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Matthew 8:1-15

1) Context

Mark 1:38-39 “… “Let us go somewhere else--to the nearby villages-so I can preach

                 there also.  That is why I have come.”  So he traveled throughout Galilee, 

                  preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons.”

Wm. MacDonald:  The events recorded in these chapters are presented according to 

                              a thematic scheme, rather than in strict chronological order.”

                              (“Believers Bible Commentary” ; page 1230.)

A)  Matthew’s Primary Intent to Present Jesus as the King of the Jews

Mt 1:1 “A record of the genealogy of Jesus Christ the son of David, the son of 

               Abraham: ….”

Mt 1:16 “…and Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, of whom was

               born Jesus, who is called Christ.”

Mt 2:1-2 “After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, …Magi from the east came

               to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the 

               Jews?  We saw his star in the east and want to come and worship him.”

Mt 21:4-5 “This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet:  “Say to

               the Daughter of Zion, ‘See your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a 

               donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” (Zechariah 9:9)

Mt 25:31-34 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory…he will sit on his throne in

              heavenly glory.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

              separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep

              from the goats. … Then the King will say to those on his right, “Come…”

B)  The Kingdom Was Being Extended Under Jesus Authority (Mt 8-Mt 11:1)

Mt 7:28-29 “When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed

                at his teaching, because he taught as one with authority, and not as their

                teachers of the law.”

Matthew 9:1-8

Mt 9:33 “And when the demon was driven out, the man who had been mute spoke. 

    The crowd was amazed and said, “Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel.”

Mt 10:1 He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out 

               evil spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.”

Mt 10:7-8 “As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.’  Heal 

            the sick, raise the dead cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons..”

C) Jesus is the Fulfillment of and Final Arbiter of the Law of Moses (Mt 5:1-7:29)

Mt 23:23 “…You give a tenth of your spices…But you have neglected the more

                       important matters of the law-justice, mercy and faithfulness. …”

Mt 23:1-3 “Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples:  “The teachers of the

                   law and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.  So you must obey them and do

                   everything they tell you to do.  But do not do what they do, for they do 

                   not practice what they preach.”

Mt 5:20 “Unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and teachers of

                 the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.”

Mt 5:17-18 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;  I

     have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  I tell you the truth, until 

     heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen,

     will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”

a) Jesus is the fulfillment of all messianic prophecy. (John 5:38-39)
b) Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law’s righteous requirements. (Rom 8:3-4) 
c) The Law points to and finds it’s fulfillment in, Jesus. (Rom 10:4; Hebrews 10:1)
d) Jesus is the arbiter (absolute power of judging or determining) of the Law.

Mt 12:8 “For the Son of Man is  Lord of the Sabbath.”(Matthew 12:1-8)

Mt 5:21-22 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder,

                  and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.’ But I tell you that

                  anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. …”

“In every case, Jesus contrasts the peoples misunderstanding of the law with the true direction to which the law points according to his own authority as the law’s “fulfiller”.”  (Expositor’s Bible Commentary; D.A. Carson; pg. 148)

_______________________________________________________________________

2) The Healing of the Leper. Mt 8:1-4 (Leviticus 13-14)

Mt 11:4-5 “…Go back and report to John what you hear and see:  “The blind

                   receive sight, the lame walk; those who have leprosy are cured, …”

Lev 13:45-46 “The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let 

               his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean!

               Unclean!  As long as he has the infection he remains unclean.  He must live 

               alone; he must live outside the camp.” (Leviticus 14:10-18)

Lev 5:2“..if a person touches anything ceremonially unclean--…even though he is

               unaware of it, he has become unclean and is guilty.”

Ex 4:1 “… “What if they do not believe me or listen to me and say, ‘The Lord did 

              not appear to you’?”

Ex 4:5-7 “This,” said the Lord, “is a so that they may believe that the Lord, the God

             of their fathers…has appeared to you.”  Then the Lord said, “Put your hand 

             inside your cloak.  So Moses put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it 

             out, it was leprous, like snow.  “Now put it back into your cloak,” he said.  

             So Moses put his hand back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was

             restored, like the rest of his flesh.”

3) The Healing of the Centurion’s Servant. Mt 8:5-13

vs. 11-12 “the feast”: the great messianic banquet prophesied in Is 25:6-9...perhaps

                the “Marriage Supper of the Lamb” (Rev 19:9; Mt 22:1-14)

Mt 13:24-29;36-43 “…The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in

            his field. …When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also 

            appeared. ….”… “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.  The

            field is the world, and the good seed stands for the sons of the kingdom. …”

            (John 10:16; Mt 28:19)

Is 11:10 “In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the

          nations will rally to him, and his place of rest will be glorious.” (Is 42:1-7)

Is 52:15 “…so will he sprinkle many nations, …”

Is 25:6-9 “On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for

          all peoples….In that day they will say, “Surely this is our God; we trusted in 

          him, and he saved us.” 

4) The Healing of Peter’s Mother-in Law. Mt 8:14-15

Rabbinical Prayer: “Lord, I thank you, that I am not a shepherd, a Gentile or a

                                  woman.” 

Luke 2:8-11 “And there were shepherds living out in the nearby fields, keeping 

                      watch over their flocks by night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to

                      them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

                      terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you 

                      good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the

                      town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.”

Gal 3:26-28 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you

                      who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.

                      There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for

                      you are all one in Christ Jesus.”

                    Please feel free to email any questions or comments to Steve at 

                    stevenwilmoth@sbcglobal.net
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