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Jesus and Evil                                            Lesson 11
Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31-37
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching — and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." 

Mark 1:27

I.
The Doctrine of Evil


A.
Before physical creation

Job 38:4-7

4
"Where were you when I laid the earth's foundation?  Tell me, if you understand. 

5 
Who marked off its dimensions? Surely you know!  Who stretched a measuring line across it? 

6 
On what were its footings set, or who laid its cornerstone— 

7 
while the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?


B.
Originated in one entity

Ezek 28:12-15

'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: "'You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 

13 
You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, 
chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of 
gold; on the day you were created they were prepared. 

14 
You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; 
you walked among the fiery stones. 

15 
You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was found in you. 

Isa 14:12-15

12 
How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!
You have been cast down to the earth,


you who once laid low the nations! 

13 
You said in your heart, "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit 
enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.   

14 
I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High." 

15 
But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit. 

Ezek 28:16-17

16 
Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in 
disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones. 

17 
Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your 
splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings.


C.
Spread to countless others

Rev 12:3-4

3 
Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and 
seven crowns on his heads. 

4 
His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.
The Problem of evil:
How did evil come from perfect good?  When did God know? Is there a greater purpose?



Why didn’t God destroy evil at the outset?

II.
The Irrationality of Evil

A.
Hallucination

a sensory experience of something that does not exist outside the mind, caused by various physical and mental disorders, or by reaction to certain toxic substances, and usually manifested as visual or auditory images.

B.
Delusion

a false belief, most often of persecution or grandeur, in spite of evidence to the contrary.

C.
Blindness to reality



1.
individually
1 Cor 2:14
The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they 


are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.

2 Cor 4:4
The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 


gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.
Isa 50:11
But now, all you who light fires and provide yourselves with flaming torches, go, walk in the 


light of your fires and of the torches you have set ablaze. This is what you shall receive from my 


hand: You will lie down in torment.



2.
corporately


D.
Deterioration of the capacity for thought in the human mind

III.
When Christ Confronts Evil
Luke 4:31-33

31 
Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, and on the Sabbath began to teach the people. 

32 
They were amazed at his teaching, because his message had authority. 

33 
In the synagogue there was a man possessed by a demon, an evil spirit. He cried out at the top of his voice,…

A.
What agitates evil most of all?


B.
What allows demon possession?



1.
An absence or rejection of truth



2.
The occult



3.
Mind altering chemicals



4.
Acid rock / heavy metal culture



5.
An environment of violence and/or abuse


C.
 What does demon possession look like?



1.
seizure / convulsive
Luke 9:38-39

38 
A man in the crowd called out, "Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, for he is my only child. 


39 
A spirit seizes him and he suddenly screams; it throws him into convulsions so that he foams at the mouth. 
It scarcely ever leaves him and is destroying him.


2.
physical affliction

Matt 9:32-33

32 
while they were going out, a man who was demon-possessed and could not talk was brought to Jesus. 
33
and when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. The crowd was amazed and said, 
Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel."



3.
supernatural strength

Luke 8:27, 29
27 
When Jesus stepped ashore, he was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. 



For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs.

29
…Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, 


he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places.


4.
violent – often self destructive

Mark 5:2-5

2 
When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. 
3 
This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain. 
4 
For he had often been chained hand and foot, but he tore the chains apart and broke the irons on his feet. 
No one was strong enough to subdue him. 
5 
Night and day among the tombs and in the hills he would cry out and cut himself with stones.


D.
What happens when we deal with the supernatural by the power of the natural?

Matt 12:43-45

43 
"When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goes through arid places seeking rest and does not find it. 
44 
Then it says, 'I will return to the house I left.' When it arrives, it finds the house unoccupied, swept clean 
and put in order. 
45 
Then it goes and takes with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live there. 
And the final condition of that man is worse than the first. That is how it will be with this wicked generation." 


E.
What demons all know
Luke 4:34-35

34 
"Ha! What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? 



I know who you are — the Holy One of God!" 

35 
"Be quiet!" Jesus said sternly. "Come out of him!" Then the demon threw the man down before them all 
and came out without injuring him.
James 2:19
You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that — and shudder.
IV
Jesus Power over ALL of HIS creation

A.
The Creator is forever sovereign over the created
Col 1:16
For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, 



whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.
Mark 1:34
and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons , 



but he would not let the demons speak because they knew who he was.

B.
All in the spirit world obey Him and He can delegate such power if He chooses

Luke 9:1
When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all 


demons and to cure diseases,

C.
No,  He doesn’t have to be there

Mark 7:26-30

26 
The woman was a Greek, born in Syrian Phoenicia. She begged Jesus to drive the demon out of her daughter. 

27 
"First let the children eat all they want," he told her, "for it is not right to take the children's bread and toss 
it to their dogs."  

28 
"Yes, Lord," she replied, "but even the dogs under the table eat the children's crumbs." 

29 
Then he told her, "For such a reply, you may go; the demon has left your daughter."  

30 
She went home and found her child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 

V.
The Patience of God in dealing with evil


Why God doesn’t yet do what he could do  -  self control

Nah 1:3
The LORD is slow to anger and great in power;  the LORD will not leave the guilty unpunished.
“Divine patience is that power of control which God exercises over himself, causing Him to bear with the wicked and forebear so long in punishing them.” Arthur Pink
“Men that are great in the world are quick in passion, and are not so ready to forgive an injury, or bear with an offender, as one of a meaner rank.  It is a want of power over that man’s self that makes him do unbecoming things upon a provocation.  A prince that can bridle his passions is a king over himself as well as over his subjects.  God is slow to anger because great in power.  He has no less power over Himself than over His creatures.”














Stephen Charnock
Num 14:17-18

17 
"Now may the Lord's strength be displayed, just as you have declared: 
18
'The LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. 




Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished;
VI.
The supernatural and the children of God
Luke 4:36-37

36 
All the people were amazed and said to each other, "What is this teaching? With authority and power he 
gives orders to evil spirits and they come out!" 
37 
And the news about him spread throughout the surrounding area.

A.
The battle is for real

Eph 6:12
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 


against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
2 Cor 10:3-5

3 
For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 
4 
The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to 
demolish strongholds. 
5 
We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, 

and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.

B.
The weapons of our warfare

Eph 6:13-18

13 
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 

14     
Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. 
16 
In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

17 
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
18 
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.

C.
The Promise of our Lord

Rom 8:37-39

37 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 
For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, 
nor any powers, 
39 
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1.
Christ’s first advent exposed the prevalent activity of demons on the earth.
2.
Christ’s manifested power over demons foreshadows His ultimate victory over evil itself.

3.
Christ’s self control in tolerating demonic existence is a manifestation of divine power and patience.

4.
Those who engage in Christ’s work will constantly encounter demonic opposition.

5.
Those who belong to Christ have all the resources they need to deal with all they may encounter.
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