tried to deter him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?" 

15 
Jesus replied, "Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness." Then John consented. 

16 
As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. 






At that moment heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on him.


2.
Obedience to what?

Isa 53:12
….and was numbered with the transgressors….

C.
How do we do that?



1.
Ephesians 5:18-20
The command and its results

A = C



2.
Colossians 3:16-17
The command and its results

B = C



3.
A = B
II.
In the Power of Sovereignty

A.
When the message is accepted

Luke 4:15
He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him.

Matt 7:28-29

28 
When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 

29 
because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.


B.
When the message is the Messiah

Luke 4:16-21


1.
The Messiah has been anticipated since the earliest history known
Gen 3:15
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 



he will crush your head, and you will strike his heel." 

Deut 18:15
The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. 



You must listen to him

Gen 12:3
I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; 






and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you." 

Ps 2:2 

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers gather together against the LORD and against his Anointed One

Ps 132:10-11

10 
For the sake of David your servant, do not reject your anointed one. 

11 
The LORD swore an oath to David, a sure oath that he will not revoke: 






"One of your own descendants  I will place on your throne — 

Isa 2:4
He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. 





They will beat their swords into 
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 





Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.

Isa 7:14

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, 


and will call him Immanuel.

Isa 9:2, 6-7
2 
The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light 
has dawned. 

6 
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called 


Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

7 
Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his 
kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.


The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

Mal 3:1
"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking 
will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come," says the LORD Almighty.

C.
When the messenger claims to be the message
Matt 5:17
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; 






I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.

Luke 24:27
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures 


concerning himself.

Luke 24:44
He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was still with you: 






Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms." 

Luke 22:37
It is written: 'And he was numbered with the transgressors'; and I tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. 

Yes, what is written about me is reaching its fulfillment." 
John 5:39
You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by them you possess eternal life. 



These are the Scriptures that testify about me,

John 5:46
If you believed Moses, you would believe me, for he wrote about me.


D.
When the messenger is rejected



1.
You can be famous, but you can’t be familiar
Luke 4:22-24

22 
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. 



"Isn't this Joseph's son?" they asked. 

23 
Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! 




Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.'"  

24 
"I tell you the truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown.
Matt 13:54-57

54 
Coming to his hometown, he began teaching the people in their synagogue, and they were amazed. 


"Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers?" they asked. 
55 
"Isn't this the carpenter's son? Isn't his mother's name Mary, and aren't his brothers James, Joseph, Simon and Judas? 56 
Aren't all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these things?" 
57 
And they took offense at him. 


But Jesus said to them, "Only in his hometown and in his own house is a prophet without honor." 


2.
You can be Savior, but you can’t be Sovereign
Luke 4:25-30



a.
The rule of God
Isa 46:10
“I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”
Dan 4:35
All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven 



and the peoples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?" 

Ps 135:6
The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths

Ps 115:3
Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.

Rom 9:18
Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 

Eph 1:11
predestined according to … him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,



b.
The response of man
Luke 4:28-29

28 
All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 
29 
They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, 


in order to throw him down the cliff.

John 6:64-66

64
…For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them did not believe and who would betray him. 
65 
He went on to say, "This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the Father has enabled him."  

66 
From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.



c.
The reality of God’s children

“There is no attribute more comforting to His children than that of God’s Sovereignty. Under the most adverse circumstances, in the most severe trials, they believe that Sovereignty has ordained their afflictions, that Sovereignty overrules them, and that Sovereignty will sanctify them all. There is nothing for which the children ought more earnestly to contend than the doctrine of their Master over all creation—the Kingship of God over all the works of His own hands—the Throne of God and His right to sit upon that Throne. On the other hand, there is no doctrine more hated by worldings, no truth of which they have made such a football, as the great, stupendous, but yet most certain doctrine of the Sovereignty of the infinite Jehovah. Men will allow God to be everywhere except on His throne. They will allow Him to be in His workshop to fashion worlds and make stars. They will allow Him to be in His almonry to dispense His alms and bestow His bounties. They will allow Him to sustain the earth and bear up the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the waves of the ever-moving ocean; but when God ascends His throne, His creatures then gnash their teeth, and we proclaim an enthroned God, and His right to do as He wills with His own, to dispose of His creatures as He thinks well, without consulting them in the matter; then it is that we are hissed and execrated, and then it is that men turn a deaf ear to us, for God on His throne is not the God they love. But it is God upon the throne that we love to preach. It is God upon His throne whom we trust.”
















Charles Hadden Spurgeon; on Matthew 20:15

TNBS Study Questions - Lesson 10                               
Preparation for week 11
Read Luke 4:31-37;  Mark 1:21-28

Read Mark 11:27-33

1.
What seemed to cause the Jewish leaders the most consternation in regard to Jesus’ teaching?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.
Why do you think this was so?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Revelation 12:1-9

3.
Where do demons come from?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10

4.
Where are they ultimately going?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read 1 Corinthians 10:20-21; 1 Timothy 4:1; Revelation 9:20-21

5. What is their function now?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Matthew 8:29; Mark 5:7; Luke 4:41

6.
Are demons orthodox in their doctrine of Christ?  Defend your answer Biblically.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Read James 2:19

7.
Is believing the truth about Christ sufficient for salvation? Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Ephesians 1:13-14
8.
Can a Christian be possessed by an evil spirit?  Why or why not?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9.
What have you learned about Jesus from:

His baptism _______________________________________________________________________________

His encounter with Satan in the wilderness _______________________________________________________

His action at the wedding in John 2 _____________________________________________________________

His reaction to the temple vendors ______________________________________________________________

His conversation with Nicodemus ______________________________________________________________

His dialogue with the woman at the well _________________________________________________________
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