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Exploring the Truth
Equipping the Saints
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Jesus and Difficulty                                        Lesson 13
Matthew 8:18-27
"What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!" 
Matt 8:27

I.
Two Groups of Would Be Followers


A.
Represented by a scribe


Matt 8:18-20

18 
When Jesus saw the crowd around him, he gave orders to cross to the other side of the lake. 

19 
Then a teacher of the law came to him and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." 

20 
Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."


1.
educated – elite



2.
enjoy comfort, position, prestige


B.
Represented by a worker


Matt 8:21-22
Another disciple said to him, "Lord, first let me go and bury my father."



But Jesus told him, "Follow me, and let the dead bury their own dead."


1.
hard working 



2.
conservative

Jesus rejected them both. What is Jesus teaching?
What did it mean to them?   What does it mean to us?

A.
To those who just want to add ‘the benefits of Jesus’ to a comfortable lifestyle



1.
It’s not going to be easy

Luke 9:23-26

23 
Then he said to them all: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross 
daily and follow me. 

24 
For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 

25 
What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? 


If you’re looking for a place to be secure in worldly comfort, ease, and prosperity, Jesus offers none of that.

We follow a suffering savior who “left us an example that we should follow in His steps”

1 Peter 2:20-21

20
….But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 

21 
To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, 




that you should follow in his steps


2.
You need to count the cost




Luke 14:28-33


B.
To those who want all their “ducks in a row” and need to ‘control’ their circumstances


1.
Jesus will not play second fiddle – He must be the priority

Luke 14:26
"If anyone comes to me and does not hate his father and mother, his wife and children, 



his brothers and sisters — yes, even his own life — he cannot be my disciple.


2.
You must plan,  completely submissive to God’s providential leading

Ps 31:15
My times are in your hands;

Rom 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 




who have been called according to his purpose. 
Following Jesus cost Paul everything – but he would have had it no other way

Phil 3:7-10

7 
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 
8 
What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I 
have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
9 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is 
through faith in Christ — the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith. 
10 
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings,….

Jesus does NOT accept all who come to him.

Jesus accepted Paul because Paul was willing to come on Jesus’ terms.

The men in the story were not accepted because they wanted to come on their own.

How did you come?  Did you come with conditions or as the song writer says …

Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise.
Take my will, and make it Thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart, it is Thine own; it shall be Thy royal throne.
Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be - ever, only, all for Thee.

II.
For Those Who Follow – the Presence of God and All that it Means

A.
It means encountering difficulty like everybody else – sometimes more than everybody else
Matt 8:23-26

23 
Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 
24 
Without warning, a furious storm came up on 
the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. 

But Jesus was sleeping. 
25 
The disciples went and woke him, saying, "Lord, save us! We're going to drown!" 
· The question arises – Did Jesus know they storm was coming?

Probably not. In his humanness, he didn’t ‘need’ to know. Remember, he was living a life of faith for which we get credit
· Jesus wasn’t concerned about whether there was a storm coming or not.





He didn’t know the future ,  he knew his father







Matt 6:25
"Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, …

Interesting thought on verse 30:
Matt 6:30
If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into 

the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?

Sometimes he clothes us to prepare us for the fire. Just ask Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego









Did God know about them?









Were they “followers”?

What was their great statement?

Dan 3:16-18

16 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend 
ourselves before you in this matter. 

17 
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us 
from your hand, O king. 

18 
But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the 
image of gold you have set up." 

In other words,  “we will trust him, no matter what”!



1.
The “storm” on the sea  -  and the “storms “ of life




a.
Who was in that boat in verse 23 ?  You mean followers have serious difficulties?!



b.
Jesus was “asleep”! Doesn’t he care?!


2.
What the disciples didn’t know – seems so easy for us to forget
26 
He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, 
and it was completely calm. 





Is He God?






Does He know?






Does He care?






Can He do something?


B.
It means remembering who it is we’ve followed

Matt 8:27
The men were amazed and asked, "What kind of man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!" 



1.
What kind of man controls all creation



2.
What kind of man ordains the suffering of his followers?

1 Peter 5:10-11

10 
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, 
will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. 
11 
To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen.



3.
What Jesus knew – and we need to practice

Ps 3:1-5

1
O LORD, how many are my foes! How many rise up against me! 

2 
Many are saying of me, "God will not deliver him." 

3 
But you are a shield around me, O LORD; you bestow glory on me and lift up my head. 

4 
To the LORD I cry aloud, and he answers me from his holy hill. 

5 
I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the LORD sustains me.

Ps 4:8
I will lie down and sleep in peace, for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in safety.
Conclusions:

1.
Which group are you in?

2.
What do you believe about God?
3.
Can you trust him in your difficulty?

4.
Is he worth it?

Phil 1:21
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.
3:7-8 
But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 

What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ 
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